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ENGLISH learning coming up … 

 

Year 8 English Literature : 

Lord of the Flies/Of Mice and Men 

 

This term, you will be reading either 'Lord of the 

Flies' by William Golding or 'Of Mice and Men' by 

John Steinbeck.   

 

You can ask your class teacher which novel you will 

be reading.  Both of these novels will help you 

learn more about language, practice writing PETAL 

paragraphs and develop your analysis skills. 

 

 

Lord of the Flies is about a group of British boys 

stranded on an uninhabited island and explores 

their disastrous attempt to rule themselves in 

order to survive.  This book explores themes such 

as innocence and morality, as well as raising 

questions about society.  

 

• You can watch a short summary of the novel 

here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=7LcoH35je1k 

• There are also some great activities on BBC 

Bitesize to develop your 

understanding: https://www.bbc.co.uk/

bitesize/topics/zwt9mnb 
 

Welcome to the latest edition of our SEND 

newsletter.  Inside, you will find information 

about the different learning topics and tasks that 

you will be completing 

at school after May half 

term.   

Some of your teachers 

have added weblinks for 

videos that share further 

information about what 

you will be learning.  

There is also a suggested half term activity which is  

wildlife-themed scrambled words!  How many can 

you work out and how many can your grown up or 

a friend work out with you! 

 

 

 

 

 

In this newsletter, there is 

information about events 

coming up in the local area. 

There are also links to lots 

of different websites and 

support services for both 

students and family 

members. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7LcoH35je1k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7LcoH35je1k
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwt9mnb
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwt9mnb
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ENGLISH learning coming up … 

Of Mice and Men is about the experiences of 

George and Lennie, two migrant ranch workers, 

who move from place to place in California in 

search of new job opportunities during the Great 

Depression in the United States.  

 

This book explores themes such as friendship, The 

American Dream and loneliness, as well as raising 

questions about racism and segregation.  

 

It is really important to explore these issues to 

understand history and consider our world today.  

 

• You can watch a short summary of the novel 

here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=Wk46oV84peQ 

• There are also some great activities on BBC 

Bitesize to develop your 

understanding: https://www.bbc.co.uk/

bitesize/topics/z8q3dmn 

 

ENGLISH learning coming up … 

 

Year 8 English Language: 

19th Century Non-Fiction 

 

You will be reading a range 

of non-fiction extracts from 

the 19th Century.  This will 

include letters, diaries, 

speeches and articles.  You 

will also have the chance to 

write some of your own non-fiction extracts! 

 

The 19th Century was a time of great change in 

Britain, with Queen Victorian and the industrial 

revolution.  

 

One article you will read is all about The Great 

Exhibition, an exhibition of culture and industry 

held in Hyde Park.  

 

You can take a virtual tour of The Great Exhibition 

to learn more about it: https://

www.royalparks.org.uk/parks/hyde-park/things-to

-see-and-do/the-great-exhibition-virtual-tour 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wk46oV84peQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wk46oV84peQ
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z8q3dmn
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z8q3dmn
https://www.royalparks.org.uk/parks/hyde-park/things-to-see-and-do/the-great-exhibition-virtual-tour
https://www.royalparks.org.uk/parks/hyde-park/things-to-see-and-do/the-great-exhibition-virtual-tour
https://www.royalparks.org.uk/parks/hyde-park/things-to-see-and-do/the-great-exhibition-virtual-tour
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SCIENCE learning coming up ...… 

 

Electromagnets 

Students will be building upon their knowledge 

from Year 7 and using it to make electromagnets, 

demonstrating how to alter the strength of an 

electromagnetic field in different way. 

SCIENCE learning coming up ...… 

 

Ecosystems 

This topic focuses on the world around us and how 

we fit into it.  

Students will look at how individual organisms use 

energy within them, focussing on photosynthesis 

and respiration, as well as looking at how this work 

for microorganisms as well in fermentation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forces 

Students are introduced to the effects of different 

forces, such as stretching, friction and pressure. 

Students will complete practical work to 

demonstrate the effect of these forces and will be 

introduced to some of the calculations needed to 

calculate the relative strength of different forces. 

GEOGRAPHY learning coming up ...… 

 

Shape Shifters: How Water shapes the Land 

Water exists in different states around the world. 

In both solid and liquid form it produces some of 

the most striking landscapes.  It also poses risks 

that need careful management.  

This topic looks at mighty glaciers, meandering 

rivers and coasts identifying the processes 

involved in creating some of the most dramatic 

scenery on Earth. 
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MATHS learning coming up … 
 

Over the next seven weeks in Maths, we will be 

covering two to three units on the following 

subjects, depending on whether your child is 

studying the Pi, Theta or Delta scheme of work. 
 

Pi students  will be studying: 

 

 

 

 

 

Theta students will be studying: 

 

 

 

Delta students will be studying: 

 

 

There will also be access to Timetables Rockstar's, 

so make sure yoy are completing regularly to win a 

certificate in a variety of 

categories or even better make 

our Hall of Fame at the end of 

the year. 

MUSIC learning coming up … 

Students in Year 8 will be finishing their topic on 

Samba or Ukulele.  

In Ukulele, each group will be doing their final 

performances to the class 

for assessment.  We will 

have the chords and melody 

all played on the Ukulele.  

There might be an 

opportunity to do some 

singing, too!  

Classes working on Samba will finish exploring a 

style of music from South 

America.  This is a 

percussive style of music, 

where you will be able to 

play various instruments 

and put together a carnival performance as part of 

the class.  

Students in Year 8 will then 

move on to studying the music 

of J.S Bach.  We will learn 

about and play Bach's Toccata 

and Fugue in D Minor for 

Organ.  

Year 8 classes will also have 

the opportunity to explore the musical genre of 

Minimalism.  We will study pieces of music by 

composers such as Steven Reich and Philip Glass. 

There will be plenty of 

opportunities to perform and 

compose your own music in 

this topic.   

• Shapes 

• Fractions 

• Measuring 

• Transformations 

• Percentages 

• Decimals 

• Graphs 

• Angles 

• Ines 

• Sequences 

• Transformations 

• Sequences 

• Graphs 

• Multiplicative 

Reasoning 

• Perimeter 

• Area 

• Volume 
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Design Technology learning coming up … 

In Year 8, students rotate between four different elements of Design Technology.  These are: Cooking, 

Textiles, Graphics and Resistant Materials.  Students will spend ten weeks in each subject area. 

Cooking 

Students will further develop their understanding of the principles of good nutrition.  They will deepen 
their knowledge of the Eatwell Guide, the 8 Tips for Healthy Eating, food labelling and calorie balance. 
Students’ understanding of macro and micronutrients will be further stretched to include the               
subcategories of the nutrients, as well as what happens if we consume too much or too little of them.  
 
Students will learn how to apply the 6Rs within a food environment.  They will also gain further               
understanding of how and why foods are labelled in the manner that they are, along with why a variety 
of symbols and logos are used on food packaging.  Students will also explore the concept of food miles 
and learn why it is an important consideration in the selection of the foods that they choose to             
purchase.  
 
Students will continue to prepare, predominantly savoury, dishes within their  
practical lessons and will demonstrate ingrained knowledge of health and  
safety alongside food hygiene. 

Textiles 

Students focus on understanding fibre and fabric choices to make a phone case or drinks coaster, that 

links to sustainability.  Students look at existing product research, ACCESSFM and explore hand-sewn 

techniques to achieve lesson objectives.  They explore design ideas using peer  

assessment and feedback to support a final idea using the design brief and  

product criteria. 

Graphics 

Students will be developing skills learnt from Year 7 and looking at more detail into the initial design 
process.  Students will design and make a board game and will develop their  
designs, from their initial ideas, through to drawing up the design on Photoshop. 
Students will make the board and box using jigs and templates, as well as using  
craft knives and 3D printer, or laser cutter, to make the counters.  They have the  
opportunity to use the vacuum former to make a tray for the board game  
pieces and cards.  
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DRAMA learning coming up … 

 

What are we going to be doing? 

 

In Drama during this coming term, students in Year 

8 will be looking into our scheme of work, 

Devising, more specifically looking at the 

influences of Social Media and creating a Theatre 

in Education performance to highlight different 

aspects of Social Media.   

There will be multiple opportunities to engage in 

stimulating explorative activities to enhance 

character building and confidence.  There will be 

multiple opportunities for students to work in 

groups and build positive relationships built on 

trust.  

 

Students will be engaging in a range of different 

drama techniques both theoretically and 

practically.  This is also linking to one of the drama 

components in GCSE, so that students can begin to 

develop ready for the start of the GCSE in 

September. 

 

All students will be given the opportunity to 

develop their Drama knowledge creatively and 

build their confidence throughout.  The skills that 

will be developed will be transferrable and not 

only valuable during Drama, but elsewhere in their 

journey.  

DRAMA learning coming up … 

 

How are they going to be learning and assessed?  

 

Students are assessed in four different areas 

throughout their learning in Year 8. These are: 

• Creating 

• Performing 

• Responding 

• Evaluating.  

 

This term, students will be assessed, responding 

and evaluating how they created their 

performance and what influence they were to 

their group. 

 

 

Useful websites/resources to look at:  

 

• Looking into what devising is and how it links 

to the GCSE Course: Microsoft Word - GCSE 

Guide to Devising (pearson.com) 

 

• Tips for Devising theatre by the Practitioners 

Gecko Theatre Tips for Making Theatre | 

Education | Gecko - YouTube 

 

• What skills are used in devising in 

drama Drama Skills - Devising - YouTube 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Drama/2016/teaching-and-learning-materials/GCSE-Guide-to-Devising.pdf#:~:text=%EE%80%80Devising%EE%80%81%20is%20a%20group%20collaboration%20in%20response%20to,the%20chosen%20style%20of%20the%20%EE%80%80d
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Drama/2016/teaching-and-learning-materials/GCSE-Guide-to-Devising.pdf#:~:text=%EE%80%80Devising%EE%80%81%20is%20a%20group%20collaboration%20in%20response%20to,the%20chosen%20style%20of%20the%20%EE%80%80d
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-G9fwO4RgpU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-G9fwO4RgpU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BTf8VuvLvaI
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HISTORY learning coming up … 
 

 

What are we going to be learning? 

 

1. Russian Revolution  

2. Weimar and Nazi Germany  

3. World War 2  

4. Holocaust  

 

How will we be learning about these topics? 

 

Lesson topics will include... 

• Russian Revolution  

• The Rise of the Nazi Party  

• Home Front 

• Atomic bomb  

• Nazi discrimination  

• Final solution  

• Kindertransport.  

 

Useful websites/resources to look at  

• After the War- book  

• Mau- book  

• The book Thief  

• The World War - Netflix  

ART learning coming up … 
 

Identity 

 

In this project, you will learn the proportions of the 

face and draw an accurate tonal self portrait.  

 

Working in your sketchbook, you will explore the 

proportions of each facial feature, how identity is 

used in artists work, painting and drawing skills. 
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P.E. Learning coming up … 

Girls 1 Athletics 

• Speed 

• Power 

• Short, middle and long-distance 

technique  

• Throwing techniques  

• Jumping techniques    

 

In Year 8 during term three, 

we will be moving on to the 

summer sports.  

 

Due to the students’ missing 

out on summer activities 

last year, we are focusing on 

an understanding of          

performing at maximum 

levels through athletics.  

 

During the single lesson we 

are looking at the different 

types of fitness that          

students can engage in on 

their own alongside some 

alternative summer sports.  

Boys 1 Athletics 

• Speed 

• Power 

• Short, middle- and long-distance 

technique  

• Throwing techniques  

• Jumping techniques    

Girls 2 Rounders 

• Fielding skills 

• Batting skills  

• Tactical skills   

• Throwing techniques  

• Catching techniques  

Boys 1 Cricket 

• Fielding skills 

• Batting skills  

• Tactical skills   

• Throwing techniques  

• Catching techniques  
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PHILOSOPHY, RELIGIOUS AND ETHICS learning 
coming up … 
 

In lessons this half-term, we will focus on 

Christianity.  Students have learned about Sikhism 

and Buddhism and we are now moving towards 

Christianity, the largest religion in the UK. 

 

The lesson focuses will be: 

1. Introduction - Christian denominations  

2. The person of Jesus 

3. Key beliefs -  The Ten Commandments  

4. Sacred text - The Bible 

5. Assessment 

 

The following resources are helpful to aid 

understanding: 

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/

ztkxpv4/articles/zvfnkmn 

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/

p02mwvwt 

Can you unscramble these words? 

 

See how many of these Wildlife-themed 

scrambled words you can unscramble?  Why not 

challenge a family member or friend as well … 

 

For example: NTA = ANT 

 

1. NHYEO EEB     _______________    

2. NIBOR            _______________ 

3. LLOWIW TEER    _______________ 

4. LGUS       _______________ 

5. ETLEEB      _______________ 

6. AKO TEER    _______________ 

7. YCMORESA TEER _______________ 

8. AILNS    _______________ 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/ztkxpv4/articles/zvfnkmn
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/ztkxpv4/articles/zvfnkmn
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02mwvwt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02mwvwt
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 Have you seen our Diagnosis Support Pack?  

 

Our Diagnosis Support Pack 
(DSP) has been coproduced by 
families for families following a 
diagnosis of a neurodiversity, and 
contains information, resources 
and signposting in a variety of 
media (video's, infographics, 
animations), split into 14 sections 

- from sleep to medication, and lots more. 

The DSP covers the following topics: 

1.         Introduction 

2.         Positives of Neuro-diversities 

3.         Holistic Approach 

4.         What to expect at your appointment 

5.         Sleep 

6.         Medication 

7.         Talking about a diagnosis 

8.         Sensory Processing Needs 

9.         Mental Heath 

10.      Supporting Social Communication 
Development in Autism 

11.      Best Practice Guide – for professionals 

12.      Contact Information and Resources 

13.      Jargon Buster 

14.      Printable resources and links 

 

Families have described the experience of their child 
receiving a neurodiversity diagnosis (e.g. Autism or 
ADHD) with mixed emotions and following the lengthy 
diagnosis process are left with little information, or 
understanding of ‘what next?’  They told us that a 
'one-stop shop' for information, resources and 
signposting following a diagnosis would be useful, and 
they would like this information to be accessible and 
from a trusted source.  

  

The pack has been co-produced with the help of parents, 

young people, local Parent Carer Forums, CAMHS, 

Education Psychology and other key partners. 

 

All pages have been made easy to follow, with links that 

that guide you through the pack.  As well as making the 

pack informative and useful, it was really important to us 

that the pack uplifts people and celebrates 

neurodiversity. We know many families find receiving a 

diagnosis a challenging time but empowering messages 

and having positive role models are so important to help 

parents/carers and young people on their journey. 

The weblink to the Diagnosis Support Pack 

is:  www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/dsp or by 

scanning on this QR Code. 

 

We have designed some posters and we welcome your 

help in promoting this pack by displaying our poster in 

areas that is used by staff and families.  If you have a 

parent/carer newsletter/email, please can we ask that 

you help us to promote this pack by including this 

information about the Diagnosis Support Pack too. 

 

 

 

http://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/beds-luton-community-paediatrics/diagnosis-support-pack
http://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/beds-luton-community-paediatrics/diagnosis-support-pack
https://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/beds-luton-community-paediatrics/diagnosis-support-pack/introduction
https://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/beds-luton-community-paediatrics/diagnosis-support-pack/Neuro-diversities
https://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/beds-luton-community-paediatrics/diagnosis-support-pack/a-holistic-approachhttps:/www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/beds-luton-community-paediatrics/diagnosis-support-pack/a-holistic-approach
https://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/beds-luton-community-paediatrics/diagnosis-support-pack/neurodevelopmental-assessments
https://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/beds-luton-community-paediatrics/diagnosis-support-pack/sleep
https://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/beds-luton-community-paediatrics/diagnosis-support-pack/adhd-medication
https://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/beds-luton-community-paediatrics/diagnosis-support-pack/talking-about-a-diagnosis
https://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/Bedfordshire/services/occupational-therapy/sensory-processing-awareness-training
https://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/beds-luton-community-paediatrics/diagnosis-support-pack/mental-health
https://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/beds-luton-community-paediatrics/diagnosis-support-pack/supporting-social-communications-development
https://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/beds-luton-community-paediatrics/diagnosis-support-pack/supporting-social-communications-development
https://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/beds-luton-community-paediatrics/diagnosis-support-pack/best-practice-guide-for-professionals
https://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/beds-luton-community-paediatrics/diagnosis-support-pack/useful-contact-information-and-resources
https://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/beds-luton-community-paediatrics/diagnosis-support-pack/jargon-buster
https://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/beds-luton-community-paediatrics/diagnosis-support-pack/printable-resources-and-videolinks
http://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/dsp


  Year 8 SEND Edition 

May 2022 

01767 680598 
www.sandysecondaryschool.com 

 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

There are lots of useful websites, which share 

information to support you and your children.  On 

this page, we have shared some websites which 

you might like to look at.  

 

Central Bedfordshire Local Offer  and Bedford 

Borough Local Offer.  Both of these resources 

share information for families about local clubs as 

well as links to support services available. 

Central Bedfordshire Local  Offer: https://

localoffer.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/kb5/

centralbedfordshire/directory/home.page  

Bedford Borough Local Offer:  https://

localoffer.bedford.gov.uk/kb5/bedford/directory/

home.page  

 

 

Kooth is a fantastic resource which supports young 

people and their mental wellbeing. Kooth offers  

free, safe and anonymous support. https://

www.kooth.com/. 

 

Groundwork Luton and Bedfordshire 

offer targeted youth work to young 

people aged between 11to 18 years 

old. The services they offer range 

from 1-1 support and groups work support. 

https://www.groundwork.org.uk/hubs/east/

services/   

 

Autism Bedfordshire is an 

excellent resource which offers 

support and guidance, to break down barriers to 

social participation.  They have specialist trained 

staff who will help build young people’s 

confidence, self-esteem and social skills. https://

www.autismbedfordshire.net/ 

Ambitious about Autism 

have created a wide range 

of easy-reads, templates, top tips and posters that 

families and young people can download.  More 

information can be found at https://

www.ambitiousaboutautism.org.uk/information-

about-autism/coronavirus-and-autism/resources?

fbclid=IwAR1KoAfs4c0UWUl7n5KQA45AgSlt1YA3X

B1d8d2EBaSgcFNcDtjgMO6bPmA  

Outside-iN offer support 

and advice for families and 

young people with ADHD and ASD.  They offer 

training, coaching and support  with social skills, 

communication skills, emotion management, 

anger management and lots more! https://

outsidein-solutions.com/ 

 

https://www.kooth.com/
https://www.kooth.com/
https://www.autismbedfordshire.net/
https://www.autismbedfordshire.net/
https://outsidein-solutions.com/
https://outsidein-solutions.com/
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Central Bedfordshire SENDIASS team offer 

information, support and advice for parents and 

guardians of children and young people with 

Special educational needs and disabilities.  

 

The service is available to support children in 

educational settings. You can contact their 

telephone helpline between 9.00am-3.00pm 

Monday to Friday on 0300 300 8088 alternatively 

you can email them at 

sendiass@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk  

 

https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/

special_educational_needs_and_disability_-

_local_offer/141/

central_bedfordshire_special_educational_needs_

and_disability_information_advice_and_support_s

ervice 

For more information about what Central 

Bedfordshire have to offer, please check out the 

local offer website at: https://

www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/

special_educational_needs_and_disability_-

_local_offer 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

SNAP Parent Carer Forum (PCF)  are a 

pro-active group of people who work 

with education, health, social care and 

many other organisations to help influence and 

improve local services for children and young 

people. You can find out more, and join the group 

following this link: https://

www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/

special_educational_needs_and_disability_-

_local_offer/138/

support_for_parents_and_carers/2 

 

Carers in Bedfordshire offer support for anyone 

who cares for another member of their household. 

There are lots of different groups, activities and 

support online. They offer a community for you to 

share common experiences  with each other, 

receive peer support and peer mentoring. https://

carersinbeds.org.uk/ 

 

Bedford Open Door are a charity offering  free and 

confidential counselling for young people aged 13-

25.  This support can be received over the phone 

or online. http://www.bedfordopendoor.org.uk/ 

https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/special_educational_needs_and_disability_-_local_offer/141/central_bedfordshire_special_educational_needs_and_disability_information_advice_and_support_service
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/special_educational_needs_and_disability_-_local_offer/141/central_bedfordshire_special_educational_needs_and_disability_information_advice_and_support_service
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/special_educational_needs_and_disability_-_local_offer/141/central_bedfordshire_special_educational_needs_and_disability_information_advice_and_support_service
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/special_educational_needs_and_disability_-_local_offer/141/central_bedfordshire_special_educational_needs_and_disability_information_advice_and_support_service
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/special_educational_needs_and_disability_-_local_offer/141/central_bedfordshire_special_educational_needs_and_disability_information_advice_and_support_service
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/special_educational_needs_and_disability_-_local_offer/141/central_bedfordshire_special_educational_needs_and_disability_information_advice_and_support_service
https://carersinbeds.org.uk/
https://carersinbeds.org.uk/
http://www.bedfordopendoor.org.uk/
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Central Bedfordshire Diagnosis Support Pack 

The diagnosis support pack is for families 

following a neurodiversity diagnosis and contains 

information, resources and signposting in a 

variety of media. It is split into 14 different 

sections . 

The pack has been co-produced with the help of 

parents, young people, parent carer forums,  

CAMHs and Education Psychology.  

For more information please follow the web link 

below or scan the QR code. 

https://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/beds-

luton-community-paediatrics/diagnosis-support-pack 

If we can offer any further support and guidance, 

please contact us at  

asksenco@sandysecondaryschool.com 

We are always happy to answer any questions 

you might have! 

 

The team members are: 

Mrs Smith: SENCO  

Mrs Alderton: Assistant SENCO 

Mrs Walton-Smith: Learning Support Manager 

Mrs Robinson: EHCP Co-ordinator 

Ms Barrowcliffe: REACH Manager 

mailto:asksenco@sandysecondaryschool.com

