
 

 

ARR/jm 
4th February 2022 

Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
Covid-19 Update: February 2022 
 
In the past two weeks, the number of staff members who have tested positive for Covid-19 has 
increased substantially, putting significant strain on the school and our ability to cover for absent 
colleagues.  To evidence this, the total number of teaching staff testing positive for Covid-19 has 
increased from two in mid-January, to a total of 12 teaching staff as of today, Friday 4th February.  
This is not including staff who are absent for other reasons.   
 
In addition to this, other staff members have been unable to attend work as they have children, or 
other dependents who have tested positive, or are in some way unable to attend school, due to the 
impact of the pandemic.  This situation has inevitably placed staffing under significant strain, with 
those staff who are in school having to cover an increasing number of lessons for absent colleagues.  
 
We are aware that this is also impacting on other schools across the region and nationally, with 
schools doing what they can to mitigate the impact and continue with school-based learning.  To help 
reduce transmission, we are still regularly ventilating classrooms, asking students to sanitise regularly 
and, on the basis of local authority guidance, we are recommending that face masks are still to be 
worn in communal areas, when indoors.  
 
In continuing with these measures, and by staff working hard to cover for absent colleagues, we have 
so far managed to keep the school open to all year groups.  This continues to be our main priority 
and we are determined to do everything we can to minimise the impact on teaching and learning, 
particularly for those students sitting GCSE and A level examinations this year. 
 
Unfortunately, however, due to the high number of staff members who are currently absent with 
Covid-19, it is no longer possible to run the school at full capacity.  Having looked at all other 
alternatives and, given that there is a national shortage of supply teachers, we just cannot cover 
classes and have, therefore, had to make the difficult decision to close the school to the following 
years groups next week: 
 

Monday 7th February School closed to students in Year 12 (due to their age, Sixth Form 
students are welcome to attend school and study independently in 
the study area should they wish to do so. 

Tuesday 8th February School closed to students in Year 7. 

Wednesday 9th February School closed to students in Year 8. 

Thursday 10th February School closed to students in Year 7. 

Friday 11th February School closed to students in Year 8. 



 

We understand the additional pressure that this causes, but we have exhausted all other options for 
keeping the school fully open.  We will, however, continue to ensure that the situation is reviewed 
on a daily basis and, if the staffing situation improves and it is possible to re-open the school fully, 
we shall not hesitate to do so.  We have tried to limit the impact on GCSE and A level classes, but 
also mitigate the impact of school closures on any one particular year group, to help with childcare 
implications.   Work will be set on Edulink for these year groups when they are absent from school 
under the Homework tab.  Unfortunately, due to the fact that staff will be covering for absent 
colleagues and used to support with examination classes, there will not be any 'live' lessons.  
 
Free School Meals Information/Options 
For children who are eligible for free school meals, we will provide them with a hot school lunch, 
which will be available to collect from our main reception on the day.  
 
Should you require a free school lunch for your child, we would be grateful if you could email us, 
by 12noon on Monday 7th February, at the latest, using parentcontact@sandysecondaryschool.com, 
stating the following:  
 

• Your child’s name  

• the date required and one of the following options: 
o Hot meat option 
o Vegetable option 

 
Meals will then be ready for you or your child to collect from the main office from 12.45pm, on the 
day the school will be closed to your child’s year group.  
 
We thank you for your support and understanding during this very difficult time.  Should you have 
any questions or concerns, then please do not hesitate to contact us, using 
parentcontact@sandysecondaryschool.com. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
Miss K Hayward 
Executive Principal 
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