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29th June 2022 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
Parental Survey: Feedback and Update 
 
We would like to thank all the parents/guardians who took the time to complete our parent/guardian 
survey.  We have taken on board some of your suggestions and would like to now inform you of the 
changes we are making and the further consultations we will be undertaking for September 2022. 
 
School Day 
From September 2022, the timing of our school day is going to change in line with the new requirements 
from the Department for Education regarding change in the structure of the day.  School, therefore, will 
start at 8.30am each day and end at 3.00pm. 
 
The school gates will be open from 8.00am and students will be expected on site and lining up in their 
form groups at 8.25am, ready for an 8.30am start in their form rooms.  Registration and form time, 
which we consider Lesson 1, will be from 8.30am – 9.10am.  During this time, students in Years 7, 8, 9 
and 10 will have input on SMSC (Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural) and PRE (Philosophy, Religion and 
Ethics) literacy and assembly over the week.   
 
Students in Year 11 will have a different programme of study and revision skills, SMSC activities and 
assemblies.  All students will then have Lesson 2 and 3, followed by break at 11.10am for 20 minutes.  
This will be followed by two further lessons, 4 and 5.   
 
We will be dividing the lunch break and extending it to 35 minutes.  Students in Years 7, 8 and 9 will 
have the first 35-minute lunch break 12.30pm – 1.05pm, following by students in Years 10, 11, 12 and 13 
from 1.25pm – 2.00pm.  This will reduce the waiting time and number of students who are wanting to 
purchase food, although we have increased our lunch time availability within the café, courtyard, 
marquee and Pod areas.  The Pod area offers a ‘snack hut’, where students can purchase hot and cold 
food and drinks in a quick snack format, but not the main meal of the day.  The main Meal Deal of the 
Day will continue to be served in the café at £2.50 for a hot dinner and a pudding. 
 
 
 



 

Change in Uniform 
We are making some gradual changes in our uniform from September 2022 and will be making further 
changes for September 2023, in line with guidance from the DfE.  We will not require students to have a 
specific colour bag or coat from September 2022 and they may wear either plain black or plain white 
socks.  All other uniform requirements will be remaining the same at this time.  We will, however, be 
asking parents/guardians to join a uniform working group from September, to review our policy and 
provision.   
 
If you need support with uniform, please talk to us, as we will help and are in the process of setting up 
Pre-Loved Uniform Parents’ Evenings from September. 
 
Parents’ Evenings 
Unfortunately, our teaching staff are not allowed to work beyond 1,265 hours over the 40 working 
weeks we are required to teach.  As much as I might like to add in more parent evening events, I am not 
able to do this, due to the terms and conditions the staff have to work under.  We do, however, want to 
ensure you have access to information about your child’s progress, the majority of which can be 
accessed via Edulink One – our parent portal and communication app that we use, that keeps your 
child's school information in one place, meaning you are more informed and involved in their learning 
journey.  We will also look to review whether we hold parents’ evenings face-to-face, continue with 
them online (using Edulink), or offer a mix to suit the need of the young person or parent/guardian.  We 
will consult on this before the end of term. 
 
Staffing 
We are fully staffed for September 2022 and will be looking to expand our learning support team.  Staff 
retention across the school is very good and we are increasing our teaching staff, due to the growth in 
student numbers. 
 
We have included below a list of our new staff joining us for September and the subjects or areas they 
will be working in: 
 

Mr G Millard  Assistant Principal 

Miss T Prutton  Art 

Mrs M Lambert  Dance 

Miss A Collins  English 

Dr A Cook  English 

Mrs P Waddell  French 

Miss K Mansfield  Geography 

Mr S Watt  History 

Miss J Dodds  Maths 

Dr N Robertson  Science 

Ms R Stanton  Science 

Mr L Davis  Sociology & Business Studies 

Miss N Omar Sociology, Health & Social Care, Psychology 

 

 



 

 

 
We have also made a number of internal promotions, as follows: 
 

Ms A Chinn  Curriculum Leader Social Sciences (Sociology, Business Studies & Health & Social Care) 

Mrs A Beavor  Curriculum Leader Hospitality & Catering 

Mr J Croft  House Achievement Leader: House of Courage – effective from 4th July 2022 

Mrs L Gillard Lead Teacher: KS3 ICT 

Mr J Green  Year 11 Achievement Leader 

Mrs T Moncrieff Curriculum Leader: ICT & Vocational Lead 

Miss E Needham Lead Teacher: Student Voice (Assessment) 

Miss S Neesam  Lead Teacher KS3 Science (Resource Development) 

Mrs K Tarpey  I/C Travel 

Mr P Waller  Head of School for Alternative Provision 

 
 
The following members of staff will be leaving us at the end of the Summer, for promotion elsewhere or 
taking a break from teaching: 
 

Mr M Catlin English 

Miss L Jones Science 

Mr W Tenison Science 

Mrs L Thompson Art 

Miss K Watts English 

 
Our staffing body has now grown to over 150 staff, compared to just 60 when I first became Principal.   
 
SEND Provision 
We are very fortunate to have two excellent and highly qualified SENCOs in our school.  Mrs H Smith is 
our Lead in this area, assisted by Mrs A Alderton.  Added to this, we have an EHCP Co-ordinator, Mrs S 
Robinson, who will be assisted in the administration of this role by Mrs Webb, who has been newly 
appointed for September 2022. 
 
We also have a SEND Manager, Mrs V Walton-Smith, who leads our large team of Learning Support 
Assistants (LSAs), but we are expanding this number to increase provision for students who have SEND 
needs to have additional support. 
 
We are also fortunate to have a REACH (Reflection, Encouragement and Care Hub) Centre, which is a 

dedicated area for students with SEND and medical needs to access at various times of the day, if 

needed and is managed by Mrs N Barrowcliffe.  Added to this, we offer a wide range of SEND 

intervention sessions for identified students across year groups, from 8.30am to 9.10am Monday to 

Friday, which include Key Worker sessions, Handwriting, Literacy, Reading, Maths, Sound Write, Growth 

Mindset, SEMH, Social Studies, Lego Therapy and Draw and Talk.   

These morning intervention sessions are in addition to Homework Club, which will run from 3.00pm – 

4.00pm every Tuesday and Wednesday after school. 



 

Curriculum Overview 

To help you know what your child is studying in the forthcoming year, you will receive a Curriculum 
Overview booklet.  This will have every subject in it and what students will be learning and how it builds 
on their previous learning.   
 
We are also changing the way we assess and mark student work across the school, which will involve a 
lot more student reflection and participation in how we work together to support their progress and 
development.  We will share this change in policy and practice before the end of the summer. 
 
Information sheets will also be issued for parents/guardians of how you can support your child in each 
subject area. 
 
Homework 
We know we have not got homework right.  Some students have too much, some have too little, some 
do too much and put too much pressure on themselves.  This is an area across the country and which 
many schools struggle with, along with what is the purpose and value of homework.  Over the next year, 
therefore, we will be reviewing homework and we will be asking for parents/guardians and students’ 
views to re-write our policy and procedure for September 2023. 
 
Open Surgery / Open Evening 
We would like to invite you, parents/guardians, to book an appointment to come and look around the 
school on Thursday 14th July, from 4.30pm – 7.00pm and speak to our Senior Leadership Team.  We are 
aware that some parents/guardians have not seen the school, or met with key staff, so this is an 
opportunity to do this. 
 
We would also like to invite you to the school for our annual Open Evening, so that you can look around 
and meet students and staff.  This will also give you an opportunity to see for yourself what we do and 
how we do it.  This evening will be on Thursday 6th October 2022. 
 
September Building Work 
Over the summer holidays a new compound will be installed near where our two new buildings will be 
erected, at the back of the school.  Work on these new buildings will hopefully start at the end of 
September, ready for completion and handover to the school for September 2023.  The impact on our 
students will be minimal over this period, as their learning and welfare will always come first and we will 
not have this disrupted. 
 
We will continue to update you on further developments, as they happen. 

 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
Miss K Hayward 
Executive Principal 


