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Welcome to the second edition of our 

SEND Sandy Spotlight.  We hope you have 

enjoyed your first term at Sandy Secondary School.  

In this newsletter, you will find information about 

the different learning topics and tasks that you will 

be completing at school after half term.  Some of 

your teachers have added weblinks for videos that 

share further information about what you will be 

learning. There will also be information about 

various events both at school and through Central 

Bedfordshire.   

When you return 

back to school in 

January, please 

remember to bring 

with you all the items in your Fantastic 15. 

We hope you are all looking forward to the festive 

period and we look forward to seeing you all on 

Wednesday 5th January 2022.  

 

 

ENGLISH learning coming up … 

Poetry across cultures 

These will involve a range of 
poems from British and other 
cultures.  The students will look 
at: 

• understanding the meaning behind the poems 

• identifying techniques within the poems 

• understanding why the poet made choices in 
the way it was written 

More information can be found at: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/
english-ks2-understanding-poetry-with-joseph-
coelho/zdhbqp3 

The Merchant of 
Venice 

The students will 
study the plot of 
Shakespeare’s’ 
The Merchant of 
Venice. They will need to understand the plot, 
characters and key themes. 

Below are some links to Youtube videos that cover 
summarises and key characters. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=nOIoyMBD_6Q  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=GoPmc0syzAA  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=Z_r3kF8WLow 
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ART learning coming up … 

We will be completing the Food project clay 

outcomes.  We will then  be moving into the Comic 

book cover inspired by Pop Art Project.  

Students will learn about Pop Art and famous 

artists Andy Warhol and Roy Lichtenstein, and how 

they were influenced by popular culture and comic 

book style work. Students will learn illustration 

skills on typography and action figure drawing, 

leading into the design of their own comic book 

character and final outcome of a front page 

advertising their comic.  

MATHS learning coming up ...… 

Over the next 7 weeks in Maths, we will be 

covering two to three units on the following 

subjects, depending on if your child is studying the 

Theta or Delta scheme of work:  

 

Theta students will be studying:  

• Expressions 

• Equations 

• Real-Life Graphs 

• Decimals 

• Ratio 

 

Delta students will be studying: 

• Real Life Graphs 

• Transformations 

• Fractions 

• Decimals 

• Percentages 

 

Access to both schemes of work, with supportive 

videos and questions, is available via posts on 

Edulink entitled Isolation/Lockdown work.  

 

There will also be access to Timetables Rockstar's, 

so make sure they are completing regularly to win 

a certificate in a variety of categories or even 

better make our Hall of Fame at the end of the 

year. 

HISTORY learning coming up … 

 

Students will be studying the following topics: 

 

• Police in Industrial 

England 

• Fight for Equality 

(women and the 

vote) 
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Waves  

Classes: 8a1, 8a2, 8a3, 8a4, 8b1, 8b3 

In this topic, students will learn that waves on 
water travel with transverse motion; these waves 
can be reflected and add or cancel – superposition. 
Frequencies of sound waves is measured in hertz 
(Hz); sound needs a medium to travel, the speed of 
sound in air, in water, in solids and that sound is 
produced by vibrations of objects. The similarities 
and differences between light waves and waves in 
matter, colours and the different frequencies of 
light, white light and prisms. 

Matter 

Class:8b4 

Students will learn about the properties of the 
different states of matter (solid, liquid and gas) in 
terms of the particle model, including gas 
pressure, changes of state in terms of the particle 
model, what atoms, elements and compounds are, 
a simple atomic model, pure and impure 
substances as well as how to separate mixtures. 

SCIENCE learning coming up ...… 

Genes  

Classes: 8a1, 8a2, 8a3, 8a4, 8b1, 8b2, 8b3, 8b4 

In this topic, students learn what is meant by 

biodiversity and will learn why it is important. They 

will learn how variation drives natural selection, 

and will consider the theory of Charles Darwin in 

more depth.   

 

Students will explore the structure of 

chromosomes, genes and DNA and will investigate 

their importance in the inheritance of 

characteristics.  They will also consider how 

scientists compete and collaborate to make new 

discoveries, for example in the discovery of the 

structure of DNA.  

 

This topic offers a number of opportunities for 

students to review theories, such as a theory to 

explain why and how dinosaurs became extinct. 

Students have the opportunity to investigate the 

use of models to help develop explanations, for 

example to explain inheritance of a specific 

characteristic, and to research and evaluate 

evidence. 
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P.E. learning coming up … 

 

In Year 8, during the second term, we will be covering the following activities, looking to progress the 

basic skills developed in Year 7 and moving onto more complex skills and connections of skills to create 

more challenging situations within practice and game play .  

Girls 1 Badminton  

 

• Service  

• Cooperative rally 

• Scoring  

• Overhead and under arm clear  

• Competition  

Boys 1 Hockey 

  

• Shooting  

• Passing and receiving  

• Attacking and defending 

• Corners  

• 16”  

Girls 2 Tag Rugby  

• Passing  

• Receiving  

• Attacking  

• Defending 

• Scoring  

Boys 2 Badminton  

• Service  

• Cooperative rally 

• Scoring  

• Overhead and under arm clear  

• Competition  
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How Students will be Assessed:  
 
Students in Year 8 are assessed in four different 
areas throughout their learning.  These are; 
creating, performing, responding and evaluating. 
Students complete one assessment each half term, 
usually at the end of a half term.  This is either a 
practical performance or a written evaluation.  This 
coming half term will be a practical performance, 
where students will be assessed and given 
feedback to respond to.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Useful tasks in order to prepare for this scheme 
of work:  
 
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=RCsQ21ySfvA – Macbeth in short.  
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=pCsypkF5U_Y – Macbeth summary   

DRAMA learning coming up … 

What students will be looking at:  
 
In Drama during this coming term, Year 8 will be 
looking into our scheme of work, Macbeth.  
 
Students will be given the opportunity to explore 
the themes within Macbeth, both practically and 
theoretically.  All will be given the opportunity to 
explore soliloquies and write their own soliloquy 
for a character from Macbeth.  In small groups, 
they will then begin to create a Macbeth scene,  
where at least one of the soliloquies are 
performed.  
 
On top of this, students will be given the chance to 
watch and evaluate a professional soliloquy online. 
Working in small groups, students will then finish 
creating and rehearsing their Macbeth scene as 
mentioned above; applying the skills taken from 
the professional performance.  
 
All students will be given the opportunity to 
develop their drama knowledge creatively and 
build their confidence throughout.  The skills that 
will be developed will be transferrable and not 
only valuable during drama but elsewhere in their 
journey.  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RCsQ21ySfvA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RCsQ21ySfvA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pCsypkF5U_Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pCsypkF5U_Y
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Design Technology learning coming up … 

In Year 8, students rotate between four different elements of Design Technology.  These are: 
Cooking, Textiles, Graphics and Resistant Materials. Students will spend 10 weeks in each subject. 
area. 

Cooking 

Students will further develop their understanding of the principles of good nutrition.  They will deepen 
their knowledge of the Eatwell Guide, the 8 Tips for Healthy Eating, food labelling and calorie balance. 
Students’ understanding of macro and micronutrients will be further stretched to include the               
subcategories of the nutrients, as well as what happens if we consume too much or too little of them.  
 
Students will learn how to apply the 6Rs within a food environment. They will also gain further               
understanding of how and why foods are labelled in the manner that they are along with why a variety 
of symbols and logos are used on food packaging.  Students will also explore the concept of food miles 
and learn why it is an important consideration in the selection of the foods that they choose to             
purchase.  
 
Students will continue to prepare, predominantly savoury, dishes within their  
practical lessons and will demonstrate ingrained knowledge of health and  
safety alongside food hygiene. 

Textiles 

Students focus on understanding fibre and fabric choices to make a phone case or drinks coaster that 

links to sustainability.  Students look at existing product research, ACCESSFM and explore hand sewn 

techniques to achieve lesson objectives.  They explore design ideas using peer  

assessment and feedback to support a final idea using the design brief and  

product criteria. 

Graphics 

Students will be developing skills learnt from Year 7 and looking at more detail into the initial design 

process.  Students will design and make a board game, and will develop their  

designs, from their initial ideas, through to drawing up the design on Photoshop. 

Students will make the board and box using jigs and templates, as well as using  

craft knives and 3D printer, or laser cutter, to make the counters.  They have the  

opportunity to use the vacuum former to make a tray for the board game  

pieces and cards.  
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GEOGRAPHY learning coming up … 

 

Prisoners of Geography: How Does the Land we 

Live on Shape us? 

 

Students will be coming to the end of this scheme 

of work by discovering how Africa’s development 

has been hindered by its geography and how some 

of its countries are beginning to overcome these 

barriers.  

 

 

 

Students will then move on to begin Changing 

Populations looking at how populations grow and 

change over time; looking at the demographic 

transition model and population pyramids as a 

means for understanding how populations change 

over time.  

 

We then look at how the population of a country 

changes over time; either by controlling natural 

increase or migration.  Finally, we look at where all 

these people are living and the issues of rapid 

urbanisation. 

RELIGIOUS learning coming up … 

 

We are studying the topic of Buddhism from 

January to April. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/znkxpv4 

Students will learn about the core Buddhist beliefs 

and practices. 

LANGUAGES learning coming up … 

 

In Spanish  students will be 

learning about school, 

including the subjects they 

study and the school facilities.  

 

In French students will be learning 

about  everyday life and special 

occasions: mealtimes, traditions 

and activities, talking about future 

plans  
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Christmas Quiz Continued 

 

6. In the classic Christmas movie, How the Grinch 

Stole Christmas, the Grinch was described with 

three words.  What are they? 

 

7. What words follow ‘Silent Night’ in the song? 

 

8. In Charles Dicken’ ‘A Christmas Carol’ what was 

the first name of Scrooge? 

 

9. Which Christmas song contains the lyric 

‘’Everyone dancing merrily in the new old-

fashioned way?” ...’ 

 

10.In the movie Elf, what was the first rule of The 

Code of Elves? 

 

11.How many gifts in total were given in ‘The 12 

Days of Christmas’? 

 

12.Can you name each gift in ‘The 12 Days of 

Christmas’ song? 

 

 

Christmas Quiz 

 

Test yourself 

and then test 

the family on 

the Christmas 

Quiz Questions below … 

 

1. What did the other reindeer not let Rudolph do, 

because of his shiny red nose? 

 

2. How many ghosts show up in ‘A Christmas 

Carol?’ 

 

3. What are the two other most popular names for 

Santa Claus? 

 

4. What do people traditionally put on top of a 

Christmas Tree? 

 

5. In Home Alone, where are the McCallisters 

going on vacation when they leave Kevin 

behind? 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 

There are lots of useful websites, which share 

information to support you and your children.  On 

this page, we have shared some websites which 

you might like to look at.  

 

Central Bedfordshire Local Offer  and Bedford 

Borough Local Offer.  Both of these resources 

share information for families about local clubs as 

well as links to support services available. 

Central Bedfordshire Local  Offer: https://

localoffer.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/kb5/

centralbedfordshire/directory/home.page  

Bedford Borough Local Offer:  https://

localoffer.bedford.gov.uk/kb5/bedford/directory/

home.page  

 

 

Kooth is a fantastic resource which supports young 

people and their mental wellbeing. Kooth offers  

free, safe and anonymous support. https://

www.kooth.com/. 

 

Groundwork Luton and Bedfordshire 

offer targeted youth work to young 

people aged between 11to 18 years 

old. The services they offer range 

from 1-1 support and groups work support. 

https://www.groundwork.org.uk/hubs/east/

services/   

 

Autism Bedfordshire is an 

excellent resource which offers 

support and guidance, to break down barriers to 

social participation.  They have specialist trained 

staff who will help build young people’s 

confidence, self-esteem and social skills. https://

www.autismbedfordshire.net/ 

Ambitious about Autism 

have created a wide range 

of easy-reads, templates, top tips and posters that 

families and young people can download.  More 

information can be found at https://

www.ambitiousaboutautism.org.uk/information-

about-autism/coronavirus-and-autism/resources?

fbclid=IwAR1KoAfs4c0UWUl7n5KQA45AgSlt1YA3X

B1d8d2EBaSgcFNcDtjgMO6bPmA  

Outside-iN offer support 

and advice for families and 

young people with ADHD and ASD.  They offer 

training, coaching and support  with social skills, 

communication skills, emotion management, 

anger management and lots more! https://

outsidein-solutions.com/ 

 

https://www.kooth.com/
https://www.kooth.com/
https://www.autismbedfordshire.net/
https://www.autismbedfordshire.net/
https://outsidein-solutions.com/
https://outsidein-solutions.com/
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Central Bedfordshire SENDIASS team offer 

information, support and advice for parents and 

guardians of children and young people with 

Special educational needs and disabilities.  

 

The service is available to support children in 

educational settings. You can contact their 

telephone helpline between 9.00am-3.00pm 

Monday to Friday on 0300 300 8088 alternatively 

you can email them at 

sendiass@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk  

 

https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/

special_educational_needs_and_disability_-

_local_offer/141/

central_bedfordshire_special_educational_needs_

and_disability_information_advice_and_support_s

ervice 

For more information about what Central 

Bedfordshire have to offer, please check out the 

local offer website at: https://

www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/

special_educational_needs_and_disability_-

_local_offer 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

SNAP Parent Carer Forum (PCF)  are a 

pro-active group of people who work 

with education, health, social care and 

many other organisations to help influence and 

improve local services for children and young 

people. You can find out more, and join the group 

following this link: https://

www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/

special_educational_needs_and_disability_-

_local_offer/138/

support_for_parents_and_carers/2 

 

Carers in Bedfordshire offer support for anyone 

who cares for another member of their household. 

There are lots of different groups, activities and 

support online. They offer a community for you to 

share common experiences  with each other, 

receive peer support and peer mentoring. https://

carersinbeds.org.uk/ 

 

Bedford Open Door are a charity offering  free and 

confidential counselling for young people aged 13-

25.  This support can be received over the phone 

or online. http://www.bedfordopendoor.org.uk/ 

https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/special_educational_needs_and_disability_-_local_offer/141/central_bedfordshire_special_educational_needs_and_disability_information_advice_and_support_service
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/special_educational_needs_and_disability_-_local_offer/141/central_bedfordshire_special_educational_needs_and_disability_information_advice_and_support_service
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/special_educational_needs_and_disability_-_local_offer/141/central_bedfordshire_special_educational_needs_and_disability_information_advice_and_support_service
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/special_educational_needs_and_disability_-_local_offer/141/central_bedfordshire_special_educational_needs_and_disability_information_advice_and_support_service
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/special_educational_needs_and_disability_-_local_offer/141/central_bedfordshire_special_educational_needs_and_disability_information_advice_and_support_service
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/special_educational_needs_and_disability_-_local_offer/141/central_bedfordshire_special_educational_needs_and_disability_information_advice_and_support_service
https://carersinbeds.org.uk/
https://carersinbeds.org.uk/
http://www.bedfordopendoor.org.uk/
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Central Bedfordshire Diagnosis Support Pack 

The diagnosis support pack is for families 

following a neurodiversity diagnosis and contains 

information, resources and signposting in a 

variety of media. It is split into 14 different 

sections . 

The pack has been co-produced with the help of 

parents, young people, parent carer forums,  

CAMHs and Education Psychology.  

For more information please follow the web link 

below or scan the QR code. 

https://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/beds-

luton-community-paediatrics/diagnosis-support-pack 

If we can offer any further support and guidance, 

please contact us at  

asksenco@sandysecondaryschool.com 

We are always happy to answer any questions 

you might have! 

 

The team members are: 

Mrs Smith: SENCO  

Mrs Alderton: Assistant SENCO 

Mrs Walton-Smith: Learning Support Manager 

Mrs Robinson: EHCP Co-ordinator 

Ms Barrowcliffe: REACH Manager 

mailto:asksenco@sandysecondaryschool.com

