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Welcome to the next edition of our newsletter.  

Inside, you will find information about the 

different learning topics and tasks that you will be 

completing at school after Easter.  

Some of your teachers have added weblinks for 

videos that share further information about what 

you will be learning.  

In this newsletter, there is also information about 

events coming up in your local area.  There are also 

links to lots of different  websites and support 

services for both students and family members. 

We hope you have a lovely Easter break and look 

forward to seeing you after the holidays.  

 

 

Below is an Easter Poem. Can you spot the rhyming 

pattern in the poem? C ould you write your own 

poem about what Easter means to you? 

When I think of Easter 

I think of hot cross buns, 

Of chocolate eggs and holidays 

Of treasure hunts, what fun! 

ENGLISH learning coming up … 
 
English Literature -: A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

Students in Year 7 will be reading Shakespeare’s A 

Midsummer Nights Dream.  They will have to 

know the key scenes of the plot and characters. 

Below are some links to 

help with this: 

 

• https://

www.youtube.com/

watch?v=Inu2A5iHROI&t=16s 

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-

video/english-a-midsummer-nights-dream-

index/z6rcgwx 

It would also be useful for students to have an 

idea of Shakespeare’s life: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wv7-

nnUN5QI 

 

English Language: Autobiographies 

For English Language, students will be looking at a 

variety of autobiographies of prominent 

individuals from an array of different 

backgrounds.  Within the autobiographies, we will 

be identifying language and structural techniques. 

Helpful links: 

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/

z2yycdm/articles/zs8strd 

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-

video/english-ks2-ks3-punctuation-rules/

z7d8rj6 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Inu2A5iHROI&t=16s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Inu2A5iHROI&t=16s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Inu2A5iHROI&t=16s
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-a-midsummer-nights-dream-index/z6rcgwx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-a-midsummer-nights-dream-index/z6rcgwx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-a-midsummer-nights-dream-index/z6rcgwx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wv7-nnUN5QI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wv7-nnUN5QI
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z2yycdm/articles/zs8strd
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z2yycdm/articles/zs8strd
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks2-ks3-punctuation-rules/z7d8rj6
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks2-ks3-punctuation-rules/z7d8rj6
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks2-ks3-punctuation-rules/z7d8rj6
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SCIENCE learning coming up … 
 
Classes: 7a4, 7b1, 7b2  
 

Genes 

In this topic, students will learn about the variation 

between and within species, and the causes and 

types of variation.  They will learn about the 

importance of variation within a species to prevent 

extinction of the species.  

Students will learn about human reproductive 

systems, including the menstrual cycle.  They will 

study how a foetus develops, supported by the 

mother and will consider the effects of various 

substances on a developing foetus.  

Within this topic, there are lots of opportunities 

for developing graph skills, including plotting and 

analysing both bar charts and line graphs.  

Students also have the opportunity to critique 

claims and explore what is meant by bias in 

sources of information using the context of the 

effects of smoking in pregnancy.  They are 

encouraged to use information to form a reasoned 

opinion. 

SCIENCE learning coming up … 
 
Classes: 7a3, 7c1, 7c3 

 

Energy 

In this topic students will learn that energy can be 

stored and transferred in many different ways, but 

the total energy has the same value before and 

after a change.  

Students will also learn to compare energy values 

of different foods (from labels) (kJ), power ratings 

of appliances in watts (W, kW), amounts of energy 

transferred (J, kJ, kW hour) and to calculate 

domestic fuel bills, fuel use and costs.  

Students will learn about the many ways in which 

we can produce the electricity we need and other 

processes that involve energy transfer: changing 

motion, dropping an object, completing an 

electrical circuit, stretching a spring, metabolism of 

food, burning fuels. 
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SCIENCE learning coming up … 
 
Classes: 7a3, 7c1, 7c3, 7a4, 7b1, 7b2  

 

Waves  

In this topic, students will learn that waves on 

water travel with transverse motion; these waves 

can be reflected and add or cancel – superposition. 

Frequencies of sound waves is measured in hertz 

(Hz); sound needs a medium to travel, the speed of 

sound in air, in water, in solids and that sound is 

produced by vibrations of objects.  The similarities 

and differences between light waves and waves in 

matter, colours and the different frequencies of 

light, white light and prisms. 

 

Classes: 7a1, 7a2, 7b3, 7c2 

 

Electromagnets 

In this topic, students will learn about the circuit 

symbols we use to represent common electrical 

components, how to define: electric current, 

measured in amperes, in circuits, series and 

parallel circuits; potential difference, measured in 

volts, battery and bulb ratings; resistance, 

measured in ohms, as the ratio of potential 

difference (p.d.) to current, and the idea of electric 

field, forces acting across the space between 

objects not in contact. 

SCIENCE learning coming up … 

Electromagnets: 

 

Classes: 7a1, 7a2, 7b3, 7c2 

 

Matter 

In this topic, students will learn the differences in 

arrangements, in motion and in closeness of 

particles in solids, liquid and gases explaining 

changes of state, shape and density, the 

similarities and differences, including density 

differences, between solids, liquids and gases.   

They will learn how mass is conserved in melting, 

freezing, evaporation, sublimation, condensation 

as well as dissolving.  They will study the difference 

between chemical and physical changes, diffusion 

in terms of the particle model and simple 

techniques for separating mixtures: filtration, 

evaporation, distillation and chromatography. 
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DRAMA learning coming up … 
 

 

What are we going to be doing?  

 

This term we will be 

looking at the topic of 

Comedy!  The lessons 

should be filled with 

the chance to crack a 

smile and have a laugh 

looking at the classics, 

like Mr Bean and 

Monty Python.  We will be looking at the structure 

of comedy like the 'Rule of 3', 'Gross Comedy' and 

'Competitive Comedy'.  

 

 

How are they going to be learning and assessed?  

 

Students will explore the topic in a practical way 

through group work.  This term is going to be a 

written assessment, where students recall the 

characters and work they have created, to write 

about focusing in responding and evaluating in the 

written analysing the performance we have 

created as a class.  

 

Useful websites/resources to look at:  

• Watch some Mr Bean clips! https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZQryUvMpGk8  

• Monty Python Crunchy 

Frog - https://

www.youtube.com/

watch?v=3zZQQijocRI  

MATHS learning coming up … 
 
In Maths over the next seven 

weeks, we will be covering 2 to 3 

units on the following subjects, 

depending whether your child is taking the Pi, Theta or 

Delta scheme of work.  

 

Pi Students will be studying: 

Theta students will be studying: 

 

Delta students will be studying: 

 

There will also be access to Timestables Rockstars, 

so make sure you are completing regularly to win a 

certificate in a variety of categories or even better 

make our Hall of Fame at 

the end of the year. 

• Angles 

• Lines 

• Fractions 

• Decimals 

• Ratio 

• Proportion 

• Lines and Angles 

• Sequences 

• Graphs 

• Equations 

• Multiplicative rea-

soning 

• Perimeter 

• Area 

• Volume 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZQryUvMpGk8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZQryUvMpGk8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3zZQQijocRI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3zZQQijocRI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3zZQQijocRI
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MUSIC learning coming up … 
 
Year 7 students will be finishing their current topic 

of Ukulele or African Drumming after Easter.  

 

The classes 

currently doing 

Ukulele will finish 

with a Battle of the 

Bands Assessment, 

where each group 

will perform Riptide 

by Vance Joy.  We 

will be strumming 

the chords and 

singing at the same 

time! 

 

The classes currently doing African Drumming will 

be finishing with a Composition and Performance 

Assessment.  Each group will have a Master 

Drummer Leader, with multiple different sections 

with varying textures.  

 

After assessments, classes will swap over and do 

Ukulele or African Drumming.  

ART learning coming up … 
 

In art we will be starting the final topic of Pattern.  

 

Looking into the life and work of Enid Marx within 

the subject of Industrial Design.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students shall explore two different printing 

techniques to create pattern and to use these 

patterns to inspire a piece of industrial design of 

their choosing. 
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DESIGN TECHNOLOGY learning coming up … 

In Year 7, students rotate between four different elements of Design Technology.  These are: Cooking, 

Textiles, Graphics and Resistant Materials.  Students will spend ten weeks in each subject area. 

COOKING 

Students will gain an understanding of the  
principles of good nutrition. They will develop their 
knowledge of the Eatwell Guide, the 8 Tips for 
Healthy Eating, food labelling and calorie  
balance. Students will also gain an understanding of 
macro and micronutrients.  
We will begin to explore the sources of food,          
looking specifically at where our foods come from, 
as well as how it is processed.  We will explore the 
factors that affect food choices and begin to look at 
special diets. 
Students will have the opportunity to cook a range 
of foods, with the focus being on  
developing  their skills in  
order to safely prepare dishes, 
mostly, savoury.   
There is also a strong focus  
on food hygiene and  
making sure that the food  
you prepare is safe to eat. 

GRAPHICS 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Students will be gaining knowledge and  
understanding of the design process by looking at a 
task analysis, existing product research and drawing 
skills.  
Students will complete the process of creating an 
initial idea, by designing a toy. They then follow this 
process all the way through to generating a final 
design for an action figure and a comic book.  
Practical work focuses on using computers to         
produce a final design for the action figure using         
Tinkercad, followed by 3D printing.  Students will be 
designing and making packaging using craft knives 
and vacuum former.  

TEXTILES 

Students focus on understanding fibre and fabric 
choices to make a phone case or drinks coaster that 
links to sustainability.  
Students look at existing product research,             
ACCESSFM and explore hand sewn techniques to 
achieve lesson objectives. They explore design ideas 
using peer assessment and feedback to support a 
final idea using the design brief and product criteria. 

RESISTANT MATERIALS 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Students will be focusing on understanding of 3rd 
Angle orthographic projection and technical       
manufacturing drawings. Students will also learn 
about material properties of hard and soft woods. 
Students will complete some practical activities in 
the workshop based on traditional woodworking 
skills.  
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PHILOSOPHY, RELIGIOUS AND ETHICS learning 
coming up … 
 

In lessons this half-term we will focus on 

Christianity. Students have learned about Sikhism 

and Buddhism and we are now moving towards 

Christianity, as it the largest religion in the UK. 

 

The lesson focuses will be: 

1. Introduction - Christian denominations  

2. The person of Jesus 

3. Key beliefs - commandments (10/two great) 

4. Sacred text - The Bible 

5. Assessment 

 

 

The following resources are helpful to aid 

understanding: 

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/

ztkxpv4/articles/zvfnkmn 

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/

p02mwvwt 

SMSC learning coming up … 
 
Health & wellbeing / Exploring influence 

 

Sandy Secondary School follow the PSHE 

association five-year scheme of work. This ensures 

that all students have covered all topics by the end 

of KS4. Students work in SMSC booklets and there 

is an assessment at the end of each unit to check 

students' understanding  (multiple choice.) 

 

SMSC work booklets provide information on 

websites, organisations, appropriate authorities, 

and signpost adults in school that students can 

access if they need extra support or are affected 

by any of the subjects covered in SMSC. 

 

We will be exploring the following topics, delivered 

in two SMSC sessions per week in form: 

 

• Influence and impact of drugs. 

• Positive and negative influences on young 

people (including friendship groups, the 

media and gangs.) 

• Gangs (how gangs operate, why young 

people might be 

drawn into a 

gang, and the 

consequences 

of being in 

gang.) 

• Role models 

(Positive role 

models and the 

media.) 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/ztkxpv4/articles/zvfnkmn
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/ztkxpv4/articles/zvfnkmn
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02mwvwt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02mwvwt
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P.E. learning coming up … 

 

In Year 7, during term three, we will be moving on to the summer sports, focusing on an understanding of 

performing at maximum levels through athletics.  During the lessons, we are looking at the different types of 

fitness that students can engage in on their own, alongside some alternative summer sports.  

 

 
Girls 1 Athletics 

• Speed 

• Power 

• Short, middle and long-distance technique  

• Throwing techniques  

• Jumping techniques    

Boys 1 Athletics 

• Speed 

• Power 

• Short, middle- and long-distance technique  

• Throwing techniques  

• Jumping techniques    

Girls 2 Rounders 

• Fielding skills 

• Batting skills  

• Tactical skills   

• Throwing techniques  

• Catching techniques  

Boys 1 Cricket 

• Fielding skills 

• Batting skills  

• Tactical skills   

• Throwing techniques  

• Catching techniques  
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GENERAL INFORMATION 

There are lots of useful websites, which share 

information to support you and your children.  On 

this page, we have shared some websites which 

you might like to look at.  

 

Central Bedfordshire Local Offer  and Bedford 

Borough Local Offer.  Both of these resources 

share information for families about local clubs as 

well as links to support services available. 

Central Bedfordshire Local  Offer: https://

localoffer.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/kb5/

centralbedfordshire/directory/home.page  

Bedford Borough Local Offer:  https://

localoffer.bedford.gov.uk/kb5/bedford/directory/

home.page  

 

 

Kooth is a fantastic resource which supports young 

people and their mental wellbeing. Kooth offers  

free, safe and anonymous support. https://

www.kooth.com/. 

 

Groundwork Luton and Bedfordshire 

offer targeted youth work to young 

people aged between 11to 18 years 

old. The services they offer range 

from 1-1 support and groups work support. 

https://www.groundwork.org.uk/hubs/east/

services/   

 

Autism Bedfordshire is an 

excellent resource which offers 

support and guidance, to break down barriers to 

social participation.  They have specialist trained 

staff who will help build young people’s 

confidence, self-esteem and social skills. https://

www.autismbedfordshire.net/ 

Ambitious about Autism 

have created a wide range 

of easy-reads, templates, top tips and posters that 

families and young people can download.  More 

information can be found at https://

www.ambitiousaboutautism.org.uk/information-

about-autism/coronavirus-and-autism/resources?

fbclid=IwAR1KoAfs4c0UWUl7n5KQA45AgSlt1YA3X

B1d8d2EBaSgcFNcDtjgMO6bPmA  

Outside-iN offer support 

and advice for families and 

young people with ADHD and ASD.  They offer 

training, coaching and support  with social skills, 

communication skills, emotion management, 

anger management and lots more! https://

outsidein-solutions.com/ 

 

https://www.kooth.com/
https://www.kooth.com/
https://www.autismbedfordshire.net/
https://www.autismbedfordshire.net/
https://outsidein-solutions.com/
https://outsidein-solutions.com/
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Central Bedfordshire SENDIASS team offer 

information, support and advice for parents and 

guardians of children and young people with 

Special educational needs and disabilities.  

 

The service is available to support children in 

educational settings. You can contact their 

telephone helpline between 9.00am-3.00pm 

Monday to Friday on 0300 300 8088 alternatively 

you can email them at 

sendiass@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk  

 

https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/

special_educational_needs_and_disability_-

_local_offer/141/

central_bedfordshire_special_educational_needs_

and_disability_information_advice_and_support_s

ervice 

For more information about what Central 

Bedfordshire have to offer, please check out the 

local offer website at: https://

www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/

special_educational_needs_and_disability_-

_local_offer 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

SNAP Parent Carer Forum (PCF)  are a 

pro-active group of people who work 

with education, health, social care and 

many other organisations to help influence and 

improve local services for children and young 

people. You can find out more, and join the group 

following this link: https://

www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/

special_educational_needs_and_disability_-

_local_offer/138/

support_for_parents_and_carers/2 

 

Carers in Bedfordshire offer support for anyone 

who cares for another member of their household. 

There are lots of different groups, activities and 

support online. They offer a community for you to 

share common experiences  with each other, 

receive peer support and peer mentoring. https://

carersinbeds.org.uk/ 

 

Bedford Open Door are a charity offering  free and 

confidential counselling for young people aged 13-

25.  This support can be received over the phone 

or online. http://www.bedfordopendoor.org.uk/ 

https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/special_educational_needs_and_disability_-_local_offer/141/central_bedfordshire_special_educational_needs_and_disability_information_advice_and_support_service
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/special_educational_needs_and_disability_-_local_offer/141/central_bedfordshire_special_educational_needs_and_disability_information_advice_and_support_service
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/special_educational_needs_and_disability_-_local_offer/141/central_bedfordshire_special_educational_needs_and_disability_information_advice_and_support_service
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/special_educational_needs_and_disability_-_local_offer/141/central_bedfordshire_special_educational_needs_and_disability_information_advice_and_support_service
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/special_educational_needs_and_disability_-_local_offer/141/central_bedfordshire_special_educational_needs_and_disability_information_advice_and_support_service
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/special_educational_needs_and_disability_-_local_offer/141/central_bedfordshire_special_educational_needs_and_disability_information_advice_and_support_service
https://carersinbeds.org.uk/
https://carersinbeds.org.uk/
http://www.bedfordopendoor.org.uk/
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Central Bedfordshire Diagnosis Support Pack 

The diagnosis support pack is for families 

following a neurodiversity diagnosis and contains 

information, resources and signposting in a 

variety of media. It is split into 14 different 

sections . 

The pack has been co-produced with the help of 

parents, young people, parent carer forums,  

CAMHs and Education Psychology.  

For more information please follow the web link 

below or scan the QR code. 

https://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/beds-

luton-community-paediatrics/diagnosis-support-pack 

If we can offer any further support and guidance, 

please contact us at  

asksenco@sandysecondaryschool.com 

We are always happy to answer any questions 

you might have! 

 

The team members are: 

Mrs Smith: SENCO  

Mrs Alderton: Assistant SENCO 

Mrs Walton-Smith: Learning Support Manager 

Mrs Robinson: EHCP Co-ordinator 

Ms Barrowcliffe: REACH Manager 

mailto:asksenco@sandysecondaryschool.com

