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Message from our Head of School

whenever that may be.
For students in Years 11 and 13, if they are

Dear Parents, Guardians and Students

taking any subject that has coursework, they
should continue to work on this, as they may be

I write to you in exceptional times, in the hope that

asked to submit this as supporting evidence. For

you are all able to remain safe and are taking all

students taking a BTEC qualification, this is

possible precautions to protect yourself and those

especially important as they are likely to ask

around you. Although we thought that schools could

for work to evidence the standards being

potentially shut, we were expecting this to be initially

achieved. At the time of writing, there is no

for a short fixed period of time. The announcement

clear guidance on exactly how A level and GCSE

by the Education Secretary, Gavin Williamson, that

grades will be awarded.

schools would remain closed indefinitely and that
both A level and GCSE examinations would be
cancelled, was a complete surprise.

In order that we are able to provide as much
information as possible, a page has been created
on the school website, www.sandyupper.net,

It created a surreal, incomprehensible situation in

which can be accessed through the Latest News

school the following day, where we tried to provide

section on the home page. This contains the

all the reassurance that we could to our students,

latest advice from the Government, copies of

without having any of the answers ourselves. I must

letters that have been sent home and links to

say that the students were an absolute credit to

overviews of individual subjects. Once we have

themselves and their families as, in spite of all the

information in regards to the awarding of grades

uncertainty with the situation, they all behaved in an

we will publish this through the website.

exceptional manner.

The current guidance from the Government is

The school had already partially closed as we were

“the most recent scientific advice on how to

unable to provide safe staffing levels following the

further limit the spread of COVID-19 is clear. If

guidance to self-isolate for 14 days if there were any

children can stay safely at home, they should,

symptoms in the household. The timing gave very

to limit the chance of the virus spreading. That

little time for any plans or preparation to be made.

is why the government has asked parents to

The current situation is that students will be set work
online through EduLink, in order for them to
continue their education and help them to continue
learning in preparation for a return to school,

keep their

children at home, wherever

possible, and asked schools to remain open
only for those children who absolutely need to
attend.”
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I would like to express my personal thanks for

relevant member of staff to respond. I am also

following this guidance. The school has remained

providing

open, but to a very small number of students for

gpreston@sandysecondaryschool.com

whom child care is being provided.

additional means of making contact.

This has

my

own

email

address
as

an

enabled us to follow the principles of social

I would like to finish by formally putting in writing

distancing by having the students working with

a commitment I have made to all students in Year

space in between them and not being in close

11 and Year 13, which is that we are not prepared

contact with either each other, or members of
staff.

Students can only attend school with

agreement in advance; this is to ensure that there
are adequate provisions in place. If you are a “key
worker” and there is no other option available to
safely look after your child, please complete the
form available on the website and return in
advance of the child care being required.
Students attending the school during this time are
being given access to a computer to work online on

the work that has been set, the same as they

to allow their time at Sandy Secondary School to
end in the manner in which it did.
Students were expecting a number of events to
take place, and were particularly looking forward
to the Prom or Sixth Form Ball respectively. We
will ensure that an event takes place once the
current situation allows. What this will be, and
when, I can’t give any details of but, we as a
school, and myself personally, are determined
that this will happen.
I hope that you are all able to stay safe in these

would be doing if they were at home.
Although the school is remaining open, I have

difficult times.
Mr G Preston
Head of School

taken the decision, where possible, to reduce the
number of staff in school each day in accordance
with the Government guidance on social distancing
and working from home. We will continue to
respond to emails, but please accept my apologies
in advance if it takes us longer than normal to

Useful and Helpful Information

reply, in particular if you have emailed a member

Over the next few pages of this special we have
included some information which we hope may
be useful our students and their families.

of staff directly.
possible,

you

Please can I ask that, where
contact

the

school

using

parentcontact@sandysecondaryschool.com, which
is monitored daily and is then passed onto the
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Ski Trip Report 2020
In the early hours of Saturday 8th February 2020, Mr Fuller, Mr Catherall, myself and 31 students started our trip to
Italy for the annual ski trip, which was less gruelling this year as we flew from Luton to Milan, and cut the travelling
time from 26 hours to less than 11 door to door!
The weather was cold, but sunny and the conditions were fantastic, especially the higher up we
went. Everyone had a great first day, and I don’t think we had anyone say “I can’t “, they all just
got on with it! We had lunch every day back at the hotel which always involved a pasta course, as
did the evening meal, and we didn’t have the same pasta twice! The food was great.
Our evening entertainments included ice skating, which led to Jack G getting a special nomination,
bum-boarding, which was exhilarating, and the Quiz and Awards night which always proves a laugh.
On the pool evening, out came mine and Mr Fuller’s competitive streak again as we took on Mr Catherall and Sam,
the ski rep. Well, what can I say, I am no pool player, but I managed not to pot anything until the last two balls on
the table (which was one of ours and the black) and they went in just like that – to say I we were amazed was an
understatement. Joyous shrieks filled the room!
The progress that was made by the beginner groups was immense, with some of them joining the top group by the
end of the week. Everyone’s skiing ability improved, other than Mr Catherall (I am sure he won’t mind me telling
you this), but so did everyone’s ability to wipe-out! Some of those falls were epic, and details will stay “on the
slope”.
Each and every student we took this year was a credit to both their families and the school – they were a
pleasure. Next year’s trip to Austria is already full with 44 places taken, but should you wish to add your child’s
name to the cancellation list, please email me via parentcontact@sandysecondaryschool.com I would like to take
this opportunity to thank Mr Fuller and Mr Catherall for all their support during the trip – I couldn’t have done it
without them.

Mrs Partridge
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Apply from HOME !
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The Leaders Award ‘If you were an Engineer, What Would you Do?
The deadline of 25th March deadline is no longer a deadline!! Get your entries in as and when you can before
the end of the academic year! Just keep in touch and let us know your plans.

The Leaders Award ‘If you were an Engineer, What Would you Do? Home
Learning packs
There is nothing like a little boredom to fuel creative invention! With that in mind, we are offering
the Leaders Award resource packs to children between the ages of 3 and 19 years who would
like to take part in this year. To fuel that invention further, we will be providing more online
interviews with engineers talking about their work and answering your questions.
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STATWARS: Climate Change Challenge
There is an outstanding new data project focusing on Climate Change which students could begin at home
(ages 8-16). We will be offering teachers live online sessions with our education team to take you
through the resources and answer your planning questions. We will also be lining up data professionals,
engineers, climate change and infographic specialists to be interviewed.
Register here for more information : http://www.statwarscompetition.com/climatechange/
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Information and Guidance Regarding Coronavirus
Please find below, a link to MIND, which has some useful and helpful information.
https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/coronavirus-and-your-wellbeing/
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Information and Guidance
Please see below an app that can be used by those who are victims of domestic abuse,
The app, called Bright Sky, can be downloaded onto your smartphone and provides support and
information to anyone who may be in an abusive relationship or those concerned about someone they
know.
The app provides a UK-wide directory of specialist domestic abuse support services with contact details,
along with a tool to record incidents of abuse via text, audio, video or photo, without any of the content
being saved on the device itself.
If you need to talk to someone, you can call the National Domestic Abuse Helpline on 0808 2000 247. If
you are in immediate risk, call the Police on 999.
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Coronavirus Information: How to Stay Safe

How do I protect myself?
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What are the symptoms?
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What should I do if I feel unwell?
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Academic Calendar: 2020—2021
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