
Issue 6, Feb 2022 

01767 680598 
www.sandysecondaryschool.com 

A Message from our Executive Principal 

Dear Parent/Guardian 

Wow, what a half term.  The national television news 

seems to be implying that Covid-19 cases are reducing, 

and more and more measures are now being taken 

away.  We, as a school, on the other hand have really 

felt the impact of the virus over the last few weeks.  

The average number of students and staff who are 

absent has nearly doubled which has, unfortunately, 

led to the closing of certain year groups this week.   

I know from talking to other headteachers, both locally 

and nationally, they have all been in a similar situation, 

if not worse.  I just hope after half term that this will not 

be the case for us.   

I cannot promise there will not be further closures, but 

we will look to minimise disruption.  Unfortunately,  

such closures may also come at short notice if a 

member of staff tests positive and has to self-isolate 

straight away.  We would have to make an executive 

decision as to whether we can safely care for your child

(ren), in school, with the number of staff available.   This 

is a really difficult situation for all of us and any 

decision to close a year group is not taken lightly with 

all other potential solutions having been investigated 

thoroughly first. 

Unfortunately, as there is a national shortage of supply 

staff, we could not simply cover these classes, as we 

would normally for any short term periods.   

I would like to thank you all for your continued support 

and understanding, at this difficult time. 

Uniform and Expectations: Rewards 

You will be aware that we have high expectations of our 

students in regards to their uniform and behaviour. In 

fact we have had visitors to the school who have 

stated that they thought we were a private school., 

our students all looked so smart. 

The vast majority of our students meet these 

expectations on a daily basis and are a credit to 

themselves, you, as their parents/guardians and also 

to ourselves.  They also display the characteristics we 

are encouraging them to show, when moving into 

adult life.   

We recognise these achievements through various 

rewards programmes throughout the year and visits 

at the end of the autumn and summer terms.  As part 

of this, I had the pleasure of meeting a group of 

students in  Year 7 for Hot Chocolate Friday.  They 

were a delight to 

spend time with and 

should be really 

proud of all they 

have achieved – 

well done, all of 

you.   

In addition, congratulations should also be given to all 

the students across the school who were awarded 

certificates in their celebration assemblies, which 

took place in their form rooms this morning.  Awards 

included Tutor Stars, Inter-Form Group Behaviour and 

Attendance and House Stars, along with many 

students who were awarded for displaying the school 

values. 

Uniform: 

Can I please ask you to check your child’s uniform 

over the holidays.  They do have growth spurts and 

this can lead to trousers, skirts and blazers becoming 
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too small or short.  If this is the case, then we would 

ask you to replace this as soon as possible.  If you are 

struggling to do this, due to financial hardship, please 

let us know as we will be able to support you.   

Can I also remind you that we do not allow any 

jewellery, or piercings of any sort, or for tape/plasters 

to be used to cover them, even if the piercing is new.  If 

your child wishes to have a piercing, we would strongly 

suggest they do this at the beginning of the summer 

holidays.  This will allow time for healing and piercings 

can then be removed when they return to school in the 

autumn. 

Intervention: February Half Term 

Should your child be coming into school over February 

half term for intervention, they will not need to wear 

school uniform.  Please arrive 5 to 10 minutes before 

the session starts at either 9.00am or 11.00am.   

Students will need to use the front entrance, through 

the main school reception, where they should sign in 

and be greeted by the member of staff running the 

session.   

Please be aware that, if you are dropping your child 

off, our car park will be closed due to the re-surfacing 

work.  We, therefore, ask that drop your child off on 

the road outside the school and then use the 

roundabout at the back of the school to turn around.   

Mock Examinations 

Please be aware that Year 13 students have mock 

examinations starting on 21st February.  We are 

allowing them to take study leave for this week, when 

they are not in an examination, unless their subject 

teacher has asked for them to be in school for their 

sessions. 

Year 11 mock examinations also start on 21st February 

with MFL oral examinations.  Students will then have 

two weeks of mock examinations starting on 28th 

February. 

Year 10 mock examinations will be immediately after 

the Easter break.  To support students with revision 

and examination techniques, they will be having a 

drop-down session with the Senior Leadership Team, 

covering strategies to support them from 23rd 

February. 

Communication – Over Half Term 

We would ask that, unless it is an emergency, you do 

not contact or email the school over the holidays, as 

our telephone lines and emails will not be monitored.   

We would like to give our staff a total rest over the 

half term week, to help with their positive mental 

health.  If you do need to contact us in an emergency 

please email  khayward@sandysecondaryschool.com.  

I will be monitoring my emails and will reply to you as 

soon as I can. 

LFD Testing 

Please can we ask that you to continue testing your 

child twice a week over half term.  We will be issuing 

students with more LFD tests straight after half term. 

DT: Enterprise Project  

Please take a look at the poster further in this edition 

of our DT students’ Enterprise Project, where they are 

selling some brilliant pencil pots.  They are all hand- 

made to raise money for charity and they can also be 

personalised, for that special touch.  The students are 

doing an excellent job and I know they would really 

value your support. 

Have a lovely half term; we look forward to seeing 

students on our return on Monday 21st February. 

 

Miss K Hayward 

Executive Principal 

mailto:khayward@sandysecondaryschool.com
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What is Chess Club? 
 
Chess Club is a great place to be at lunchtime.  Everyone is welcome, from 
Year 7's right though to an ever growing number of staff!   You might even 
get a lunch queue Chess Pass.  
 
We have lots of students on hand to help new member learn the game, so come and join in… 
 
Mr Waller’s Chess Club is like a community, a family and one of the most diverse and inclusive clubs in 
the school.  Once a month, we hold competitions for our members, with Mr Waller putting in an open 
packet of biscuits or dried up banana as a prize!!  Great fun and not too serious …. and yet competitive in 
a supportive way! 
 
Within ‘our’ Chess Club we have designed a ranking system (which really impressed Mr Waller) so our 
members can work up they’re performance if they wish – most do!!.  
 
There are 6 ranks: Pawn, Knight, Bishop, Queen and King.  To obtain ranks, players must meet the 
requirements of the rank criteria, and the Student Chess Board/Committee decide who gets promoted 
(not Mr Waller haha …..he’s only a Pawn).  
 

When is Chess Club? 
 
Chess Club is every lunchtime in S4 with Mr Waller.  Everyone is welcome!  Feel free to come down with 
your lunch and have a game of chess.  But be early, as we’re running out of space and equipment! 
 
It’s great fun and not too serious …. and yet competitive in a supportive way.   
 
And as Mr Waller once said to us all, it doesn’t matter who or what your station or role is in life because 
at the end of the day (or game) both the King and the Pawn go back in the same box……. To remind us 
we are ALL ultimately equal in life itself!... 
 
 
Cameron Parkinson – President Year 9  
M Hood - Vice President  Year 9 

CHESS CLUB 
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Dear Parent/Guardian 

As part of our Careers provision at Sandy 

Secondary School, we are planning to run a 

Careers Breakfast/Fayre on 28th April 2022 

for our students in Year 10.  

We have invited a number of local 

businesses to attend and are hoping to have 

a range of different professions represented. 

We are very keen that students have access 

to a wide range of different career choices 

and professions and, therefore, we are 

interested to recruit more businesses and 

professionals to attend.  

If you, or someone you know, would be 

interested in attending the event to talk to 

our students about their job, profession 

and career path, we would be very 

interested in hearing from you! 

Please email 

ganderson@sandysecondaryschool.com 

We look forward to hearing from you. 

Mrs G Anderson 
Careers Advisor/Assistant Principal 

As some of you are already aware, we have a 

student with a severe nut allergy and they may 

not be the only student in the future who has this 

condition. 

A nut allergy is a major issue, as it can create all 

kinds of serious side effects for the young person 

if eaten or touched, such as itchiness, urticaria, 

swelling, eczema, sneezing, asthmas, abdominal 

pain, drop in blood pressure, diarrhoea, cardiac 

arrest and Anaphylaxis may occur.   

Our school staff have been trained and the 

appropriate medication is kept in school.  

However, to avoid any such incident occurring 

with nut allergies and the affects they can have 

within seconds, we are no longer allowing 

nuts of any kinds, or nut related 

products, into school.  This also includes 

food cooked in nut oil and such things as 

Nutella, Reese’s products, peanut butter, 

peanut puffs, etc.  Please note that many 

cereal bars also contain nuts, so these would 

not be allowed in school.  We would ask that  

also be aware that wrappers from nut products 

should not be brought into school. 

We would be extremely grateful for your support 

on this matter. 

Miss K Hayward 

SEVERE NUT ALLERGY Careers Breakfast/Fayre 
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Local Offer in Bedfordshire & Luton  

 

The Local Offer helps you find information about local services, support and events for children and young 
people aged 0 to 25 years who have special educational needs or disabilities (SEND).  

The aim of the local offer is to provide clear, comprehensive, and accessible information about support 
and opportunities available for children and young people with special educational needs in your area. 

To ensure that the provision of services in education, health and social care are more responsive to local 
needs and aspirations of children and young people by directly involving them, their parents/ carers and 
service providers in its development and review. 

Find out more about the Local Offer, run by the councils,  in your area by clicking on one of the links 
below: 

 

Luton:             https://directory.luton.gov.uk/kb5/luton/directory/localoffer.page 

Central Beds: www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/special_educational_needs_and_disability_
-_local_offer 

Beds Borough: https://localoffer.bedford.gov.uk/kb5/bedford/directory/home.page 

 

https://directory.luton.gov.uk/kb5/luton/directory/localoffer.page
http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/special_educational_needs_and_disability_-_local_offer
http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/special_educational_needs_and_disability_-_local_offer
https://localoffer.bedford.gov.uk/kb5/bedford/directory/home.page
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