12th June 2020

A Message from our Executive Principal
Dear Parent/Guardian
Although certain lockdown measures are now
beginning to ease and we will re-open for students in
Years 10 and 12 next week, there are many
restrictions on how we do this. We are only allowed to
have in a quarter of a year group at a time and they
then have to be separated into small groups, to allow
for social distancing in the classrooms. The school, and
the procedures we will be following, will look very
different and it is essential that parents/guardians and
students of those in Years 10 and 12 read the letters
sent out, detailing the procedures they will need to
follow on their return.
I have to say that, although the school will look
different, we are still very much looking forward to
having students back and being able to teach face to
face. I know we have had key workers’ children in
school, as well as children who are vulnerable, but it
will be lovely to see the school start to come alive
again, as I love the buzz you get when you walk
through lessons and see students engaging in their
learning and feeling confident and determined that
they can succeed. Although I will no longer be able to
walk through any lessons, I will be looking through the
windows, in order to not cross-contaminate the group
bubbles. This is quite a change that I will need to get
used to, until we are assured we can go back to
normal.
At this stage, we have no information, or update, from
the Government as to when students from other year
groups will be able to return to school. We still do not
know if, in September, we will go back to normal.

If, however, we do return to normal, there will be a
change to the start of the new academic year, so
that we only have students in Year 7 in school for the
first two days of the new term. We will then bring
Years 8 and 9 back in for a day, followed by the rest
of the school. I will give you the dates for this as
soon as I can but, again, I have to state clearly that
this is subject to change, given the fact that we have
to adhere to Government guidance and this can
change daily.
Please be aware that, although we have opened the
school for both the Easter holidays and May half term
for key workers’ and vulnerable children, at this
stage, we are not planning on opening over the
summer holidays. I want to give you plenty of
notice regarding this, so that alternative plans can be
put in place. Building works will be taking place on
both of our sites (Sandy Secondary School, and our
federated school, Moggerhanger Primary School),
and we do not feel it appropriate to have staff, or
students/children on site, unless we are directed by
the Government.
I wanted to say a huge thank you to all the students
who are working so hard at home. I have seen some
wonderful work and we have put these on our
website as excellent examples. Please encourage
your child to complete the work set on Edulink, in
order to carry on their progress and support their
learning, as well as helping to ensure they are ready
to re-start school. We are very aware that, having
been away from the classroom for so long, and if they
are not engaging in the work set, it could put them in
a very disadvantaged position moving forward.
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If you are worried or need support with this, then
please let us know, by emailing us on
parentcontact@sandysecondaryschool.com. We are
here to help.
I would like to say a huge congratulations to Holly
Horne-Curtis for taking part and
break a world record in the biggest
Art lesson. See her superb work on
page 5 of this edition.
A Smile for Holly - if you have not
yet had a chance to send us a
message, card, picture, drawing, etc , for our former
student, Holly Barker, it is not too late. We really want
to hit our target of 100 different items we can take to
Holly to help put the smile back on her face. We want
to let her know that we all care and are thinking of her
at this incredibly difficult time.
Unfortunately, the treatment has not worked and the
option for a second opinion has now been taken away,
due to how fast her tumour is growing. Holly is a very
special young lady and would do anything for anyone,
due to her huge heart and generosity, so please help
us to help her know how much we care.
Drawings, pictures, cards, poems or messages of
support can be posted to us at Sandy Secondary
School, Engayne Avenue, Sandy, Beds, SG19 1BL, email
parentcontact@sandysecondaryschool.com, or you
can drop items off into our outer foyer. Please help us
let Holly know that we all care about her and want that
smile back on her face. Thank you.

Examination Certificates: July 2019 Leavers

Please keep safe

Please email jpartridge@sandysecondaryschool.com
to arrange a mutual collection time.

Miss K Hayward
Executive Principal

We still have a number of examination certificates
waiting to be collected for those students who left
school in July 2019.

Mrs J Partridge
Examinations Officer
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Equality and Diversity
During the past few months, the news headlines have

issues of racism, protest and riots, and considering how

been dominated by Covid-19 and the enormous impact

these are relevant to the communities to which we

that this terrible pandemic has had on our way of life.

belong. Unfortunately, the current school closure

Over the course of the past few weeks though, the

means that these conversations cannot take place

death of George Floyd in Minneapolis, and the

within school, and are therefore likely to be happening

subsequent protest movement against racial prejudice

at home, or via social media. We, therefore, thought it

and discrimination, has increasingly featured. History

might be helpful to share with you, some suggestions

teaches us that specific events and actions can often

for how you may generate a discussion around these

spark the move to radical change, and it would

issues at home, and begin the tough conversation

certainly appear that this terrible event is already

about these important, and highly sensitive issues.

beginning to have an impact that is likely to be farreaching, and long-lasting.
While the death of George Floyd is rightly condemned
by all, what has followed is proving to be very divisive.
People are rightly calling for racial equality and the

protection of minority groups, but the worldwide
protest movements in the midst of Covid-19, and the
sporadic violence involved in some of these protests,
has led to many people voicing disquiet, or even open
opposition to the methods being used. This has been
further evidenced over the past few days with calls for
the authorities to review the appropriateness of

The nature of the discussion will partly depend on the

statues and monuments that have ties to individuals

age, maturity and exposure of your child to the

that may have questionable viewpoints or opinions on

concepts of race, skin colour and ethnicity. A child

the issues of race, equality or the rights of minorities.

with limited contact with people from a diverse range
of backgrounds, may be unaware of there being issues

It is common at times such as this, especially when we

around equality. In a similar way, younger children

are increasingly exposed to the news, for schools and

may be less aware of racism and discrimination and the

colleges to talk with students about what is occurring

impact that this can have.

in the world, and to attempt foster healthy debate and
discussion. In this case, we would be exploring the

The best time to have this discussion is ultimately at a
stage when children are best able to receive and
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process the information, and are more aware of

5. Challenge racism and prejudice: consider meaningful

themselves and their place in the world. The events of

and helpful ways to make a difference to the

the past few weeks may, therefore, make this a

communities in which we live. This may involve

suitable time to begin this conversation. Some

writing to an MP, posting a supportive comment for

suggested tips from beginning this discussion include:

groups that are disadvantaged or persecuted, or

1. Discern what your child(ren) already know: some
children may already have well-established views
and opinions on these issues, and will have possibly
been influenced by friends, or by what they have
seen or heard online.

and actions of the police, and also the actions or
protestors. There are strongly held views on these
issues. Try to consider how people may view these
groups differently, and why this may be. Try to
ensure you have a balanced conversation that
considers the aims and objectives of both groups

and why people are divided about their actions.

examples of civil rights movements that can serve as
starting

speak out and be active in their communities.
6. Encourage research and education: it is unlikely that

point

for

discussion.

child(ren) might raise about these issues. It is,
therefore, important to encourage them to develop
a long lasting curiosity and an enquiring mind. To
help

with

improving

their

knowledge

and

understanding, they may seek to undertake
additional research online, or read books on equality
and diversity. There are also a range of different
films, such as The Help, that are not only
informative, but also inspirational.

3. Consider the history of civil rights: there are many
good

age appropriate, but will encourage young people to

anyone could answer all of the questions that your

2. Be open about differing perspectives on the role

a

producing a poster. This would obviously need to be

The

Montgomery Bus Boycott was sparked by the
decision taken by Rosa Parks not to give up her seat
on a public bus, while the Stonewall Riots in 1969
began in protest against police brutality towards
members of the LGBTQ community.
4. Celebrate diversity: discuss the value and benefits to

society of diversity, and how we should value people
on the basis of their character, and personal
attributes. Try to challenge stereotypes and
preconceived opinions about groups of individuals.

I hope that the above strategies are helpful, if you do
decide to begin a conversation with your child(ren)
about racism and prejudice. Education, discussion and
reasoned debate are surely the means by which we will
help our children to fully appreciate the importance of
diversity, and the value that we can each bring to our
society, and our local communities.
We will continue to set work on Edulink for students to
use as part of a wider body of work on these issues,
and we will hopefully be in a position to return to this
in September.
Mr A Rutter
Vice Principal
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Behaviour Policy Addendum: Covid-19
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Congratulations to former Student

Congratulations to last year’s Year 11 student, Kane Thompson, who
passed out of of HMS Raleigh, Plymouth on 15th May 2020. Kane is now
on the second part of his Royal Navy career, training to be a Weapons
Engineer at HMS Collingwood, Portsmouth.
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World Record Breaker!

Congratulations to Holly Horne-Curtis, who took part
on an online art lesson as part of a world record attempt in
May and we have just had confirmation that it was a world

record. Here is Holly with her art and world record
certificate
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Random Acts of Kindness

A very big thank you to our DT Technician, Miss

Jackson, for making our two new Moggerhanger
Primary School friends. The two “new” children come
complete with long plastic hands/arms to help welcome
our younger children back, whilst practising social
distancing, and can be easily sanitised after use.
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School Uniform
Our school uniform suppliers, Prestige Design & Workwear, will be open from Monday 15th June for 15 minute
appointment times for sizing and purchasing your child’s new school uniform.
We know that children often grow over the summer holidays, but please do not leave ordering uniform until
August, as this is likely to be when appointment slots are busiest and, therefore, may not be available. Please also
be aware that Prestige are experiencing some delay in stock availability due to the pandemic. Visitors will be
limited to 1 adult and 1 child during the appointment.

12th June 2020

School Uniform

12th June 2020

School Uniform

12th June 2020

RAILWAY AWARENESS
Due to the very high level of trespassing on the tracks by young people in your local area,
Network Rail in partnership with Learn Live are working to help raise awareness to
students across the UK educating them about the dangers of the train tracks through
interactive digital delivery.

Network Rail asks you to share the relevant safety video with your teachers and parents to
show in class or at home during this difficult time, as there have been 1,024 incidents since
lockdown began, we are keen to help keep students safe.
We have made things easier for you to watch the free safety videos by just entering the
email railsafety@learnliveuk.com.


Please note these are the recommended age ranges, we would always advise you to
view the clips first to gauge suitability for your class.



The session is less than 15 minutes and explains why it is important to stay safe near
the tracks.



Over 1 million students, parents and teachers from across the UK have significantly
decreased the number of trespasses in their area through watching the safety clip.

https://learnliveuk.com/network-rail-primary-school-safety-talk/
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RAILWAY AWARENESS
Secondary school version: Age 11-16
https://learnliveuk.com/network-rail-secondary-school-safety-talk/

Secondary school feedback - XP School
"The students gave the video their full attention and they expressed their shock in certain
parts. They were all transfixed and engaged. I think from the way the video began, which
was quite light, the students really didn't expect something as hard hitting as it was. Not one
of them spoke during the video. After it had finished, we had a long discussion and not one
of them knew that both train and overhead lines were live"
Thank you for supporting this message and for helping raise awareness to keep your young
people safe.

Any questions you have about the safety campaign, please don’t hesitate to contact me as
soon as possible.
Customer Service Team, Learn Live, Eaton Avenue, Matrix Park, Buckshaw Village, Chorley, PR7 7NA
Telephone: 01257 446010, Option 1
learnliveuk.com
@learnliveuk
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Early Help Update from Central Beds Council
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Cambridge Regional College
Explore the courses on offer at Cambridge Regional College.
All subject areas are online, you can meet the tutors and ask questions.
To find out more and register go to https://www.camre.ac.uk/open-days-online/

Appeal for Help—A Smile for Holly
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