Issue No 10, 6th March 2020

Message from our Executive Principal
As a parent/guardian, you can also access past

Dear Parents, Guardians and Students
Welcome back after the half term break. I am sorry the
weather has not been great as we saw our third storm
this weekend and our first dusting of snow last
Thursday. There is a promise that spring is on its way, as

papers on the examination websites, such as those
listed below, which would be of great benefit to your
child.

We will also be emailing, under separate

cover, a list of resources recommended by subject

we rapidly move towards 21st March, the date when

staff to help students revise.

spring officially begins.

AQA:

www.aqa.org.uk;

We now only have seven school weeks left until the

EdExcel:

www.qualifications.pearson.com

official examination period starts.

OCR:

www.ocr.org.uk

WJEC:

www.wjec.co.uk

It is, therefore,

essential that all students in Years 10, 11 and 13 are
revising, as well as completing past papers and
identifying which areas they still need help and support

I would like to thank all the parents/guardians who

with.

attended our Year 11 Parents’ Evening on Thursday

The after school intervention timetable is attached for

guardians who attended the Revision Skills Evening

your information and we would ask you to strongly

last night. I hope you all found both events useful,

encourage your child to attend. If they would normally

informative and supportive of your child’s potential.

27th February as well as the Year 10 parents/

catch a school bus and would like to attend after school
intervention, but are unable to get home afterwards,

Please can I remind you that school starts at 8.40am,

please do let us know as we can support with transport.

and students must, therefore, be in the building by

Please

this time, and not just coming through the

call

us

on

01767

680598,

or

use

parentcontact@sandysecondaryschool.com.

gates. We do have a warning bell ring at 8.35am to
remind students that they should be walking into

I would also ask you to support us and your child when

school and that the doors are open.

they are invited to Saturday or holiday intervention, by
We had a really good

Lateness is considered non-attendance by the DFE

attendance during the February half term, and students

and can lead to a Fixed Penalty Fine. We want to

really benefitted from spending this time working with

avoid this, but more importantly we want to help

subject specialists. We have found it has made a massive

students learn the importance of punctuality when

difference to the overall grade, as it allows more time to

moving into the workplace, as employers can put

focus on the examination requirements.

sanctions into place for lateness. We would like to

encouraging them to attend.

help them avoid these situations by encouraging
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them into good habits now, and ask for your support in

I am really pleased that the students are working well

ensuring they arrive on time.

and have settled quickly back into their routines and

Uniform: please can I ask that you check your child’s
uniform on a regular basis so that their skirt/trousers
and blazer are not too short, as we know how young

their work ethic, following our return after the half term
break. It has been amazing seeing some of the work
produced as I walk around the school.

people can grow so quickly. We would ask that, where

Please be aware we are holding a Prom Evening for all

possible, any skirt that does not sit on the student’s

students and their parents in Year 11 and 13 on

knee, or trousers and/or blazer that are too short, are

Wednesday 11th March at 6.00pm. The evening has

replaced as soon as possible, please. If you need help

been organised by Mrs Shepherd and Mrs Hinson to

or support with this, then please email

me on

showcase various prom dresses and suits that are

executiveprincipal@sandysecondaryschool.com in the

available locally, with a fashion show led by Tracey-

strictest confidence.

Jayne’s of Biggleswade.

I would like to thank you all for your support with the
Coronavirus. We do not have any cases of this virus
and I would like to advise you that we are taking all
necessary measures and advice given to us by the DFE,
the Eastern Protection Unit and NHS 111. We know
that this virus is a concern to all of us and this week we
have shown students educational videos about the

There will also be other

businesses, showcasing what they have to offer to help
your child see what is available in regards to getting
ready for the Prom. Please be aware that, for Year 11
students, attendance at the Prom is not an automatic
right—they have to be invited after meeting the
expectations we have laid down to them and sent to you
via letter and the previous editions of Spotlight.

importance of hand washing and general hygiene, to

Bingo night – please come along and support the

reduce the spread of this and other viruses. We will

Friends of Sandy Secondary School (FOSSS) by getting

keep you up to date with any changes necessary, if

involved in their Bingo evening being held in the school

and when they occur.

on Friday 13th March. You can play bingo and have a

I would like to thank Mrs Saunders and the following
Year 10 students Megan Dyson, Alana Bettles, Charlie
Beeton, Charlie Trayhorn, Dean Wing, Emma Pettit,
Hannah

Woods,

Michael

Jones, with

special

commendation to Ciara Mantle, Jonathan Hurren,
Lucas Todd and Robert Ramsay for their incredible
entries

into

competition.

the

World

Town

Planning

The two teams were runners-up and

received a £25 Amazon gift voucher each, as well as
other gifts associated with town planning. Well done
to all who took part.

light supper all for the very reasonable price of £8 per
person. The evening starts at 6.00pm, with eyes down
at 6.30pm, and full details are on page 16, including how
to purchase tickets. All proceeds from this, and other
events organised and run by FOSSS, will be reinvested
into the school, to improve the facilities for our
students.
I wish you all a nice weekend, with the hope of some
spring sunshine.
Miss K Hayward
Executive Principal

2

Issue No 10, 6th March 2020

Uniform Reminder
Uniform



No jewellery is permitted apart from a watch.
Piercings may not be covered with a plaster or
clear retainer.



Natural make-up, no nail polish



No extremes of hair colour or style

At Sandy Secondary School we pride ourselves in our
uniform and how well it is worn by our students. As
we have had a few queries in regard to uniform
expectations, specifically jewellery, I thought it was
worth highlighting the Uniform Guidelines which are
available on our website.

Any item of clothing which does not adhere to the
above guidelines will be confiscated and will need to be
collected by a parent/guardian.

Uniform Guidelines
We strive for excellence in all that we do, and all
students are expected to dress to a very high standard
at all times including the journey to and from school.

How to Order Uniform:
Prestige Design & Workwear:



Top shirt buttons must be done up at all times.

Telephone: 01582 883222



Ties are compulsory for boys and girls.

Website: prestigedesignww.co.uk



White shirts are to be completely tucked in.



Blazers must be worn at all times while sweaters
are optional. Students may remove blazers in class
IF the class teacher gives them permission to do so.



Girls may wear either trousers or a skirt. Skirts
must be knee length. Both skirts and trousers must
be those supplied by Prestige.







Boys must wear black socks. Girls may wear either
black knee length socks, black or flesh coloured
tights.
Students are required to wear sensible black school
shoes which have no resemblance to trainers. Black
shoe laces only.
All jackets, coats and bags must be plain black with
no logos or designs. Bags must be able to
accommodate A4 folders.



Scarves, hats and gloves are to be plain black and
not worn indoors.



Belts must be plain black.

Mrs J Devereux
Behaviour & Attendance Manager

Plea for Wheelchair
We are still in need of a wheelchair to transport
students following injury or illness down to our sick
bay area.
If you have one that is no longer used, or needed
and are able to donate, we would be very grateful
to give it a new home.

Thank you, in advance.
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Parent/Guardian Focus
Student Absence / Attendance

Mindfulness Colouring Club

In order to safeguard every student, we do ask that
parents/guardians contact us, before 9.00am every

single day that your child is absent from school. This
can be done in a number of ways:

�



Text: 07624 804702
Email: attendance@sandysecondaryschool.com

 Ring: 01767 680598, extension 243
Thank you for your support in helping us to ensure all
students arrive safely at school every morning, when
expected.

Mental health and wellbeing of our whole school
community is always high on our agenda and we are
very conscious of the need to support our students in
the run up to examinations.
The benefits of relaxation and mindful activity has
been well documented and so we are offering a
Mindfulness Colouring Club to support students who
are suffering with anxiety and exam stress.
Every Monday and Wednesday lunchtime we will be in
S10 for tea, coffee, chocolate, some colouring and a
chat. Please come along, all welcome!
Mrs Hinson

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce our
new Attendance Officer, Mrs J Baynham, who joined

Media Studies Intervention

us this week.
If you have any concerns regarding your child’s
attendance, Mrs Baynham can be contacted by calling
01767 680598, or by using any of the methods listed
above.

Please note that Media Studies GCSE examination
intervention will now take place on Wednesdays after
school in room ME1, until 3.50pm. Please encourage
your child to attend these valuable, additional lessons.
Thank you for your support.

Mr Rutter

Mrs Harrison

Plea for Pothole Repairs

Pot Noodles

Our school car park has several large, deep potholes and
is in need of repair.

We appear to have several students choosing to bring
pot noodles into school for lunch – they are then using
the boiling water from the coffee machine in the café
to fill these. This is not allowed.

If you, or someone you know, is able to help with filling
these in, we really would appreciate it. Please contact
the school office on 01767 680598, or use
office@sandysecondaryschool.com.
Thank you for your support.

Students should not be bringing these into school, they
have no nutritional value and, using the boiling water,
poses a health and safety risk.
Mrs J Devereux
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Parent/Guardian Focus
Students who do not wish to or are unable to buy a

Prom Fashion Show

new, or shop-bought outfit for the Prom will be able to
As the GCSE examinations loom ever closer, many of

view and try on these dresses and accessories.

We

our students console themselves with the thoughts of

will ask for a small donation if they wish to purchase or

life beyond work, revision and exams. One of the first

hire a preloved dress. Please do contact us for further

big celebrations to mark the end of GCSEs is the Year

information.

11 Prom, which will be held at Shuttleworth in
July. There will be more information about tickets, etc,

A big Thank you to everyone who has donated so far; if

in the coming weeks.

anyone has any dresses, suits, shirts, or accessories
that they would be willing to donate, then please let us

Wednesday 11th March at 6.00pm, In preparation for
our Prom, on

know.
Mrs Hinson

we will be holding our 2020 Prom

Fashion Show where students will be able to see and

CLIC Sargent Charity Walk

try on gowns from Tracey-Jane’s of Biggleswade.
There will also be a number of local businesses offering
accessories, advice and early booking for hair, nails,
and spray tan appointments, as well as cars and

On 24th July I am walking 50km to
raise money for CLIC Sargent. This
charity does lots of work with

limousines. If you have, or know of, a business who

families and children who have

would be interested in attending our Prom Fashion

cancer.

Show, or

in purchasing an advert in our Prom

I am training hard and if you know me at all you

Brochure,

please

can imagine doing this kind of exercise is a real

contact

Mrs

Hinson,

using

office@sandysecondaryschool.com.
As a school, we want to ensure that all of our students
are able to attend their Prom and celebrate the end of

personal challenge for me!
If you would like to read more about my reasons
for doing this please visit my JustGiving page

school together. We are, therefore, collecting pre-

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/jennifer-

loved dresses, suits and shirts which we can pass on to

burke2

our students at much lower prices than in the

If you can make a donation to sponsor me that

shops. The money raised will be used to ensure that

would be very much appreciated.

the Prom is extra special and to reduce the ticket
prices.

Miss J Burke
(Science)

5

Issue No 10, 6th March 2020

Parent/Guardian Focus
WE ARE A NUT FREE SCHOOL
As you may be aware from our previous
newsletters, we have a student with a severe nut
allergy and they may not be the only student in
the future who has this condition.
A nut allergy is a major issue, as it can create all
kinds of serious side effects for the young person
if eaten or touched, such as itchiness, urticaria,
swelling, eczema, sneezing, asthmas, abdominal
pain, drop in blood pressure, diarrhoea, cardiac
arrest and Anaphylaxis may occur.
Our school staff have been trained and the
appropriate medication is kept in school.
However, to avoid any such incident occurring
with nut allergies and the affects they can have
within seconds, we are no longer allowing

nuts of any kinds, or nut related products,
into school. This also includes food cooked
in nut oil and such things as Nutella, peanut
butter, some cereal and chocolate bars, etc.
We would be extremely grateful for your support
on this matter.

Term Dates for 2019—2020
Spring Term 2020
6 January—3rd April 2020
th

Half Term: 17th—21st February 2020
Summer Term 2020
21 April—17th July 2020
st

Half Term: 25th—29th May 2020
INSET DAYS
Monday 20th April 2020

Miss K Hayward
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World Book Day
We were really pleased to support World Book Day yesterday, Thursday 5th March, and have included a
couple of photographs of some of our staff members who dressed up as their favourite book characters.

7

Issue No 10, 6th March 2020

Maths Puzzle
This week’s Puzzle:
Answers (with workings
out) to Mr Burnett.

Last Week’s Answer:
Did you get it right?

Well done to our very own Site Agent, Mr Pettengell, for a
correct and detailed answer. Keep them coming

8

Issue No 10, 6th March 2020

Year 10 and 11 After School Intervention
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Clubs and Activities
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Clubs and Activities
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PE Extra Curricular and Intervention
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FoSSS (Friends of Sandy Secondary School)
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Coronavirus Information: How to Stay Safe

How do I protect myself?
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What are the symptoms?
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What should I do if I feel unwell?
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Issue No 10, 6th March 2020

25

Academic Calendar 2020—2021
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