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A Message from our Executive Principal 

Dear Parent/Guardian 

It seems impossible that another term in this academic 

year is drawing to a close and we will be heading into 

the third and final term of the year when we return on 

Tuesday 19th April.   

We would like to thank you for your continued 

support, as this has not been an easy term, with a lot of 

student and staff absence.  We know this has created 

some disruption to learning, but we have tried to 

reduce that where possible and we are continuing to 

look at further strategies to support all students across 

the school. 

 
Covid-19 Rule Changes 
We have today received the latest Covid-19 guidance 

for schools, from the DfE.  I have included these 

guidelines on the next page. 

 
Easter Intervention—Year 10, 11 and 13 
We will be running Easter Intervention sessions for 

students in Years 10, 11 and 13 on Monday 4th, 

Tuesday 5th and 6th April.  Please see timetable later in 

this newsletter.   

We very much hope you will encourage your child to 

attend these sessions to gain valuable further support 

with their forthcoming examinations, as staff have 

volunteered their time to come into school to 

undertake further revision and examination practice. 

Previously, students have stated how useful these 

additional sessions have been in the run up to the 

examinations, which start the week commencing 16th 

May.  Please note that practical and oral examinations 

will take place on our return after the Easter holidays, 

and, therefore, will be before this date. 

Also included in this issue is a copy of the Year 11 

expectations letter for this period.   

We are aware that a small group of students in Year 

11 are very close to getting 30 behaviour points, 

which would see them not being able to attend the 

Year 11 Prom or the Year 11 Celebration Events, so we 

hope that this will prompt them to make the 

necessary changes over the coming weeks, so that 

they can be invited to these events. 

 
Communication 
To allow all our staff time to work on their own 

positive mental health and have a complete break 

from work,  please be aware that our telephone lines 

will not be manned and emails will not be answered 

during the two week holiday,    

If, therefore, you need to contact the school in an 

emergency during this time, please email 

khayward@sandysecondaryschool.com.  I will answer 

as soon as possible. 

Thank you again for all of your kind and generous 

donations supporting our appeal for those in need   in 

Ukraine.  These will be taken to the distribution centre 

next week, so they can be transported to where they 

are needed so urgently. 

Thank you again for all your support and we wish you 

a very Happy Easter.   

Reminder that school re-opens to all staff and 

students on Tuesday 19th April 2022. 

 Miss K Hayward 
Executive Principal 

mailto:Khayward@sandysecondaryschool.com
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Changes to measures and guidance for managing COVID-19 in education and 
childcare settings from Friday 1 April. 
 
On Tuesday 29 March, the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, Sajid Javid, 
set out the next steps for living with Covid-19 in England from Friday 1 April. 
 
• Adults with the symptoms of a respiratory infection, and who have a high 

temperature or feel unwell, should try to stay at home and avoid contact with 
other people until they feel well enough to resume normal activities and they 
no longer have a high temperature. 

 
• Children and young people who are unwell and have a high temperature 

should stay at home and avoid contact with other people. They can go back to 
school, college or childcare when they no longer have a high temperature, 
and they are well enough to attend. 

 
• Adults with a positive COVID-19 test result should try to stay at home and 

avoid contact with other people for 5 days, which is when they are most 
infectious. For children and young people aged 18 and under, the advice will 
be 3 days  

 
For education and childcare settings from Friday 1 April: 
 
 Regular asymptomatic testing is no longer recommended in any education or 

childcare setting, including in SEND, alternative provision and children’s social 
care settings. Therefore, settings will no longer be able to order test kits. 

New Covid-19 Guidance for School 
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Congratulations to our school dance company, Tytonidae, 
who performed with excellence last weekend at the Dance 
East regional platform.  

Students had a fantastic day taking part in Contemporary, 
Hip-hop and Afrobeat's workshops as well as a very inspiring 
careers talk. 

To end the day they performed their new piece We are the 
Change, which is based around climate change 
responsibility. What a performance, with so many positive 
comments from the audience after the show.  

 

Well done Tytonidae ! 

Dance East Regionals 
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This week we have celebrated the completion of the Bronze Duke of Edinburgh award for four students in Year 10.  

The Duke of Edinburgh Award is a national award that is recognised by many organisations, universities and career 

paths. The award encourages its participants to step out of their comfort zone and develop skills and knowledge 

they may not have had the chance to pursue previously. The award has three levels; Bronze (started in Year 9), 

Silver (Year 10) and Gold (started in Year 12).  The award involves its participants taking part in its sections for one 

hour a week over an agreed duration of time depending on level.  These sections are Physical, Skill, Volunteering 

and Residential (Gold only), participants also complete an expedition to as part of their award, with the length 

dependent on the level of the award. 

At Sandy, we provide walking expeditions, where students plan a self-sufficient expedition, including recording and 

following their own route and carrying all their group and personal kit for the duration.  Students are also expected 

to carry all the equipment and kit the need for the expedition to be self-sufficient.  This includes food for the 

duration, tents (shared amongst the group), sleeping bag and spare clothes amongst other items needed.  

Students are required to cook a substantial meal in the evening when they arrive at camp.  To pass the expedition 

section of the award students must meet 20 conditions, all which can be found on the Duke of Edinburgh website. 

A big congratulations to the four students who have completed the Bronze award this week and a well done for all 

their hard work in completion of their chosen activities for each section of the award.  

I would like to give a separate well done to these students for their expedition in July of 2021, this was not an easy 

expedition by any means, particularly on the Sunday due to weather conditions with heavy rain throughout the 

day. The expedition did however end with Sunshine when all groups made it to the finish point in Biggleswade. 

Our Gold award students will be travelling to the Yorkshire Dales on Monday 4th April, for their practice expedition 

over 3 days, followed by the Bronze Practice in May, the Bronze assessed expedition in July and finally the Gold 

assessment in August.  

A quick note from Miss Hart and Mr McAdam if you are a current Duke of Edinburgh participant. 

If you are a current Duke of Edinburgh Award participant, please continue to login and update your online eDofE 

account to ensure your award is signed off for completion to receive of your certificate.  This includes all students 

who have already completed their expeditions last year.   

The Duke of Edinburgh Award at Sandy Secondary School 
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 Well done Abigail, for passing your Karate grading, now 

 only three belts away from your black belt!  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Olivia and her 
gymnastic team, Trio.  They achieved a 
very impressive first place in the  
East Counties Regional Acrobatic 
Gymnastics competition.    
 
They are  now off to compete in the  
NDP Finals in May.   
 
Good luck to you all ! 

Celebrating Student Success 
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