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Dear Parent/Guardian 

I welcome you to the option choosing process at Sandy Secondary School. 

The School was graded as “Good” in our most recent OFSTED inspections with some outstanding 

features. 

We are a highly successful school built on a partnership between students, parents/guardians, staff 

and the local community, bound together by our shared vision of high aspirations.  We, as a school, 

pride ourselves in ensuring that we achieve quality in all that we do.  Our purpose is to work together 

to create a positive learning environment in which all students can realise their full potential.  We 

encourage and support all our students and in return we expect high standards of work, conduct and 

appearance. 

We are proud of our students’ achievements.  Expectations are high and examination results are 

consistently outstanding.  Most students progress into our Sixth Form and, each year, our Sixth Form 

students leave Sandy Secondary School well equipped to make a success of degree courses at 

university, apprenticeships or employment. 

We provide: 

• An academically rigorous curriculum which promotes engagement and challenge, as well as 

providing breadth, balance and personalisation. 

• Strong examination results at both GCSE and A level. 

• Consistently good and outstanding teaching from qualified subject specialist teachers. 

• A calm and safe learning environment with very well-behaved students. 

• An ethos based on positive relationships; students who enjoy their learning, with teachers who 

love teaching. 

• A commitment to ensuring everyone achieves their full potential. 

We are proud of our academic record, our extra-curricular activities, our community links and our 

excellent pastoral system. 

Sandy Secondary School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and 

young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. 

I look forward to working in partnership with you, to ensure your child achieves their full potential and 

achieves their dreams through positive, enjoyable learning and being part of the Sandy Secondary 

School community. 

 

Miss Karen Hayward 
Executive Principal 

Executive Principal’s Welcome 
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Sandy Secondary School Key Stage 4 Curriculum 

 

 

 

Sandy Secondary School offers a diverse and stimulating curriculum to engage student 

interest and optimise academic achievement.  Students study GCSE qualifications from 

the start of Year 9.   The curriculum ensures that students are taking qualifications that 

pioneer 21st Century learning and directly link to required employability skills.   

In addition to the core subjects of English, Maths, Science and Physical Education, 

students are provided with opportunities to follow the English Baccalaureate which 

includes Humanities (History or Geography) and Modern Foreign Languages (French or 

Spanish). 

Students can also select GCSE courses from a wide range of subjects that suit 

individual interests, abilities and career aspirations.  Subjects included in these choices 

are:  Art & Design, Creative Digital Media Production, Computer Science, Creative 

Digital Media Production, Dance, Design Technology, Digital ICT, Drama, Hospitality, 

Media Studies, Music, Philosophy & Ethics, Photography, Physical Education, 

Psychology, Textiles and Travel & Tourism. 

Whatever your child’s academic interests, strengths and ambitions, Sandy Secondary 

School provides an exceptional springboard to future success: 

• Students are taught in ability sets to allow for more precise differentiation in the 

core subjects. 

• All subjects studied are qualification focused. 

• SMSC is delivered through collapsed timetable days, assemblies and Form Tutor 

sessions. 

• All students will have an individual path to educational success mapped from the 

start of Year 9. 

 



Core: 

English Language/

Literature 

Mathematics 

Science: Biology, 

Chemistry & Physics 

or Combined Science 

Physical Education 

Humanities: 

Geography 

OR 

History 

Languages: 

French 

OR 

Spanish 

A small number of students will be offered 

alternative courses to Languages. These courses 

will support the development of the student. 

Options Year 9 & 10  (3 subjects): 

Art & Design  Computer Science    Creative Digital Media Production  

Dance  Design Technology  Digital ICT Drama History   

Hospitality Media Studies  Music Philosophy & Ethics  Photography

 Physical Education  Psychology  Textiles   

Travel & Tourism 

Option Year 11 (1 subject only): Possible Additional Choices 

Creative Digital Media Production  Digital ICT Performing Arts (Acting)  

   Performing Arts (Dance)  Sociology   Statistics  

  

Year 9 Options 

Students will be able to choose 6 subjects throughout Years 9 - 11, totalling 

approximately 12 GCSE qualifications spread across 3 years. 

Geography and History can both be taken but students will only be able to choose 2 

option subjects and there will be a reduction in the number of Core PE lesson. 



Subject: 

GCSE Art & Design 

Course Content: 

An enjoyable and stimulating programme for anyone 
who likes drawing, painting, print-making or three-
dimensional work, using a wide range of materials 
and digital manipulation. 

You will work on a range of different skills in your 
work journals, developing your ideas to create a 
personal portfolio of work.  You will work on a given 
theme and will be encouraged to interpret it in a 
personal way documenting how your ideas evolve. 

Examination Board:  Pearson Edexcel 

Progress into Careers / Sixth Form / Higher 

Education:  

Sixth Form: A level Art & Design, Photography A 

Level.  

Higher Education: Foundation Diploma in Art & 

Design, Bachelor of Arts, Master of Arts. Digital 

Media / Graphic design degree courses. 

Careers: Architect, Photographer, Graphic Designer, 
Textile Designer, Jeweller and Silversmith, Illustrator, 
Film making, Interior Designer, Fine Artist, Fashion 
Designer, Graphic Designer, Illustrator, Printmaker, 
Textile Designer, Art Teacher / Lecturer. 

Assessment Components: 

• Coursework—Personal Portfolio = 60% 

A portfolio of work that evidences exploration of 

different ideas through experimentation of a range of 

different media e.g. painting, drawing, print making, 

sculpture and photography. 

• Externally Set Assignment = 40% 

This is an externally set assignment, with the 

examination paper being issued by Edexcel.  Students 

have approximately twenty hours of taught time 

leading to a ten-hour exam in which the final piece is 

produced in examination conditions. 

 
This is internally assessed and externally moderated. 

Additional Information:  

You should choose Art because: 

• You enjoy it! 

• You are interested in and like drawing. 

• You are prepared to explore and experiment 

with a range of media and techniques such as; 

painting, printing, construction, ICT, textiles, 

digital manipulation and ceramics. 

• You are organised and prepared to use a 

sketchbook to research, explore and develop 

ideas both in class and at home. 

• You are interested in finding out about other 

artists and their work. 

Enrichment Opportunities:  

Gallery Visits (including the annual Tate Modern trip) 

Exhibitions. 

Visiting artists / workshops 

Curriculum Leader:  Miss E Hart 



Subject: 

GCSE Computer Science 

Course Content:  

Over two years, learners will be encouraged to: 

• Understand and apply the fundamental principals 

and concepts of Computer Science, including 

abstraction, decomposition, logic, algorithms, and 

data representation 

• Analyse problems in computational terms 

through practical experience of solving such 

problems, including designing, writing and 

debugging programs 

• Think creatively, innovatively, analytically, 

logically and critically 

• Understand the components that make up digital 

systems and how they communicate with one 

another and with other systems 

• Understand the impacts of digital technology to 

the individual and to wider society 

• Apply mathematical skills relevant to Computer 

Science 

Examination Board:  OCR J277 

Progress into Careers / Sixth Form / Higher 

Education:  

Sixth Form:  A Level Computer Science course. 

Higher Education: BSc Computer Science.  

Careers: Business Analyst, Database Administrator, 

Games Developer, Information Systems Manager, IT 

Consultant, Systems Analyst, Systems Developer, 

Web Designer, Web Developer. 

 

Assessment Components:  

For OCR GCSE (9-1) Computer Science, learners take 

two written papers and a non-examination 

assessment. 

Paper 1 is an externally-assessed written paper that 

focuses on computer systems.  

Paper 2 is an externally-assessed written paper that 

focuses on algorithms and programming.  

Additional Information:  

Homework is set on a regular basis, to strengthen 

learning in the classroom. 

Weekly intervention is offered to provide students 

with additional support with classwork and 

homework. 

Students may supplement their learning with the 

course revision book: ‘GCSE OCR Computer Science 9

-1 Course - The Revision Guide’ & ‘GCSE OCR 

Computer Science 9-1 Course - Exam Practice 

Workbook ’ by CPG. 

Other online resources that students may find useful 

include: 

www.ocr.org.uk/ComputerScience 

http://cambridgegcsecomputing.org/ 

www.codecademy.com 

BBC Bitesize GCSE Computer Science  

TeachICT GCSE Computing 

Curriculum Leader:  Mrs T Moncrieff 

http://www.ocr.org.uk/ComputerScience
http://cambridgegcsecomputing.org/
http://www.codecademy.com


Subject: 

Pearson BTEC Level 1/2 Tech Award  

Creative Media Production (2022) 

Course Outline 

Over one year, students are given a practical 

introduction to life and work in the industry.  

Students can explore the sector while:  

• developing technical skills and techniques  

• producing a digital media product in response to 

a brief  

• reviewing and reflecting on the process and 

outcome.  

The course has two internally assessed components 

and one that is externally assessed . 

Assessment: 

Learners are required to complete and achieve all 

three components in the qualification:  

Component 1: ‘Exploring Media Products’ 

investigates media products across the audio/

moving image, publishing and interactive 

disciplines. It is internally / externally moderated. 

Component 2: ‘Developing Digital Media 

Production Skills’ develops technical skills and 

techniques in the chosen discipline(s) of audio/

moving image, publishing and interactive.  It is 

internally / externally moderated. 

Component 3: enables learners to create a media 

product in response to a brief.  External Synoptic.  

The three components focus on the assessment of 

applied knowledge, skills and practices.  These are 

all essential to developing a basis for progression 

and, therefore, learners need to achieve all 

components in order to achieve the qualification.  

Examination Board:  Pearson 

Study Support / Home Learning 

Homework is set on a regular basis, to strengthen 

learning in the classroom. 

Weekly intervention is offered to provide learners with 

additional support with both class work and 

coursework. 

Learners may supplement their learning with the 

following student book: 

BTEC Level 2 First Creative Media Production Student 

Book (Level 2 BTEC First Creative Media Production) 

Other online resources that learners may find useful 

include: 

• BBC Bitesize Media 

• EduSites 

• IntoFilm 

Curriculum Leader:  Mrs T Moncrieff 

Progression into Careers / Sixth Form / Higher 

Education:  

• A levels as preparation for entry to higher education 

in a range of subjects  

• Study of a vocational qualification at Level 3, such as 

a BTEC National in Media, which prepares learners to 

enter employment or apprenticeships, or to move on 

to higher education by studying a degree in the 

media sector.  



Subject:   

GCSE Dance 

Course Content:  

Students who select this course will receive a wide range 

of opportunities to develop skills which can be transferred 

to a variety of situations.  Students will work in 

collaboration with each other to develop performance 

pieces and dance choreography.  Students will also learn to 

manage their time effectively through planning rehearsal 

and working independently on solo performances. 

The school offers a fantastic range of dance opportunities 

throughout the year such as productions, shows, dance 

leaders, regional competitions and local events. 

Students will learn how to create dances using a range of 

innovative and creative techniques.  They will learn how to 

perform and accurately reproduce four set dances, of 

which they will perform two for their examination.  The 

other two set dances will be used in a group performance.  

Students will also study skills in appreciation and look at a 

variety of dance styles and works from professional 

companies (see below).  These will be assessed in a written 

paper alongside their knowledge of choreography and safe 

practice. 

 

The Anthology of Professional Works 

Examination Board:  AQA GCSE Dance (8236) 

Progress into Careers / Sixth Form / Higher Education:  

A level Dance  

BTEC Performing Arts Level 3  

BA Honours Degrees in Dance or Performance 

Vocational Dance/Performance courses run by Sixth Form 

colleges /universities. 

PGCE Dance Teaching (teacher training)  

Freelance dance artists 

Dance Physiotherapy  

Dance Therapy  

Dance Journalist  

Special educational needs and outreach work  

Performer for professional companies  

Assessment Components 

PERFORMANCE: Solo performance – 2 set phrases duet/

trio performance, using remaining 2 set phrases  

CHOREOGRAPHY: Solo/Duet choreography 

DANCE APPRECIATION:  Written paper worth 40%. You will 

be tested on 3 topics: 

• Choreographic processes and performance skills. 

• Critical appreciation of your own work.  

• Critical appreciation of professional works. 

Study Support / Home Learning/ Enrichment 

Opportunities. 

Students will be able to develop their skills further by 

participating in a range of extra-curricular clubs we offer. 

These include: Dance Club, Urban  and the school’s two 

performance companies.  

In addition to the above, we are able to provide 

opportunities for students to visit 

lower and middle schools in the 

area and work with the younger 

students creating performances for 

shows. 

Students will have access to a mix 

of creative and theoretical 

homework on Edulink and Google Classroom. 

Subject Leader: Miss N Mosedale  

Subject Teacher: Mrs K Etienne 

Title Dance Company Style 

Artificial Things Stopgap Dance 

Co. 

Inclusive 

A Linha Curva Rambert Contemporary 

Infra The Royal Ballet Modern ballet 

Shadows Pheonix Dance 

Theatre 

Contemporary 

Within Her Eyes James Cousins 

Dance co. 

Contemporary 

Emancipation of 

Expressionism 

Blue Boy  

Entertainment 

Street 



Subject:   

GCSE Design & Technology 
GCSE Design & Technology prepares students to participate 

confidently and successfully in an increasingly technological 

world where practical skills are valued within many areas of 

new and existing industry.  Students will gain awareness 

from wider influences linked to Design & Technology, 

including environmental, social, moral and economic 

factors.  Students will get the opportunity to work creatively 

when designing and making and apply technical and 

practical expertise.  The GCSE allows students to study core 

technical, designing and making principles, including a broad 

range of design processes, materials techniques and 

equipment.  They will also have the opportunity to study 

specialist technical practices in including CAD modelling and 

3D printing.  

There are 2 assessment components: 

1. Design and Make task  (substantial) 

How it is assessed: 

• Non-examination assessment (NEA) 

approximately 30–35 hours 

• 100 marks  

• Accounts for 50% of overall GCSE 

Assessment criteria for NEA 

• Identifying and investigating design possibilities 

• Producing a design brief and specification  

• Generating design ideas  

• Developing design ideas  

• Realising design ideas  

• Analysing and evaluating 

2. Written examination 

How it is assessed: 

• Written examination: 2 hours  

• 100 marks  

• Accounts for 50% of overall GCSE 

Section A – Core technical principles (20 marks) 

A mixture of multiple choice and short answer questions 

assessing a breadth of technical knowledge and 

understanding.  

Section B – Specialist technical principles (30 marks) 

Several short answer questions (2–5 marks) and one 

extended response to assess a more in depth knowledge  

of technical principles. 

Section C – Designing and making principles (50 marks)   

A mixture of short answer and extended response 

questions. 

Examination Board:  AQA 

Progress into Careers / Sixth Form / Higher Education:  

Students who take this course will be able to access A level 

Design Technology 

This can then lead on to careers in 

the following areas;  

 Product Design 

 Industrial Design 

 Graphic Design 

 Engineering 

 Architecture 

 Construction industry 

 Related Apprenticeship programmes 

  

Suitability for the course 

Students should be interested in the process of Iterative 

Design and enjoy a variety of practical work; have basic 

skills in modelling in a range of materials; the ability to 

draw is also important to produce design drawings; be 

competent with standard desktop publishing packages 

(Word / PowerPoint) to produce detailed written 

portfolios for the coursework element.  

Study Support / Home Learning / Enrichment 

Opportunities 

Students have the opportunity to take part in the Rotary 

Technology Tournament and the Bloodhound Rocket Car 

where students compete against other schools in 

Bedfordshire and Luton. 

   

You will need to purchase the course revision book which 

can be ordered through the department: 

AQA GCSE Design & Technology All-in-One Revision and 

Practice (Collins GCSE Revision and practice new 

curriculum) 

Curriculum Leader:  Mr D Matthews 



Subject:   

GCSE Design & Technology 

Textiles 

GCSE Design & Technology prepares students to 

participate confidently and successfully in an increasingly 

technological world where practical skills are valued within 

many areas of new and existing industry.  

Students will gain awareness from wider influences linked 

to Design & Technology, including environmental, social, 

moral and economic factors. Students will get the 

opportunity to work creatively when designing and making 

and apply technical and practical expertise.  

The GCSE includes 3 sections, which are broken down 

over the course (see below).  Students will have access to 

Core Principles which involve overall technical knowledge 

that can be incorporated into every area of Design 

Technology.  Specialist Techniques will include aspects 

such as Fabrics and Fibres, SMART materials, various 

decorative techniques and the use of CAD/CAM and 3D 

printing in the industry.  

The Designing and Making principles include aspects such 

as Pattern cutting, Lay Plan, fashion illustration and  

manufacturing including use of sewing machines. 

There are 2 assessment components: 

1. Design and Make task  (substantial) 

How it is assessed: 

• Non-examination assessment (NEA) 
approximately 30–35 hours 

• Accounts for 50% of overall GCSE 

Assessment criteria for NEA 

• Identifying and investigating design possibilities 

• Producing a design brief and specification  

• Generating design ideas  

• Developing design ideas  

• Realising design ideas  

• Analysing and evaluating 

2. Written examination 

How it is assessed: 

• Written examination: 2 hours  

• Accounts for 50% of overall GCSE 

Section A – Core technical principles (20 marks) 
A mixture of multiple choice and short answer questions 
assessing a breadth of technical knowledge and 
understanding.  

Section B – Specialist technical principles (30 marks) 
Several short answer questions (2–5 marks) and one 
extended response to assess a more in depth knowledge  
of technical principles. 

Section C – Designing and making principles (50 marks)   

A mixture of short answer and extended response 

questions. 

Examination Board:  AQA 

Progress into Careers / Sixth Form / Higher Education:  

Students who take this course will be able to access: 

A level Design & Technology 

This can then lead on to careers in the following areas;  

- Design and Production 

- Marketing and Sales 

- Production Management 

- Buying and Merchandising 

- Apparel Manufacturing 

Suitability for the course 

Students should be interested in the process of Iterative 

Design and enjoy a variety of practical work. Students 

should also have good competency on the sewing 

machines; have basic skills in modelling in a range of 

materials; the ability to draw is also important to produce 

design drawings;  be competent with standard desktop 

publishing packages (Word / PowerPoint) to produce 

detailed written portfolios for the coursework element.  

Study Support / Home Learning / Enrichment 

Opportunities 

Students have the opportunity to take part in the ‘Product 

in a Tin’ challenge, by Boyd Education, which include prizes 

worth over £1200 for the school and £75 worth of prizes 

for the winner.  

You will need to purchase the course revision book which 

can be ordered through the department: 

AQA GCSE Design & Technology All-in-One Revision and 

Practice (Collins GCSE Revision and practice new 

curriculum) 

Curriculum Leader:  Mr D Matthews 



Curriculum Leader: Mrs T Moncrieff 

Subject: 

Pearson BTEC Level 1/2 Tech Award 

Digital Information Technology (2022) 

Course Outline 

This qualification will enable learners to use project 

planning tools, models and techniques within a digital 

context. 

Learners will develop: 

• important technical skills in data interpretation, 

data presentation and data protection. 

• an understanding of user interface (UI) design and 

development, and learn how to develop a project 

plan for their own UI designs. 

• an understanding of what cyber security is and the 

importance of legal and ethical considerations 

when using modern technologies. 

• an understanding of what a virtual work 

environment is and how cloud technologies allow 

remote teams to work together more effectively. 

Assessment: 

Learners are required to complete and achieve all 

three components in the qualification.  

Component 1: ‘Exploring User Interface Design 

Principles and Project Planning Techniques’.  Learners 

will plan, design and create a user interface.  The unit 

is internally / externally moderated. 

Component 2: ‘Collecting, Presenting and Interpreting 

Data’.  Learners will plan, design and create a user 

dashboard.  It is internally / externally moderated. 

Component 3: ‘Effective Digital Working Practices’. 

Learners will explore how developments in 

technology have enabled modern organisations to 

communicate and collaborate more effectively than 

ever before.  External Synoptic. 

Examination Board:  Pearson 

Study Support / Home Learning 

Homework is set on a regular basis, to strengthen 

learning in the classroom. 

Weekly intervention is offered to provide students 

with additional support with both class work and 

homework. 

Other resources that learners may find useful include: 

• Revise BTEC Tech Award Digital Information 

Technology Revision Guide 

 Publisher: Pearson  ISBN: 9781292272740 

• BTEC Tech Award Digital Information Technology 

Student Book  

 Publisher: Pearson  ISBN: 9781292208374 

Progression into Careers / Sixth Form / Higher 

Education:  

• A levels as preparation for entry to higher education 

in a range of subjects  

• Study of a vocational qualification at Level 3, such as a 

BTEC National in Media which prepares learners to 

enter employment or apprenticeships, or to move on 

to higher education by studying a degree in the media 

sector.  



Subject:   

GCSE Drama 

Not only does Drama develop performance skills, a love of 

theatre and acting, harness confidence and the ability to 

lead and work in a team, it also develops presentation 

skills that are important in selling yourself as a young 

professional within both the initial interview processes as 

well as at further stages in your career.  The cross-

curricular links in regard to textual analysis enable and 

empower students to succeed in other areas of their 

school career, from both an understanding of politics and 

political and social structure, to their understanding of 

English literature. 

Course Units and Content: 

Component 1– Devising:  

• Create and develop a devised piece from a stimulus for 

performance.  You can work as a performer or designer 

throughout this unit.  You will complete a portfolio 

evidencing the creation and development of your work 

and evaluating your final performance 

The portfolio can be either…. 

• handwritten/typed evidence between 1500–2000 

words 

• recorded/verbal evidence between 8–10 minutes 

• a combination of handwritten/typed evidence. 

Component 2– Performance from a Text: 

• You will either perform in and/or design for two key 

extracts from a performance piece.  The choice of piece 

is up to you! 

Component 3– Theatre Makers in Practice: 

• Written examination on your practical exploration and 

study of one performance text (An Inspector Calls) and 

a live theatre evaluation (in previous years we have 

taken students to see ’The Curious Incident of the Dog 

in the Night-Time’ and ’The Woman in Black’ in 

London’s West End).  

 Assessment: 

Component 1:  40% of the qualification 60 marks 

Component 2:  20% of the qualification 48 marks 

Component 3:  40% of the qualification 60 marks 

Examination Board:  Edexcel 

Progress into Careers / Sixth Form / Higher Education:  

A level Drama, Expressive Arts, BTEC Performing Arts Level 

3 

Higher Education: Drama, Creative Writing and Drama, 

Drama and Theatre Studies 

Careers: Actor, Arts Administrator, Community Arts 

Worker, Dance Movement Psychotherapist, Dancer, 

Drama Therapist, Events Organiser, Play Worker or Play 

Assistant, Producer: TV or Film, Production Assistant, 

Researcher: Broadcasting, Runner, Stage Manager, 

Stagehand, Stunt Performer, Teacher: Secondary School, 

Drama, TV or Film Director, TV or Radio Presenter, 

Wardrobe Assistant: Film, TV or Theatre, Writer or Author. 

Additional Information:  

How will Drama help me in the future?  

As well as developing your passion for Drama, GCSE Drama 

allows you to develop transferable skills such as; team 

work, communication, confidence, team work, and 

leadership skills.  These skills are transferable to all 

professions. 

Golden Curriculum / Enrichment Opportunities:  

 Annual school production  

 Sandy Shakespeare Festival 

 Theatre trips 

 Lower school Drama Club (open to Years 7-9) 

 The opportunity to perform in school concerts and the 

local community e.g. Sandy Christmas Lights. 

Curriculum Leader Expressive Arts: Mrs K Quinn 



Subject: 

GCSE English Language 

Course Content:  

In Years 10 and 11 students will need to be able to: 

Communicate clearly; structure, sustain and adapt 

talk; listen and respond to ideas and perspectives; 

interact with others; create and sustain roles; 

understand variations in spoken language; explain 

how language changes with context and evaluate 

spoken language choices. 

Read and understand texts, select material 

appropriate to purpose and collate from different 

sources, making comparisons/cross references where 

appropriate. 

Develop and sustain interpretations of writers’ ideas 

and perspectives; explain and evaluate how writers 

use linguistic, grammatical, structural and 

presentational features to achieve effects and engage 

and influence the reader.  Write to communicate 

clearly, effectively and imaginatively, using and 

adapting forms and selecting vocabulary appropriate 

to propose to engage the reader. 

Organise information and ideas using structure, 

sequences sentences, paragraphs, using linguistic and 

structural features to support cohesion and 

coherence. 

Examination Board:  AQA 

Progress into Careers / Sixth Form / Higher 

Education:  

Sixth Form:  A level English Literature. 

 

Higher Education: English, Anthropology and English, 

English Literature, Law, Linguistics, Creative Writing. 

 

Careers: Administrative Assistant or Officer—Courts, 

Advertising, Accounts Executive, Advertising 

Copyrighter, Advocate, Bookseller, Writer, 

Broadcaster. 

 

Assessment Components:  

Examination: 

Paper 1: Explorations in creative reading and 

writing—50% of GCSE 

Paper 2: Writers viewpoints and perspectives—50% 

of GCSE 

Golden Curriculum / Enrichment Opportunities:  

Examination preparation takes place as required 

after school, Saturdays and during holidays. 

Theatre trips to London, Cambridge and Milton 

Keynes to see plays such as ‘Blood Brothers’, 

‘Midsummer Night’s Dream’ and ‘An Inspector Calls’ 

to name just a few. 

Director of English:  Miss K Lally 



Subject: 

GCSE English Literature 

Course Content:  

In Years 9 and 10 students will need to be able to: 

1. Respond to texts critically and imaginatively; 

select and evaluate relevant textual detail to 

illustrate and support interpretations. 

2. Explain how language, structure and form 

contribute to writers’ presentation of ideas, 

themes and settings. 

3. Make comparisons or explain links between 

texts, evaluating writers’ different ways of 

expressing meaning and achieving effects. 

4. Relate texts to their social, cultural and 

historical contexts; explain how texts have 

been influential to self and other readers in 

different contexts and at different times. 

Examination Board:  AQA 

Progress into Careers / Sixth Form / Higher 

Education:  

Sixth Form:  A level English Literature. 

 

Higher Education: English, Anthropology and 

English, English Literature, Law, Linguistics, Creative 

Writing. 

 

Careers: Administrative Assistant or Officer—Courts, 

Advertising, Accounts Executive, Advertising 

Copywriter, Advocate, Bookseller, Writer, 

Broadcaster. 

Assessment Components:  

Examination: 

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel 

Paper 2: Modern Texts and Poetry 

Additional Information:  

At the moment, our students are studying the 

following texts: 

 Romeo and Juliet 

 A Christmas Carol 

 An Inspector Calls 

 Power and conflict poetry—Pre and Post 1900

  

These texts are subject to change. 

Golden Curriculum / Enrichment Opportunities:  

Examination Preparation on Thursday after school. 

Theatre trips to London, Cambridge and Milton 

Keynes to see such plays as ‘Blood Brothers’, 

‘Midsummer Night’s Dream’ and ‘An Inspector Calls’ 

to name just a few. 

Director of English:  Miss K Lally 



Subject: 

GCSE Geography 

Course Content:  

The course aims to equip students with the 

knowledge and skills to become independent 

learners. 

Students will be able to appreciate the differences 

and similarities between people, places and cultures 

leading to an improved understanding of societies 

and economies.  Students will also understand how 

physical processes and factors produce diverse and 

dynamic landscapes that change over time.  We will 

also look at the interaction between people and the 

environment to develop an understanding of the 

need for sustainable management. 

Year 9 

• Resource Management 

• Global Development 

• Geology and Coastal Landscapes 

• Coastal fieldwork Skills 

Year 10 

• Ecosystems, Biodiversity and Management 

• Changing Cities 

• Glaciated Landscapes 

• Urban Fieldwork Skills  

Year 11 

• Fieldwork Write up 

• Weather Hazards and Climate Change 

• UK Challenges 

Examination Board:  Edexcel A 

Progress into Careers / Sixth Form / Higher 

Education:  

Sixth Form:  Geography is a highly respected 

academic subject, which supports many varied 

careers. 

Higher Education: Business sustainability, 

Geography, Politics, Environmental Science, 

Environmental Law, Business, Anthropology, Earth 

Science, Human Geography, Physical Geography. 

Careers: Archaeologist, Government consultancy, 

Business Continuity and Sustainability, Cartographer, 

Civil Engineering Technician, Civil or Structural 

Engineer, Countryside Ranger or Warden, 

Environmental Consultant, Environmental Engineer, 

Forest Manager, Gamekeeper, Geologist, 

Geophysicist, Intelligence Services, Landscape 

Architect, Meteorologist, Mining Engineer, Nature 

Conservationist, Oceanographer, Outdoor Pursuits 

Instructor or Leader, Surveyor, Teacher, Tour 

Manager or Tour Leader, Town and Country Planner, 

Travel Agency Manager. 

Assessment Components:  

3 examination papers sat in June:  

Unit 1: The Physical Environment—37.5% 1½ hour 

examination 

Unit 2: The Human Environment—37.5%, 1½ hour 

examination 

Unit 3: Geographical Investigation: Fieldwork and UK 

Challenges, 25%, 1½ hour examination. 

Additional Information:  

Current affairs and an interest in processes which 

shape our world, will be an asset to the course. 

GCSE will form the foundations for further in-depth 

study of topical subjects at Advanced level. 

There will be at least two days fieldwork across the 

three years to be assessed in the fieldwork 

examination paper. 

Golden Curriculum / Enrichment Opportunities:  

There will be many fieldwork opportunities within 

this subject.  Students will have the opportunity on 

the trips to develop and practice skills that they have 

acquired in the classroom. 

There is an annual enrichment trip abroad available 

to students, Iceland or Norway, for example. 

Drop-in sessions and revision classes will be provided 

at least once a week after school. 

Curriculum Leader:  Ms C Saunders 



Subject: 

GCSE History 

Course Content:  

Paper 1 is a thematic paper developing an overview 

about change and continuity influencing attitudes to 

Crime and Punishment in Britain c-1000 to the 

present day.  This also involves an historic 

environment study on Whitechapel London 1870-

1900 focusing on crime, policing and the inner city.  

Paper 2 is a period study and a British depth study 

including social, political, economic, military and 

religious aspects.  This will involve study of Early 

Elizabeth England c1558-88 and Superpower 

Relations and the Cold War.   

Paper 3 is a modern depth study focusing on Weimar 

and Nazi Germany 1918-39. This will focus on the 

complexity of a society or historical situation and the 

interplay of different aspects within it.   

Assessment Components: 

Paper 1:  Combination of structured questions, 

extended writing and a case study based on 

Whitechapel in London in the 1800’s.  30% of total 

qualification. 

Paper 2:  A two-part paper with  separate booklets 

for each section with 3 questions in each. These 

include one structured question and two pieces of 

extended writing.  Worth 40% of total qualification 

Paper 3: This paper is a series of source-based 

questions and extended writing.  Worth 30% of total 

qualification. 

Examination Board:  Edexcel  - 1H10  

Progress into Careers / Sixth Form / Higher 

Education:  

Graduates from History degrees go into many 

professions: accountancy, business management, the 

Civil Service, conservation, human resources, 

journalism, law, media and television, national 

government, politics, teaching, university research, 

to name but a few. 

Many History students from Sandy Secondary School 

go on to read History at university, with many 

applying to read History at Russell Group universities. 

Former Sandy Secondary School students have also 

read History at a number of top universities, 

including York & Kings College London.  

Study Support / Home Learning/ Enrichment 

Opportunities: 

Students will be assessed at regular intervals as they 

progress through the course using examination 

questions. 

Support is provided in the form of catch up and 

revision sessions provided by the department. 

There will be the opportunity to participate in study 

visits to historical sites linked to the areas of study. 

Curriculum Leader:  Ms H Bacon 

Additional Information:  

History is a strong academic subject, and is 

recognised as such by employees and universities. 

The skills allow you to analyse, critique and 

synthesise information and arguments; you will also 

develop the ability to look at a situation with an 

understanding and open mind.  



Course Outline 

Unit 1: 

LO1 - Understand the environment in  which hospitality and catering 

providers operate   

LO2 - Understand how hospitality and catering provision operates  

LO3 - Understand how hospitality and catering provision meets 

health and safety requirements   

LO4 - Know how food can cause ill health 

LO5 - Be able to propose a hospitality and catering provision to 

meet specific requirements 

Unit 2: 

LO1- Understand importance of nutrition when planning menus 

LO2- understand menu planning   

LO3- be able to cook dishes   

Assessment: 

Unit 1: This unit will be assessed externally using an 

online or paper-based exam. The assessment will be 1 

hour and 20 mins. 40% of overall grade. 

Unit 2:   This unit will be internally assessed through a 

written and practical task set by the exam board over 

the course of 12 hours. 60% of overall grade. 

Complete specification: https://www.eduqas.co.uk/

qualifications/level-1-2-vocational-award-in-

hospitality-and-catering/#tab_overview  

Curriculum leader: Mr  D. Matthews 

Lead Teacher: Mrs A Beavor

Subject: 

Level 1/2 Vocational Award in 

Hospitality and Catering (Technical 

Award)  

Unit one will answer questions such as: What types of 

establishments provide hospitality and catering 

service? What job opportunities are there in the 

industry? How do caterers ensure they are working 

safely? How can food poisoning be prevented? What 

laws need to be considered when providing hospitality 

and catering? How do providers meet customers’ 

needs? When opening a new outlet what factors need 

to be considered? 

The knowledge and understanding you gain will 

enable you to respond to issues relating to all factors 

within the hospitality and catering section and provide 

you with the ability to propose a new provision that 

could be opened in a given location to benefit the 

owner and the local community.  

Unit two will enable to you answer questions such as: 

Why should we follow storage recommendations on 

food products? Why do chefs need to consider the 

nutritional needs of their clients? Why should 

vegetarian dishes be prepared away from those 

containing meat? Why are temperature probes used 

in the catering industry? Why does appropriate 

professional attire need to be worn? 

Food storage, safety and legislation is covered.  

In this unit you will gain knowledge of the  

nutritional needs of a range of client groups in order 

for you to plan nutritional dishes to go on a menu. You 

will learn and develop safe and  

hygienic food preparation, cooking and finishing skills 

required to produce nutritional dishes.  

It is very important for students to understand that 

this course is not ‘just cooking’. There is a lot of theory 

involved, as well as a lot of writing. It is an excellent 

course that will open up a world of opportunities to 

students who are up for the challenge. For the 

majority of people in this vibrant industry, hospitality 

is more than just a job; it is a passion, an opportunity 

to express creativity - a form of ‘art.’  

Progress into Careers / Sixth Form / Higher 

Education:  

This course would be suitable for anyone interested 

in going into the hospitality or catering industry. This 

includes working in hotels, restaurants, cafes, B&Bs, 

and the fast food industry just to name a few. 

This course will allow you to access entry level 

positions, apprenticeships or move onto specialist 

courses at college. 

You must be prepared to take on independent 

research outside of lessons, practice your cooking 

skills, work as part of a team and manage your time 

to meet deadlines. 



Subject: 

GCSE Mathematics 

Course Content:  

The course splits into these main areas: 

• Number 

• Ratio and Proportion 

• Algebra 

• Geometry and Measure 

• Statistics and Probability 

In lessons, students will learn everyday skills that will 

be used throughout their lives, as well as some of the 

more academic aspects of the subject, which lay the 

foundations for further study in many different fields. 

From Year 9, students begin the GCSE (9-1) 

mathematics course, with the aim of achieving their 

target as a minimum at the end of Year 11.  Students 

are assessed regularly using homework and in-class 

assessments to determine which skills require further 

improvement. 

Examination Board:  Edexcel 

Progress into Careers / Sixth Form / Higher 

Education:  

Sixth Form:  A level Mathematics, Further 

Mathematics 

Higher Education: Applied Mathematics, Financial 

Mathematics, Mathematical Sciences and 

Mathematics degrees. 

Careers: Accountant, Aeronautical Engineer, Air 

Conditioning Engineer, Air Traffic Controller, Aircraft 

Mechanic or Engineer, Airline Pilot, Architect, 

Architectural Technologist, Astronomer, Automotive 

Engineer, Bank or Building Society Customer Branch 

Advisor, Bank or Building Society Manager, 

Biochemist, Biotechnologist, Bookmaker, 

Broadcasting Engineer, Building Control Officer, 

Building Services Engineer, Building Technician, 

Cardiac Physiologist, Carpenter or Joiner, Chemical 

Engineer, Civil Engineering Technician, Civil or 

Structural Engineer, Civil Service Administrative 

Assistant and Officer, Clinical or Biomedical Engineer, 

Construction Manager or Site Manager, to name but 

a few. 

 

Assessment Components:  

Assessment in Mathematics is by three 

examinations—(one non-calculator and two 

calculator papers) at the end of the course. 

Additional Information:  

There are many different resources available to help 

students mastering their skills under GCSE 

Mathematics.  These include: 

• The Edexcel GCSE (9-1) Maths revision guides, 

workbooks and revision cards (which can be 

purchased from school at a discounted price).  

• MathsWatch and ActiveLearn online 

interactive platforms.  

• Online interactive homework, which gives   

instant feedback to students.  

Golden Curriculum / Enrichment Opportunities:  

More able students will be able to take part in the 

National Intermediate and Senior Mathematics 

Challenges, as well as the annual team challenge. 

AQA level 2 Further Mathematics is also taught in 

Year 11 to help prepare students for A level 

Mathematics in Year 12. 

Curriculum Leader:  Mr McAdam 



Subject: 

GCSE Media Studies 

COURSE CONTENT 

Non-Examination Assessment (NEA): Creating a 

Media Product (coursework) 

30% of GCSE 

A choice of topics linked to a brief which changes 

annually. 

Students produce: 

• a statement of intent 

• a media product for an intended audience 

The NEA brief is issued by the examination board in 

June and students create their product at the end of 

the first year of the course.  You will create a media 

product such as a website, print advertising 

campaign, part of a newspaper or part of a magazine. 

Students will study all areas of the framework in 

preparation for examined units: 

• Media industries 

• Media audiences 

• Representation within the media 

• Media language 

• Contexts of the media 

Close Study Products 

Study and assessment will focus on 18 close study 

products from a wide variety of media.  These 

include: 

 Magazines 

 Advertisements and marketing campaigns 

 Newspapers 

 Online, social and participatory media 

 Video games 

 Radio 

 Music video 

 The film industry 

Examination Board:  AQA 

Progress into Careers / Sixth Form / Higher 

Education:  

Sixth Form: A level Media Studies 

Higher Education: Degrees in Media Culture and 

Society, Media Production, Media Communication, 

Visual Communication and Media Design. 

Careers: Advertising, Journalism, TV production, 

Media Technician, Editing, Lighting Technician, 

Photography, Producer, Stage Manager, Runner, 

Theatre, Social Networking, Web Editor. 

Assessment Components:  

Paper 1 Written examination: 1 hour and 30 

minutes 

35% of GCSE 

Questions will focus on media industries, audiences 

and representations.  Questions will relate to an 

unseen source and the close study products. 

Paper 2 Written examination: 1 hour and 30 

minutes 

35% of GCSE 

Questions will focus on media language and contexts 

of the media.  Short, medium and extended response  

questions assessing depth of knowledge and 

understanding of the course. 

NEA—creating a media product 

30% of GCSE  

Additional Information:  

Media Studies is a particularly valuable subject given 

the prominence of media in young people’s lives.   

The course allows students to analyse and evaluate 

key messages whilst applying these to a media 

product of their own and to reflect on the impact of 

the media on society today. 

Curriculum Leader:  Mrs D Harrison 



Subject: 

GCSE MFL: French 

Course Content:  

Year 9 

Studio GCSE Text Book 

The introduction of a new 9—1 grading system, with 

the top grade being 9, covers the following modules: 

• Identity and culture 

• Local, national, international and global area of 

interest 

• Current and future study and employment 

Students are prepared to complete AQA GCSE 

assessments. 

Years 10 and 11 

Studio GCSE Text Book 

The following modules are covered within the 2 year 

course: 

• Travel/tourism 

• School 

• Relationships 

• World of Work 

• Leisure/Free Time 

• Home Town 

• Healthy Lifestyles 

• Environment 

• Customs and Festivals 

Examination Board:  AQA (8658) 

Progress into Careers / Sixth Form / Higher 

Education:  

Sixth Form:  A level French 

Higher Education: French Studies, French and French 

Law, Business Management with French, French 

Politics, Art History with French. 

Careers: Airline or Airport Passenger Service 

Assistant, Airline Pilot, Broadcast Journalist, Civil 

Service Administrator—Fast Stream, Cook or Chef, 

Copy Editor, Courier, Cruise Ship Worker, Diplomatic 

Service Executive Assistant, Diplomatic Service 

Operational Officer, European Union Administrator, 

Export Sales Manager, Hotel General Manager, Hotel 

Receptionist, Immigration Officer and Assistant 

Officer, Interpreter, Journalist or Reporter, Library or 

Information Assistant, Library or Information 

Professional, Literary Agent. 

Assessment Components:  

Paper 1: Listening 25% 

Paper 2: Speaking 25% 

Paper 3: Reading 25% 

Paper 4: Writing 25% 

100% external assessment—all papers will be set and 

marked by AQA.  Translation will be included in the 

reading and writing examinations. 

Additional Information:  

Full details on assessment in the AQA GCSE 

examinations can be found in the AQA specification 

and on the website, www.aqa.org.uk, or are 

available from your French teacher. 

Golden Curriculum / Enrichment Opportunities:  

Cultural visits to France. 

Curriculum Leader:  Mrs J Duell 



Subject: 

GCSE MFL: Spanish 

Course Content:  

Year 9 

Mira Express 

The following modules are covered: 

• Personal information 

• School 

• Family 

• House and Home 

• Leisure Time 

Students are prepared to complete half-termly 

assessments, including listening, speaking, reading 

and writing. 

Years 10 and 11 

Studio GCSE Text Book 

The following modules are covered within the 2 year 

course: 

• Travel/tourism 

• School 

• Relationships 

• World of Work 

• Leisure/Free Time 

• Home Town 

• Healthy Lifestyles 

• Environment 

• Customs and Festivals 

Examination Board:  AQA (8698) 

Progress into Careers / Sixth Form / Higher 

Education:  

Sixth Form:  A level Spanish 

Higher Education: Spanish Studies, Spanish and 

Spanish Law, Business Management with Spanish, 

Spanish Politics, Art History with Spanish. 

Careers: Airline or Airport Passenger Service 

Assistant, Airline Pilot, Broadcast Journalist, Civil 

Service Administrator—Fast Stream, Cook or Chef, 

Copy Editor, Courier, Cruise Ship Worker, Diplomatic 

Service Executive Assistant, Diplomatic Service 

Operational Officer, European Union Administrator, 

Export Sales Manager, Hotel General Manager, Hotel 

Receptionist, Immigration Officer and Assistant 

Officer, Interpreter, Journalist or Reporter, Library or 

Information Assistant, Library or Information 

Professional, Literary Agent. 

Assessment Components:  

Paper 1: Listening 25% 

Paper 2: Speaking 25% 

Paper 3: Reading 25% 

Paper 4: Writing 25% 

100% external assessment—all papers will be set and 

marked by AQA. 

Translation will be included in the reading and writing 

examinations. 

Additional Information:  

Full details on assessment in the AQA GCSE 

examinations can be found in the AQA specification 

and on the website, www.aqa.org.uk, or are available 

from your Spanish teacher. 

Golden Curriculum / Enrichment Opportunities:  

• Cultural visits to Spain. 

Curriculum Leader:  Mrs J Duell 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=images+of+spanish+flag&view=detailv2&adlt=strict&id=529E4F94EF11A21D9108DD5E9C516C68B52517AE&selectedIndex=12&ccid=mIZQLybo&simid=608010818732556318&thid=OIP.M9886502f26e894e1939edc43803b7336o0


Subject:  Music Performance  

 Course outline: 

On the Music Performance course, you will study 

three different units.  This course is for anyone who 

enjoys playing a musical instrument, or singing and 

can confidently perform either by themselves or in a 

group.  

You do not need to be taking lessons on your 

instrument, but you need to be able to rehearse 

independently in order to develop your technique 

and skill.  You will learn about different styles of 

contemporary music, perform your own 10-15 minute 

gig, and either work on improving your instrumental 

skills, or compose a pop song.  

Unit 201ta: Musical Knowledge 

In this unit, you will learn about different musical 

styles.  You will identify key stylistic and musical 

elements present within contemporary music. 

Unit 202ta: Live Music Performance 

Live Music Performance involves planning, rehearsing 

and, of course, performing.  You will perform on your 

chosen instrument or voice for 10-15 minutes in front 

of a small audience.  You can perform as a soloist, 

part of an ensemble, or both!  You will have your own 

gig in Year 10, where you have to present an engaging 

performance.  

Unit 204ta: Instrumental Study (Optional) 

This unit is all about getting better at your instrument. 

You will get to know your instrument and rehearse for 

a set amount of time.  Mini performance tasks will 

form part of this unit and you will keep track of your 

progress in your practice sessions.  

Unit 205ta: Composing Music (Optional) 

Using music technology, you will compose a pop song 

or instrumental piece of music in a contemporary 

style. You will then describe the layout and evaluate 

how successful it was.  

Examination board: 

 

Why study Music Performance? 

The RSL Music Practitioners Performance course is 

essential for students interested in post-16 music 

study and beyond, besides being ideal for those that 

simply like playing or singing. Within the course, 

Music technology plays a vital role in facilitating 

composition and much more. Students can develop 

their knowledge and skills further through 

involvement in a number of lunch time and after 

school enrichment groups free of charge such as 

Choirs, Keyboard Club, Musical Production, Jam 

Club, Theory Club, Chamber Ensembles and GCSE 

Extra Help Sessions. 

More info: 

https://www.rslawards.com/vocational/music-

practitioners/ 

Careers in Music: 

 Performer  

 Composer 

 Manager 

 Producer 

 Live sound technician  

 Agent 

 Session musician 

 A&R coordinator  

 Songwriter 

Curriculum Leader: 

Mr G Mullaly 

Assessment: 

There is no examination for this course. 

Musical Knowledge, Instrumental Study and 

Composing Music are internally assessed. Live Music 

Performance is externally assessed and you will be 

graded Pass, Merit or Distinction.  

https://www.rslawards.com/vocational/music-practitioners/
https://www.rslawards.com/vocational/music-practitioners/


Subject:  Music  

Course outline: 

In OCR GCSE Music, students will be able to develop 

their performance skills through solo and ensemble 

playing. They will also compose two pieces of music 

using music technology. Finally, students will explore 

different genres of music and be able to listen to music 

whilst recognising musical elements and devices.  

Performance 

You will develop your existing skills on your chosen 

instrument. You need to perform for at least four 

minutes in total (solo and as part of a group).  You 

should be performing at least Grade 3 standard music 

by the end of Year 10.  You will also ideally be 

receiving instrumental lessons. This can be on any 

instrument, including voice – singing, rapping, DJ-ing, 

beatboxing or sequencing.  

Composition 

You will compose two pieces of music.  One piece will 

be free choice and the other will be decided by the 

examination board. Your compositions should last a 

minimum of three minutes combined.  You can use 

music technology to help you compose these.  

The Concerto Through Time - Students explore how 

this rich and varied orchestral musical genre, begun in 

the 18th Century, pitches the soloist battling against 

the might of the orchestra, in what is a spectacle of 

music theatre. 

Rhythms of the World -  Students study the traditional 

rhythmic roots of four geographical regions: India and 

the Punjab, Eastern Mediterranean and Middle East, 

Africa, and Central and Southern America. 

Film Music – This includes music that has been 

specifically composed for film, music from the Western 

Classical tradition that has been used within film and 

music that has been composed as a soundtrack for a 

video game. 

Conventions of Pop –  Students study a range of 

popular music from the 1950s to the present day 

focusing on: Rock ‘n’ Roll of the 1950s and 1960s, Rock 

Anthems of the 1970s and 1980s, Pop Ballads of the 

1970s - 1990s, and Solo Artists from 1990 to the 

present day. 

Examination Board: 

Why study Music? 

The GCSE Music course is essential for students 

interested in post-16 music study and beyond, 

besides being ideal for those who simply like 

playing or singing.  Within the course, music 

technology plays a vital role in facilitating 

composition and much more. Students can develop 

their knowledge and skills further through 

involvement in a number of lunch time and after 

school enrichment groups free of charge such as 

choirs, keyboard club, musical production, jam club, 

theory club, chamber ensembles and GCSE extra 

help sessions. 

More info: 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/music-j536-

from-2016/  

Careers in Music: 

• Performer 

• Composer 

• Manager 

• Producer 

• Live sound technician  

• Agent Session musician 

•  A&R coordinator  

• Songwriter 

Curriculum Leader: 

Mr G Mullaly 

Assessment: 

Performance = 30% (15% solo, 15% ensemble) 

Composition = 30% (15% free, 15% brief) 

Listening examination = 40% (examination in Year 10 

comprising four areas of study) 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/music-j536-from-2016/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/music-j536-from-2016/


Subject: 

GCSE Philosophy, Religion and  

Ethics 

Course Content:  

The first section of the GCSE course is an introduction 

to Philosophy and Ethics, where students will explore 

a number of ’ultimate questions’ such as ‘Is the 

universe designed? and ‘Why does evil exist?’  This 

allows students to develop their own views and 

debate ‘big questions’.  

Part One: The Study of Religions 

The first section of the GCSE focuses on the study of 

beliefs, teachings and practices of two world religions

– Christianity and Islam. 

Students will study the beliefs, teachings and 

practices and there will be visits and speakers from 

their chosen world religion to speak to them about 

how their religion influences their lives.  This helps 

the subject to come alive and provides an 

opportunity for discussion and questions. 

Part Two: Thematic Studies 

Thematic Studies is the aspect of the course that 

students develop their thinking, arguing and 

evaluation skills.  We examine all four of the topics 

listed below; within them there is much room for 

discussion and debate leading to lively and enjoyable 

lessons. 

• Relationships and Families 

• Religion, Peace and Conflict 

• Religion, Crime and Punishment 

• Religion, Human Rights and Social Justice 

Examination Board:   

AQA GCSE Religious Studies A 

Progress into Careers/Sixth Form/Higher Education:  

Sixth Form:  A levels – Philosophy, Religion and 

Ethics, Sociology, Psychology, History and English. 

Philosophy & Ethics helps students in all of the above 

subjects as the thinking and analytical skills 

complement each other well. 

Higher Education: Biology, Dance, Sociology, 

Philosophy & Ethics, Philosophy, Politics, Religion & 

Philosophy, Religion & Ethics. 

Careers: Advice Worker, Broadcast Journalist, Charity 

Fundraiser, Community Educator, Counsellor, Funeral 

Director, Lecturer—Further Education, Social Worker, 

Teacher. 

Assessment Components:  

Two written examinations: 1 hour 45 minutes each.  

There is no coursework in Philosophy & Ethics, but 

regular examination questions are set throughout the 

course to ensure students are fully prepared for the 

examinations. 

Additional Information:  

Parents/guardians and students commonly think that 

the subject is not intellectually challenging, or well 

respected amongst universities and employers, but 

this could not be further from the truth.  It is a highly 

regarded and intellectually challenging subject, which 

encourages students to critically analyse beliefs, 

opinions, facts and behaviours and make their own 

informed judgements on real life issues.   

Philosophy & Ethics promotes free and balanced 

thinking and nurtures a number of skills and values 

that can be used in all walks of life and further 

education, eg, critical thinking, comparing and 

contrasting argument, empathy and respect for 

others. 

Enrichment Opportunities:  

• Enrichment opportunities with guest speakers 

1-2 times each year. 

• Opportunities for student-led debate club 

during lunch times. 

Curriculum Leader:  Miss K Lally 



Subject: 

GCSE Photography 

Course Content: 

An enjoyable and stimulating programme for anyone who 
likes taking photographs, editing, and experimenting with 
different photographing, printing and editing processes. 

You will work on a range of different skills in your work 

journals developing your ideas to create a personal 

portfolio of work.  You will work on a given theme and 

will be encouraged to interpret it in a personal way 

Examination Board:  Pearson Edexcel  

Progress into Careers / Sixth Form / Higher 

Education:  

Sixth Form: A level Art & Design, Photography A Level. 

Examination Board:    Pearson: Edexcel 

Higher Education: Foundation Diploma in Art & Design, 

Bachelor of Arts, Master of Arts. Digital Media / Graphic 

design degree courses. 

Careers: Architect, Photographer, Graphic Designer, 

Textile Designer, Jeweller and Silversmith, Illustrator, 

Film making, Interior Designer, Fine Artist, Fashion 
Designer, Graphic Designer, Illustrator, Printmaker, Textile 
Designer, Art Teacher / Lecturer. Assessment Components:  

• Coursework—Personal Portfolio = 60%. 

A portfolio of work that evidences exploration of different 

ideas through experimentation of a range of different 

processes e.g. dark room, digital photography. 

• Externally Set Assignment = 40%. 

This is an externally set assignment, with the examination 

paper being issued by Edexcel.  Students have 

approximately twenty hours of taught time leading to a ten

-hour exam in which the final piece is produced in 

examination conditions. 

This is internally assessed and externally moderated. 

Additional Information:  

You should choose Photography because: 

You enjoy it! 

You are interested in and like using a camera. 

You are prepared to explore and experiment with a range 

of processes and techniques such as; dark room, 

digital, manual and digital image manipulation and 

photoshop. 

You are organised and prepared to use a sketchbook to 

research, explore and develop ideas both in class and 

at home. 

You are interested in finding out about other artists and 
their work. 

Enrichment Opportunities:  

Art and Photographic galleries 

Annual Tate Modern Gallery trip  

Access to the Black& White Photographic darkroom  

Curriculum Leader:  Miss E Hart 



Subject:  

Exam Physical Education 

GCSE PE 

BTEC Sport 

OCR Sport  

Examination Board:   

GCSE PE—AQA 

OCR Sports Science—Cambridge National  

Level 2 Sport— Pearson Edexcel  

Curriculum Leaders  Mr Fuller and Mrs Funge 

GCSE PE Students will be assessed both practically and theoretically.  

The Active Participant: Controlled Practical Assessment, 40% of the whole course.  Assessments from 

three sports, including at least two different groups—individual and team.  There is also an NEA           

component (coursework) that is based upon sporting performance.  

Knowledge and Understanding for the Active Participant: 2 written papers—1½ hours, 60% of the 

course.  

NOTE: There is a common misconception that GCSE PE is not intellectually challenging.  The                      

examination and coursework aspect of this course are now worth 70% of the students final grade. 

Therefore this course requires students who are not only avid sports individuals but also have an         

interest in understanding how the body performs within sporting situations.  

BTEC Sport Students will have the opportunity to study four specialised units that are heavily focussed around 

coursework, but also include an online examination and a practical performance. These units include; 

Health and Fitness for Well-being, Practical Sports Performance, Mind and Sports Performance and 

the Sports Performer in Action.  

OCR Sport Students will have the opportunity to study four specialised units.  These units will be: Contemporary 

Issues in Sport, Developing Skills, Sports Leadership and Sport and the Media.  

Assessment: Students sit a total number of four units.  Of these units, one is assessed externally and 

three are assessed internally, through coursework. 

Of the external assessments, students will have to;  Sit one 1-hour written paper examination, worth 

60 marks. Under new guidelines, students will have the opportunity to re-sit this examination once 

Study Support / Home Learning 
BTEC Sport and OCR Sport all have assignments 
which will be published to students electronically via 
Goggle Classroom.  This will allow students to access 
their work whilst in school and at home. 
Assignments and deadlines will be set at key points 
throughout the course – as set out by our 
Assessment Schedule Plan.  

GCSE PE will regularly post via Edulink homework, 
wider reading and coursework which will link and 
relate to content covered in class.  

Progress into Careers / Sixth Form / Higher Education:  

Sixth Form:  A level Physical Education, BTEC level 3 

Sport. 

Higher Education: BA/BED/PGCE in Physical Education. 

Careers: Broadcasting, Community Sports Coach, 

Competition Manager, Dance Instructor, Disability 

Sports Development Manager, Fitness Professional, 

Sports Coach, Gym Instructor, Marketing, Nutritionist, 

Outdoor Adventure Leader, Performance Analyst, 

Personal Trainer, PE Teacher, Physiotherapist, Referee, 

Sports Massage Therapist, Strength & Conditioning 

The PE and Dance facilities at Sandy Secondary School are some of the best in the county.  Facilities we have 

available are:  Sports Hall (4 badminton courts); Activities/Dance Studio; 2 Squash Courts; Additional indoor multi-

use Activities Area; Fields (3 pitches: 2 Football, 1 Rugby);  2 Netball Courts, 4 Tennis Courts;  Astroturf (full size and 

floodlit).  Our Athletics Track was resurfaced and remodelled in 2018.  



Subject: 

GCSE Psychology 

Course Outline 

In Year 9, students will study the following unit and 
learn to understand:  

Unit 1 – Cognition & Behaviour 
• Memory  

• Perception  

• Development 

• Research Methods  

To complete the GCSE in Year 10, students will 
continue with the following unit and further study 
aspects of:  

Unit 2 – Social Context & Behaviour  
• Social Influence  

• Language, Thought and Communication  

• Brain and Neuro-psychology 

• Psychological Problems  

Students will be expected to draw upon knowledge 
and understanding of the entire course of study to 
show deeper understanding of these topics. 

Examination Board:  AQA 8182 

Progress into Careers / Sixth Form / Higher 

Education:  

All areas of human behaviour have the potential to 

require psychological analysis or intervention.   For 

example, techniques such as cognitive behavioural 

therapy (CBT) and systematic desensitisation in the 

treatment of phobias and addictions. 

Most Psychology students go on to study a degree in 

Psychology, Science or Social Sciences, including 

Business and Management.  Over the past few years, 

students progressed to Higher Education courses 

including: 

 Psychology (Surrey) 

 Psychology Criminology (Liverpool  & 

Sunderland) 

 Psychology Neuroscience (Reading & Notts 

Trent) 

 Educational Psychology (Sunderland) 

Assessment Components:  

Unit 1:  

Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes 

100 marks = 50% of GCSE 

Section A: multiple choice, short answer and 

extended writing (25 marks) 

Section B: multiple choice, short answer and 

extended writing (25 marks) 

Section C: multiple choice, short answer and 

extended writing (25 marks) 

Section D: multiple choice, short answer and 

extended writing (25 marks) 

Unit 2: 

Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes 

100 marks = 50% of GCSE 

Section A: multiple choice, short answer and 

extended writing (25 marks) 

Section B: multiple choice, short answer and 

extended writing (25 marks) 

Section C: multiple choice, short answer and 

extended writing (25 marks) 

Section D: multiple choice, short answer and 

extended writing (25 marks) 
Curriculum Leader:  Mr P Waller 

Additional Information:  

Standard Textbooks:  
AQA GCSE Psychology – Nelson Thornes ISBN 978-1-
4085-0395-9  
Psychology for GCSE Level – Psychology Press ISBN 
978-1-84872-018-3  
Home learning assessment will be given weekly and 

include a range of research and written tasks. 



Subject: GCSE Science 

Students will study aspects of Biology, Chemistry and 

Physics.  In Year 11, they will sit examinations leading 

to two or three GCSEs in Science.  The majority of 

students will study the AQA Trilogy specification 

resulting in two GCSEs.  Those students who show 

aptitude and interest will follow the separate Science 

curriculum. 

Biology 
• Cell Biology 
• Organisation 
• Infection and response 
• Bioenergetics 
• Homeostasis and response 
• Inheritance variation and evolution 
• Ecology 

Chemistry 
• Atomic structure and Periodic Table 
• Bonding, structure and properties of matter 
• Quantitative chemistry 
• Chemical changes 
• Energy changes 
• Rae and extent of chemical change 
• Organic chemistry 
• Chemical analysis 
• Chemistry of the 

Atmosphere 
• Using resources 

Physics 
• Energy 
• Electricity 
• Particle model of matter 
• Atomic structure 
• Ions 
• Waves 
• Magnetism and electromagnetism 
• [Space physics—Separate Sciences only] 

Examination Board:  AQA 

Progress into Careers / Sixth Form / Higher 
Education:  

Sixth Form:  A levels offered in: Biology, Chemistry, 
Physics, Applied Science and Psychology. 

Higher Education: Science degrees are required for 
the majority of careers below and are extremely 
varied. 

Careers: Medicine, Veterinary Science, Midwifery, 
Engineering, Sports Science, Biomedical Sciences, 
Pharmacology and Pure Science Disciplines, 
Ambulance Care Assistant, Aroma Therapist, Beauty 
Therapist, Carpet and Upholstery Cleaner, Chemical 
Plant Process Operative, Countryside Ranger or 
Warden, Farm Worker or Stockperson, Firefighter, 
Gamekeeper, Gardener, Groundsperson, Make-up 
Artist, Occupational Therapy Support Worker, Painter 
and Decorator, Pest Control Technician, Photographic 
Technician, Physiotherapy Assistant, Taxidermist. 

Assessment Components:  

Trilogy (equivalent to two GCSEs) 

• 2 x Biology examinations (1¼ hours) 

• 2 x Chemistry examinations (11/4 hours) 

• 2 x Physics examinations (11/4 hours) 

There will also be 22 compulsory experiments.  

Students’ practical skills will be assessed throughout 

and endorsed at the end, if they meet the required 

standards. 

All examinations include multiple choice, structured, 

closed short answer and open response questions. 

For Separate Sciences (3 x GCSEs), students will sit: 

• 2 x 13/4 hour papers in each discipline and carry 

out 28 compulsory practicals. 

Additional Information:  

• Specialist teachers 

• All students set by ability on entry 

• All lessons in fully equipped science 

laboratories 

• Frequent practical opportunities 

• Online resources for all students 

• Regular, structured homework and assessment 

scheme 

Golden Curriculum / Enrichment Opportunities:  

Students in the top sets in each band follow the 

Separate Science pathway, resulting in three separate 

Science GCSEs.   

Students are offered enrichment opportunities 

throughout the year, for example; dissections, physics 

of music, the science of photography and forensic 

investigation. 

Curriculum Leader:  Mr M Cuff 



Reasons for Selecting Optional Subjects: 
 

• I enjoy the subject. 

 

• I’m really interested in the subject and would like to 

study it in more depth. 

 

• I have researched the course / job I would like to do 

and know I need this subject. 

 

• I have researched what the course involves and the 

topics sound interesting. 

 

• I have spoken to my parents / guardians / a teacher 

who   recommends that this would be a suitable course 

for me. 

WRONG reasons for Selecting      

Optional Subjects: 

• My friends are all choosing it.  
 
• I like the teacher. 
 
• I can’t think what else to do.  
 
• I have been pressurised into it.  
 
• I’ve heard it’s easy / less work. 



Subject: 

BTEC Travel and Tourism 

Course content: 

Tourism is an ideal course for anyone with an interest in 

developing skills for work.    

It is not just about tourism.  We investigate business 

organisations and structures and how businesses can be 

successful.    

We focus on customer service skills which are vital to any 

customer facing job in any industry. 

In year 9 we examine both UK and international 

destinations. We look at what destinations are like, what 

they do to entice tourists to visit, where tourists stay and 

how they get there.  

In year 10 we look at the UK tourism sector in detail. We 

look at the different tourism operators and what it’s like to 

work in them, how the tourism industry has developed 

over the last 50 years as well as the interrelationships 

between different travel and tourism organisations.   

Year 9 

Unit 2 - UK Travel and Tourism Destinations 

Unit 4 - International Travel and Tourism Destinations 

Year 10 

Unit 1 - The UK Travel and Tourism Sector 

Unit 3 - The Travel and Tourism Customer Experience 

Examination Board:  Pearson 

Progress into Careers :  

What can you do with this subject? 

Air Cabin Crew  

Aviation Operations (working in airports transport 

Security Advisors, or even HMRC Customs) 

Travel Agency 

Travel and Tourism Level 3 at college 

Events Management 

Business  

Assessment Components:  

Unit 1: UK Tourism and Tourism Sector (25% external 

assessment to be sat in year 10)   

Unit 2: UK Tourist Destinations (25% controlled assessment 

year 9)  

Unit 3: Customer Experience (25% controlled assessment 

year 10)  

Unit 4: International Tourism Destinations (25% controlled 

assessment year 9) 

Additional Information:  

What transferrable skills are learnt in this subject? 

• Working independently – organisation skills and ICT 

skills.  

• Learning about business organisations, structures 

and relationships 

• Map skills (locating destinations)  

• Understanding appeal of destinations and attrac-

tions and how businesses can increase their appeal. 

 

• Understand the skills needed to deliver customer 

service and the impact of good and bad customer 

Golden Curriculum / Enrichment Opportunities:  

Catch up sessions will be offered to students who need 

additional support with their studies. 

Interventions will take place close to sitting the external 

assessment. 

Trips will be offered to major travel and tourism destina-

tions in the UK.  

Curriculum Leader:  Mr Meehan 



C
u

rr
ic

u
lu

m
 B

o
o

kl
et

 S
e

p
te

m
b

e
r 

2
0

2
2

 


