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Welcome to the second edition of our 

SEND Sandy Spotlight.  We hope you have 

enjoyed your first term at Sandy Secondary School.  

In this newsletter, you will find information about 

the different learning topics and tasks that you will 

be completing at school after half term.  Some of 

your teachers have added weblinks for videos that 

share further information about what you will be 

learning. There will also be information about 

various events both at school and through Central 

Bedfordshire.   

When you return 

back to school in 

January, please 

remember to bring 

with you all the 

items in your Fantastic 15. 

We hope you are all looking forward to the festive 

period and we look forward to seeing you all on 

Wednesday 5th January 2022.  

 

 

A Christmas Poem, by Mrs Walton-Smith 
 
T’was the newsletter before Christmas  
And all through the school 
Students were busy, teachers and all. 
The SEND newsletter is ready for you to read 
With help and advice for those in need 
So please have a look and see what you can find 
We have hidden some characters who are happy 
and kind. 

 

 

Your FANTASTIC 15 includes… 

 

• Black School Bag 

• Reading Book 

• Pencil Case 

• Black Pens 

• Soft Colouring Pencils 

• HB Pencils 

• Rubber 

• Glue Stick 

• Highlighters 

• 15cm Ruler 

• Protractor 

• Scientific Calculator 

• Purple Pen 

• Timetable 

• School Planner 
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ENGLISH learning coming up … 
 
Poetry across cultures 

These lessons will involve a 
range of poems from British 
and other cultures.  Students 
will … 

• Gain an understanding of the meaning behind 
the poems 

• Identify techniques within the poems 

• Begin to understand why the poet made choices 
in the way the poem was written. 

A useful website with more information is: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/
english-ks2-understanding-poetry-with-joseph-
coelho/zdhbqp3 
 
 
Transactional Writing 

In language, students will look at 
transactional writing through 
persuasive, informative and 
advisory writing.  The students will specifically look 
at magazines and create their own articles with a 
different focus each time. 

A useful website with more information is: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/
english-ks1-ks2-literacy-text-types-the-facts-about
-non-fiction/zbxry9q 

Both links provide extremely informative and 
educational introductory videos of each topic. 

HISTORY learning coming up … 
 
Students will be learning about the following 
topics: 
 
• Medieval Church 
 
 
 
 
 
• Crusades 
 
 
 
 
• War of the Roses   

LANGUAGES learning coming up … 
 
 
In French students will be 
studying free time:  what 
we use the internet for, 
how we use everyday 
technology (mobile phones, 
laptops etc)  
 
 
In Spanish students will 
be learning about food 
and drink in Spain and 
how to order items in a 
cafe or restaurant and 
how to get the bill to 
pay.  
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MATHS learning coming up … 

 

Over the next 6 weeks in Maths we will be 

covering 2 to 3 units on the following subjects, 

depending on if your child are studying the Theta 

or Delta scheme of work.  

 

Theta students will be studying: 

• Decimals 

• Measures 

• Fractions 

• Probability 

 

Delta students will be studying: 

• Fractions 

• Angles in Shapes 

• Decimals 

 

Access to both schemes of 

work, with supportive 

videos and questions, is available via posts on 

Edulink entitled Isolation/Lockdown work.  

 

There will also be access to Timetables Rockstar's, 

so make sure they are completing regularly to win 

a certificate in a variety of categories or even 

better make our Hall of Fame at the end of the 

year. 

SCIENCE learning coming up … 
 
Genes  

Classes: 7a1, 7a2, 7b3, 7c2, 7a4, 7b1, 7b2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In this topic, students will learn about the variation 

between and within species, and the causes and 

types of variation.  They will learn about the 

importance of variation within a species to prevent 

extinction of the species.  Students will learn about 

human reproductive systems, including the 

menstrual cycle.  They will study how a foetus 

develops, supported by the mother and will 

consider the effects of various substances on a 

developing foetus.  

Within this topic, there are lots of opportunities 

for developing graph skills, including plotting and 

analysing both bar charts and line graphs.  

Students also have the opportunity to critique 

claims and explore what is meant by bias in 

sources of information using the context of the 

effects of smoking in pregnancy.  They are 

encouraged to use information to form a reasoned 

opinion. 
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The second part of the 

topic is about the Earth 

in Space.  Again, this 

relates to observations 

and making sense of 

them by using a model 

to develop 

explanations. This also 

involves starting to 

appreciate extremely long timescales, but also 

huge distances as well.  The topic finishes with a 

look at the way that models are used in science. 

 
 
Ecosystems 

Classes: 7a3, 7c1, 7c3 

In this topic students will learn the 

interdependence of organisms in an ecosystem, 

including food webs and insect pollinated crops, 

the importance of plant reproduction through 

insect pollination in human food security and how 

organisms affect, and are affected by, their 

environment, including the accumulation of toxic 

materials. 

SCIENCE learning continued … 
  

Waves  

Classes: 7a1, 7a2, 7b3, 7c2 

In this topic students will learn that waves on 

water travel with transverse motion; these waves 

can be reflected and add or cancel – superposition. 

Frequencies of sound waves is measured in hertz 

(Hz); sound needs a medium to travel, the speed of 

sound in air, in water, in solids and that sound is 

produced by vibrations of objects. The similarities 

and differences between light waves and waves in 

matter, colours and the different frequencies of 

light, white light and prisms. 

  

Earth 

Classes: 7a3, 7a4, 7b1, 7b2 7c1, 7c3 

This topic covers the science of ‘what’s beneath us’ 

and ‘what’s above us’.  The first part of the topic 

offers a taxonomy of types of rocks and a process 

that links them, in the form of the rock cycle.  It 

offers a good opportunity to observe 

characteristics of rocks and reconcile them with 

the narrative of a process that often (but not 

always) happens incredibly slowly.  
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P.E. learning coming up … 

 

In Year 7, during term two, we will be continuing to work on a carousel across the invasion 

game activities.  Focusing on an understanding of the rules, and implementation of basic skills 

such as passing, shooting, attacking and defending.  Students will also have the opportunity to develop 

their skills in badminton, focusing on the fundamentals and competitive play.  

 

 Girls 1 Badminton  

• Service  

• Cooperative rally 

• Scoring  

• Overhead and under arm clear  

• Competition  

Boys 1 Hockey  

• Shooting  

• Passing and receiving  

• Attacking and Defending 

• Corners  

• 16”  

Girls 2 Tag Rugby  

• Passing  

• Receiving  

• Attacking  

• Defending 

• Scoring  

Boys 2 Badminton  

• Service  

• Cooperative rally 

• Scoring  

• Overhead and                                              

under arm clear  

• Competition  
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How the Students will be Assessed 

The unit is assessed via a written assessment, 
looking at their response of the stimulus and 
evaluation of the skills they have learnt and 
performed throughout the unit.  There will be 
structure helpers within the assessment to 
support the students and give them the chance to 
answer each question. 

 

 

 

 

 

Some useful links 

• For a summary of the story have a look here 
(The Sorcerer’s Stone is the American title) 
https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/
harrypotter/summary/ 

• Looking at the key elements of 
characterisation:  https://www.bbc.co.uk/
bitesize/guides/zqx3wmn/revision/5 

• For fun, why don’t you find out what your 

Hogwarts House would be: https://

www.buzzfeed.com/eleanorbate/

accurate-af-sorting-quiz 

 

DRAMA learning coming up … 
 

Harry Potter 

What we will be looking at 

This coming term, we are 
going to be looking into our 
scheme of work entitled  
Harry Potter, using Harry 
Potter and the Philosopher's Stone as our stimulus 
(our inspiration).  Students will be given the 
chance to focus on characterisation, looking at the 
main characters of Harry Potter, thinking about 
how we can bring the book to life!   We will start 
off the unit making our way to Hogwarts to begin 
out magical journey. 

Skills we will be focusing on are: 

· Still image 

· Split Scene 

· Characterisation 

· Role play 

· Flash forward 

· Physical theatre 

· Thought-tracking 

Some of these we will be developing our 
understanding, some of these are new.  We will be 
developing our drama vocabulary and skills though 
the learning of our knowledge organiser and 
spelling test. 
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DESIGN TECHNOLOGY learning coming up … 

In Year 7, students rotate between four different elements of Design Technology.  These are: 

Cooking, Textiles, Graphics and Resistant Materials.  Students will spend 10 weeks in each 

subject area. 

COOKING 

Students will gain an understanding of the  
principles of good nutrition.  They will develop their 
knowledge of the Eatwell Guide, the 8 Tips for 
Healthy Eating, food labelling and calorie  
balance.  Students will also gain an understanding of 
macro and micronutrients.  
We will begin to explore the sources of food,          
looking specifically at where our foods come from, 
as well as how it is processed.  We will explore the 
factors that affect food choices and begin to look at 
special diets. 
Students will have the opportunity to cook a range 
of foods, with the focus being on  
developing  their skills in  
order to safely prepare dishes, 
mostly, savoury.   
There is also a strong focus  
on food hygiene and  
making sure that the food  
you prepare is safe to eat. 

GRAPHICS 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Students will be gaining knowledge and  
understanding of the design process by looking at a 
task analysis, existing product research and drawing 
skills.  
Students will complete the process of creating an 
initial idea by designing a toy. They then follow this 
process all the way through to generating a final 
design for an action figure and a comic book.      
Practical work focuses on using computers to        
produce a final design for the action figure using         
Tinkercad, followed by 3D printing.  Students will be 
designing and making packaging using craft knives 
and vacuum former.  

TEXTILES 

Students focus on understanding fibre and fabric 
choices to make a phone case or drinks coaster that 
links to sustainability.  
Students look at existing product research,             
ACCESSFM and explore hand sewn techniques to 
achieve lesson objectives.  They explore design         
ideas using peer assessment and feedback to        
support a final idea using the design brief and       
product criteria. 

RESISTANT MATERIALS 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Students will be focusing on understanding of 3rd 
Angle orthographic projection and technical       
manufacturing drawings.  Students will also learn 
about material properties of hard and soft woods. 
Students will complete some practical activities in 
the workshop, based on traditional woodworking 
skills.  
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ART learning coming up … 

 

Students will be completing their ‘Under the 
Water’ project working towards their project 
outcomes of fishes.  
 
Students will then be 
moving onto a Mask 
Project.  
 
For this project, students 
will be studying a culture 
who have a tradition of 
wearing masks with 
patterns and particular 
details. 
 
 
Students will be enhancing their drawing stills built 
on in the first term at Sandy Secondary School and 
will be learning new three-dimensional making 
skills to build their own mask inspired by the 
culture studied. 

GEOGRAPHY learning coming up … 

 
This topic looks at the importance of our natural 
resources, how they form and how we should 
better manage our energy and water resources.  
 
 

Students will begin the topic by discovering how 
we use our planet as a natural resource, including 
rocks and energy, to learning the importance of 
using alternatives to fossil fuels, before finishing 
the topic by exploring tropical rainforests and the 
all-important water cycle.  

RELIGIOUS learning coming up … 

 

We are studying the topic of Buddhism from 

January to April. 

https://

www.bbc.co.uk/

bitesize/topics/

znkxpv4 

Students will 

learn about the core Buddhist beliefs and 

practices. 
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Christmas Song Quiz 

Can you name the songs which 
these lyrics belong to? 

 

Extra challenge—can you say what the next lyric 
line from the song is? 

 

1. Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle all the way, Oh 
what fun  … 

 

2. What a bright time, it’s the right time, to 
rock the night away, Jingle Bell time it’s a … 

 

3. Good tidings we bring, to you and your kin. 
We wish you a merry Christmas and a … 

 

4. Just hear those sleigh bells jingling, ring 
tingle tingling too, come on its lovely 
weather for a … 

 

5. Snow is falling, all around me. Children 
playing, having fun. It’s the season … 

 

6. When the snowman brings 
the snow, well he might 
just like to know. He’s put a 
great big smile upon 
somebody’s face ... 

 

 
 

Christmas Song Quiz 

 

7. Last Christmas I 
gave you my heart 
but the very next 
day you gave it 
away. This … 

 
 
8. Jingle Bell, Jingle Bell, Jingle Bell Rock. 

Jingle ... 

 
 
9. Have yourself a Merry Little Christmas ... 

 
 
10. On the first Day of Christmas my true love 

gave to me a … 

 
 
11. On the twelfth day of Christmas my true love 

gave to me … 

 
 
12. We wish you a 

Merry Christmas, 
we wish you a 
Merry Christmas, 
We wish you a 
Merry Christmas 
and a ... 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 

There are lots of useful websites, which share 

information to support you and your children.  On 

this page, we have shared some websites which 

you might like to look at.  

 

Central Bedfordshire Local Offer  and Bedford 

Borough Local Offer.  Both of these resources 

share information for families about local clubs as 

well as links to support services available. 

Central Bedfordshire Local  Offer: https://

localoffer.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/kb5/

centralbedfordshire/directory/home.page  

Bedford Borough Local Offer:  https://

localoffer.bedford.gov.uk/kb5/bedford/directory/

home.page  

 

 

Kooth is a fantastic resource which supports young 

people and their mental wellbeing. Kooth offers  

free, safe and anonymous support. https://

www.kooth.com/. 

 

Groundwork Luton and Bedfordshire 

offer targeted youth work to young 

people aged between 11to 18 years 

old. The services they offer range 

from 1-1 support and groups work support. 

https://www.groundwork.org.uk/hubs/east/

services/   

 

Autism Bedfordshire is an 

excellent resource which offers 

support and guidance, to break down barriers to 

social participation.  They have specialist trained 

staff who will help build young people’s 

confidence, self-esteem and social skills. https://

www.autismbedfordshire.net/ 

Ambitious about Autism 

have created a wide range 

of easy-reads, templates, top tips and posters that 

families and young people can download.  More 

information can be found at https://

www.ambitiousaboutautism.org.uk/information-

about-autism/coronavirus-and-autism/resources?

fbclid=IwAR1KoAfs4c0UWUl7n5KQA45AgSlt1YA3X

B1d8d2EBaSgcFNcDtjgMO6bPmA  

Outside-iN offer support 

and advice for families and 

young people with ADHD and ASD.  They offer 

training, coaching and support  with social skills, 

communication skills, emotion management, 

anger management and lots more! https://

outsidein-solutions.com/ 

 

https://www.kooth.com/
https://www.kooth.com/
https://www.autismbedfordshire.net/
https://www.autismbedfordshire.net/
https://outsidein-solutions.com/
https://outsidein-solutions.com/
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Central Bedfordshire SENDIASS team offer 

information, support and advice for parents and 

guardians of children and young people with 

Special educational needs and disabilities.  

 

The service is available to support children in 

educational settings. You can contact their 

telephone helpline between 9.00am-3.00pm 

Monday to Friday on 0300 300 8088 alternatively 

you can email them at 

sendiass@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk  

 

https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/

special_educational_needs_and_disability_-

_local_offer/141/

central_bedfordshire_special_educational_needs_

and_disability_information_advice_and_support_s

ervice 

For more information about what Central 

Bedfordshire have to offer, please check out the 

local offer website at: https://

www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/

special_educational_needs_and_disability_-

_local_offer 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

SNAP Parent Carer Forum (PCF)  are a 

pro-active group of people who work 

with education, health, social care and 

many other organisations to help influence and 

improve local services for children and young 

people.  You can find out more, and join the group 

following this link: https://

www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/

special_educational_needs_and_disability_-

_local_offer/138/

support_for_parents_and_carers/2 

 

Carers in Bedfordshire offer support for anyone 

who cares for another member of their household. 

There are lots of different groups, activities and 

support online.  They offer a community for you to 

share common experiences  with each other, 

receive peer support and peer mentoring. https://

carersinbeds.org.uk/ 

 

Bedford Open Door are a charity offering  free and 

confidential counselling for young people aged 13-

25.  This support can be received over the phone 

or online. http://www.bedfordopendoor.org.uk/ 

https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/special_educational_needs_and_disability_-_local_offer/141/central_bedfordshire_special_educational_needs_and_disability_information_advice_and_support_service
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/special_educational_needs_and_disability_-_local_offer/141/central_bedfordshire_special_educational_needs_and_disability_information_advice_and_support_service
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/special_educational_needs_and_disability_-_local_offer/141/central_bedfordshire_special_educational_needs_and_disability_information_advice_and_support_service
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/special_educational_needs_and_disability_-_local_offer/141/central_bedfordshire_special_educational_needs_and_disability_information_advice_and_support_service
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/special_educational_needs_and_disability_-_local_offer/141/central_bedfordshire_special_educational_needs_and_disability_information_advice_and_support_service
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/special_educational_needs_and_disability_-_local_offer/141/central_bedfordshire_special_educational_needs_and_disability_information_advice_and_support_service
https://carersinbeds.org.uk/
https://carersinbeds.org.uk/
http://www.bedfordopendoor.org.uk/


  Year 7 SEND Edition 

December 2021 

01767 680598 
www.sandysecondaryschool.com 

 

 

Central Bedfordshire Diagnosis Support Pack 

The diagnosis support pack is for families 

following a neurodiversity diagnosis and contains 

information, resources and signposting in a 

variety of media. It is split into 14 different 

sections . 

The pack has been co-produced with the help of 

parents, young people, parent carer forums,  

CAMHs and Education Psychology.  

For more information please follow the web link 

below or scan the QR code. 

https://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/beds-

luton-community-paediatrics/diagnosis-support-pack 

If we can offer any further support and guidance, 

please contact us at  

asksenco@sandysecondaryschool.com 

We are always happy to answer any questions 

you might have! 

 

The team members are: 

Mrs Smith: SENCO  

Mrs Alderton: Assistant SENCO 

Mrs Walton-Smith: Learning Support Manager 

Mrs Robinson: EHCP Co-ordinator 

Ms Barrowcliffe: REACH Manager 

mailto:asksenco@sandysecondaryschool.com

