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Dear Parent/Guardian 

It was been wonderful to see students in Years 7, 8 

and 9 in school this week, looking very smart and 

ready to learn.  I really am very impressed at how 

Year 7 have adapted to their new learning 

environment and routines.  It has been brilliant to 

see them in lessons and getting involved in the life of 

the school.  Please see further in this edition a small 

selection of photographs from their first days in 

school.  It is also really lovely to see our school slowly 

coming back to life, albeit with many restrictions and 

procedures in place, that we have to follow to ensure 

we reduce the risk of Covid-19 spreading.  This does 

mean that it is essential that the students follow our 

hand hygiene requirements and remain in bubbles 

across the school.  We also have a staggered start 

and end time of the day, as follows: 

                       Start of School                      End of School 

Year 7 and 11         8.25am                                   2.40pm 

Year 8 and 9           8.35am                                   2.45pm 

Year 10                    8.45am                                   2.50pm 

When in school, these three bubbles will also have 

different break and lunch times and will not be 

moving around the school together. 

We are unable to open up our canteen facilities first 

thing in the morning, due to the restrictions and 

students cannot be milling about the site.  It is, 

therefore, essential that, when your child comes to 

school, they go straight to their form group line, at 

A Message from our Executive Principal 

the back of the school and line up. This is to 

ensure that they remain in their bubbles.   

We will also require all students, on entering the 

building, to either wash or sanitise their hands 

and this will be done on a regular basis 

throughout the day, especially prior to and after 

break and lunch.   

Students are now able to do PE in full PE kit, so 

they will change for these lessons.  Enhanced 

cleaning will take place before and after each 

session.  We also have enhanced cleaning 

throughout the school during the day, to try and 

prevent the spread of Covid-19, along with 

thorough cleaning at the beginning and end of 

each day. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you 

for ensuring that our uniform expectations have 

been met.  However, I would also like to ask that,  

if you have not already done so, you check the 

length of your child’s skirt and ensure it sits on 

their knee.  Unfortunately, we have had a couple 

of students where this has not been the case. If 

this is a new skirt, then please can you let us 

know, as we do want to ensure our uniform 

supplier is selling you the correct length skirt.   

If you child has grown during the holidays, please 

can we ask that you replace the skirt as soon as 

possible and if you need assistance with this, 

please do contact us, as we are willing to help.  



Transition Special Edition, July 2020 

01767 680598 
www.sandysecondaryschool.com 

We are extremely lucky to have been given a 

sizable donation by Mark Martin, a local 

businessman and parent.  This has allowed us to 

purchase a brand new bicycle shelter at the front 

of the school, which will be open from Monday 

14th September for students to use.  This will be in 

addition to our current cycle shed at the back of 

the school.  This has made a real difference by 

offering them further facilities to be able to cycle 

to school. Please see the next page for 

photographs of our new bicycle shed and where it 

is positioned.  We cannot thank Mr Martin 

enough for his support.  

Roadworks 

You may or may not be aware that there is a huge 

building project going on opposite the school, at 

Quince Court. To allow the builders to do all they 

need to do, and ensure all the utilities are 

sufficient for the new building, some major road 

works have been put in place, particularly directly 

opposite our school. 

Unfortunately, this is causing a lot of congestion, 

and only single file traffic access to Medusa Way, 

and one footpath being closed.  Therefore, please 

can I ask for your support and collaboration in 

dropping your children off along Engayne Avenue, 

if you bring your child to school by car, and not to 

come down Medusa Way.  This is a major health 

and safety risk as we still have school buses to get 

down this road, as well as  our local residents 

needing to park.  

 Driving on Site 

Please can I ask that you do not drive onto the 

school site, either at the beginning or end of 

the school day, to drop your child off by car.  We  

have students crossing the gates to access the 

school and this can cause serious health and safety 

issues, especially with the major roadworks I have 

just mentioned, as one footpath has been 

closed.  The main gates to the school car park will 

be closed from 2.10pm to 3.00pm, on a daily basis. 

We are aware that there is a fair in town and,  

although we do not want to stop anyone having 

fun, please can you remind your child about 

essential social distancing measures, as well as 

taking precautions when out and about, as we want 

everyone to be safe.  

Please can I ask that you ensure your 

child's ParentPay account is regularly topped up, 

and that you set the limits that you wish them to 

spend each day, as we are a cashless school.  If 

students do not have enough money on their 

account, we will not be allowing them 

credit.  Should your child forget their lunch and 

they have do not have sufficient funds on their 

ParentPay account, they should go to Student 

Reception, where we will give them a lunch token, 

which they will be expected to pay the next day.  

I hope you all have a very enjoyable weekend, and 

we all look forward to a full complement of 

students again from Monday 14th September. 

 Miss K Hayward 
Executive Principal 
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Bicycle Shelter .... New !!! 

Over the summer break we were very lucky to have a brand new bicycle 
shelter installed a at the front of the school. This purpose-built structure 
will provide all-weather protection for bicycles and push-scooters so 
that students are able to cycle to school throughout the year, and also 
supports our ambition to encourage more students to either walk, cycle 
or scoot to school.  With the increasing popularity and growing size of 
the school, the pressure on our existing facilities has increase markedly, 
making the purchasing of a new, secure bike shelter a priority.  

The installation of the new bike shelter was only possible however, 
thanks to the generous donation made by Mark Martin, a local 
businessman, and a parent of a Sandy Secondary School student.  When explaining his reasons for choosing to 
support the school, Mr Martin said; "After recently selling a business I wanted to find a way to give something back. 
Our youngest joined Sandy Secondary last year and we have been very impressed, so decided to do something to 
support the school who are playing such fundamental role in educating the young people in our community". We 
are deeply indebted to Mr Martin for his generous donation, and wish to extend thanks on behalf of the students 
for this excellent addition to our facilities.  The new bike shelter will be available for students to use from Monday 
14th September. In addition to this new shelter, the school is also investing in its pre-existing bike shelter at the 
back of the school, which is envisaged to be completed during the autumn term.  

Should students wish to make use of the our bicycle shelters, it is essential that students securely fasten their 
bicycles with a suitable chain and padlock. The sheds will be locked during the school day, but it is important to 
note that the school cannot be held liable if bicycles or push-scooters are damaged or stolen.  

If a student has an after-school fixture, club or detention they should put their bicycle in the shelter at the front 
of the school. They should also use the front bicycle shelter if they are in the Sixth Form, or have to leave during 
the day for a planned, pre-advised, medical appointment.  If students in Years 7-11 choose to use the front 
bicycle shelter they need to walk around the front of school to/from the student entrance. They should NOT be 
using the doors at the front of school.  The only exception would be when a student is going for an urgent 

medical appointment, or is being collected by a parent/
guardian due to illness.  

We will shortly be issuing letters to students detailing the 
arrangements for getting a cycle permit, along with a 
guide to cycle safety. In the meantime students can 
continue to cycle to and from school, but should ensure 
that they wear a helmet, hi-vis reflective clothing and that 
their bike is in roadworthy condition. 

 

 

Mr Rutter 
Vice Principal 
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Welcome to our new students ! 
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As some of you are already aware, we have a 

student with a severe nut allergy and they may 

not be the only student in the future who has this 

condition. 

A nut allergy is a major issue, as it can create all 

kinds of serious side effects for the young person 

if eaten or touched, such as itchiness, urticaria, 

swelling, eczema, sneezing, asthmas, abdominal 

pain, drop in blood pressure, diarrhoea, cardiac 

arrest and Anaphylaxis may occur.   

Our school staff have been trained and the 

appropriate medication is kept in school.  

However, to avoid any such incident occurring 

with nut allergies and the affects they can have 

within seconds, we are no longer allowing 

nuts of any kinds, or nut related 

products, into school.  This also includes 

food cooked in nut oil and such things as 

Nutella, Reese’s products, peanut butter, 

peanut puffs, etc.  Please note that many 

cereal bars also contain nuts, so these would 

not be allowed in school.  We would ask that  

also be aware that wrappers from nut products 

should not be brought into school. 

We would be extremely grateful for your support 

on this matter. 

Miss K Hayward 

SEVERE NUT ALLERGY 

Student Absence 

In order to safeguard every student, we do ask that 

parents/guardians contact us every single day 
that your child is absent from school.  This can be 

done in a number of ways: 

 Ring: 01767 680598, extension 243  

 � Text: 07624 804702 

 Email:  absence@sandysecondaryschool.com  

Thank you for your support in helping us to ensure 

all students arrive safely at school every morning, 

when expected. 

Aerosols 

Could we please ask you, as parents/

guardians, to remind your son/

daughter that aerosols are a banned 

item and should not be brought into 

school, for any reason. 

We have several members of our school community 

who can be severely affected when aerosols are 

sprayed and we ask for your support in ensuring 

that they are not in your son/daughter’s possession 

whilst in school. 

Mr Preston 
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Hair, Piercings and Nail Extensions 

A reminder that no extremes of hair 

style or colour are allowed in School; piercings of 

any kind, including facial or nose piercings, are 

not permitted.    

Please also note that nail extensions, or nail 

polish must not be worn in school, and we would 

ask for your support in ensuring these are 

removed ready for our return in September. 

Thank you for your support. 

Mr Rutter 
Vice Princpal 

Mobile Phones and Electronic Devices 

Can we remind you that the use of 

mobile phones and other mobile 

electronic devices is not permitted 

within school and we will not accept 

any responsibility for the loss/theft of 

these. In the event that mobile devices 

are used, they will be confiscated and will need to 

be collected by a parent/guardian.  

If your child has a genuine emergency, they 

should report to their House office, or Student 

Reception, and arrangements will be made for 

them to use the school phone. 

Mr Rutter 
Vice Principal 

Lost Items / Student Reception 

Please could we ask that any items your child 
brings into school, is clearly named.  This 
includes all uniform, PE kit, bags, and every item 
of their Fantastic 15. 

We already have an amount of lost property 
that is un-named, including  a pencil case, 
complete  with two scientific calculators.  We 
know these items are expensive to buy, and we 
want to avoid you, as parents/guardians, having 
to re-purchase items, simply because they are 
not named. 

If your child wishes to purchase any stationery 
at Student Reception, please note that this can 
only be done using cash.  These items are not 
available through our ParentPay system. 

Thank you for your support. 

Mrs Cox and Mrs Darnell 

Parent/Guardian Focus 

School and Public Transport 

Could we please remind students that 
face coverings should be used on school 
and public transport. 

As a school, we are not responsible for 
monitoring and enforcing this, but it is 
strongly encouraged in line with guidance 
from Central Bedfordshire Council 
transport. 

Thank you. 

Mr A Rutter 
Vice Principal 
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Please ensure that your son/daughter is fully 

equipped with their Fantastic 15 every day.   

A brief reminder of what this consists of is below: 

 Plain black school bag—large enough to hold 

A4 folders  

 Reading book 

 Pencil case    

 Black and purple pens 

 Set of colouring pencils  

 Pair of compasses 

 HB Pencils       

 Pencil sharpener 

 Rubber       

 Glue stick 

 Highlighters      

 15cm ruler 

 Protractor       

 Scientific calculator 

 School planner (supplied by school) 

 

Fantastic 15 Stationery Parent/Guardian Focus 

Timings of the School Day  

To ensure that the time spent at school is 

enjoyable and educational, an example of a 

typical day is as follows:   

 

This is our “normal” school day, which we will 

revert back to, once Covid-19 restrictions are 

lifted. 

08.00—08.35: Breakfast Club (currently 

closed) 

08.35—09.00: Registration and Assembly 

09.00—10.00: Period 1 

10.00—11.00: Period 2 

11.00—11.20: Break 

11.20—12.20: Period 3 

12.20—13.20: Period 4 

13.20—13.50 Lunch 

13.50—14.50: Period 5 

14.50—15.50: Intervention and  

   Extracurricular Activities 
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A Guide to Student Services 

Mrs Darnell and Mrs Cox are here to ensure that 

students are supported throughout their time in school. 

They assist with a range of services, including the 

following: 

 Biometrics fingerprints 

 Purchasing locker keys 

 Purchasing of Fantastic 15 stationary, lanyards and 

water bottles 

 All lost property, from PE kits to planners 

 Forgotten items; including homework, the 

reprinting of timetables and reports 

 Uniform issues 

 Lunch vouchers 

 Collection of all medical/forms/slips for trips, etc 

 Organisation of detentions 

Lost Property: 

It is imperative that ALL items brought into the school 

are named.  This includes all uniform, but particularly 

ties and PE kit (including the bag and trainers).  We 

strongly recommend that water bottles, lunchboxes, 

coats, hats, gloves, reading glasses and pencil cases are 

also named. 

Student Reception does everything they can to reunite 

students with their belongings but this is very difficult 

without items being named. This should be both their 

first and surname.  If a student has lost an item around 

the school, they can come to Student Reception at 

break or lunch times to see if they can identify their 

belongings.  If named, the item will be handed back as 

soon as possible via the student runner. 

As from September 2020, any unclaimed lost property 

that has been left for a period of three months or more 

will be donated to a local charity.  

School Ties: 

From September 2020 a student who arrives 

to school not wearing a tie will be given a 15

-minute break time detention.  As they will 

have to borrow a school tie from Student 

Reception, we will require an item such as a 

mobile phone or house keys to be given in as 

a deposit. This will be returned once the tie 

has been handed back at the end of the 

school day. If the student does not return 

the tie at 2.50pm when Student Reception closes, they 

should return it to the Main Office, where they can 

also collect their item. 

If your child needs to purchase a new tie, this can be 

done through our uniform supplier, Prestige Design & 

Workwear, but Student Reception does also hold a 

small stock (of ties only), which students can purchase, 

at £6 each. 

Water Bottles: 

From September 2020 Student Reception will no 

longer be handing paper cups to students 

for them to use at the water stations.  It 

will now be the responsibility of the 

students to bring in their own water bottle 

to use. This is to reduce the impact on the 

environment caused by giving out 

significant numbers of paper or plastic 

cups.  We would strongly advise that 

students bring a named water bottle with 

them to school, especially on hot days. 

We have ordered some reusable water bottles that 

students will be able to purchase from Student 

Reception.  Delivery is expected in late September. 

Mrs Darnell and Mrs Cox 
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Wearing Uniform Correctly 

We strive for excellence in all that we do, and all 

students are expected to dress to a very high 

standard at all times. 

 Top shirt buttons must be done up at all times. 

 Ties are compulsory for all students. 

 Shirts are to be completely tucked in. 

 Blazers must be worn at all times. Students 

may remove them in class IF the class teacher 

gives them permission to do so. 

 Students may wear either trousers or a skirt.  

Skirts must be knee length and no shorter than 

21”. 

 All students must wear black socks, or black/

nude tights. 

 All students are required to wear sensible, 

black school shoes which have no resemblance 

to trainers.  Black shoe laces only. 

 All jackets, coats and bags must be plain black 

with no logos or designs. 

 Belts must be plain black. 

 Scarves, hats and gloves are to be plain black 

and not worn indoors. 

 No jewellery is permitted, apart from a watch. 

 Natural make-up only. 

 No nail polish. 

 No extremes of hair colour or style. 

Any items of clothing which does not adhere to 

the above guidelines will be confiscated and will 

need to be collected by a parent/guardian. 

Uniform and Uniform Supplies 

Our students are proud to wear their uniform, and 

all the items below can only to be purchased from 

our suppliers, Prestige Design & Workwear Ltd.  

This consists of: 

Basic Items 

• Blazer 

• Trousers with school logo 

• Black knee length skirt with school logo (no 

shorter than 21”) 

• House Tie 

• Jumper (optional) 

PE Kit 

• Girls PE Top 

• Unisex sports polo shirt 

• Unisex panel PE shorts 

• Boys reversible rugby shirt 

• Unisex black sports socks 

• Unisex sports fleece jacket (optional) 

• Unisex sports trouser (optional) 

 

Our uniform suppliers are based in Barton le Clay 

and can be contacted on 01582 883222, or 

www.prestigedesignww.co.uk.   Examples are 

shown on the next page. 

Uniform 
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Sixth Form Dress Code 
We are very much looking forward to welcoming students in Years 12 and 13 back into the Sandy Secondary School 
Sixth Form on Monday 14th September. 

Below is the new Sixth Form dress code and we would like to remind you that all students are expected to adhere 
to these rules (as discussed at enrolment) that were developed by previous cohorts.  We are very proud of our 
uniform in the lower school and we want to ensure that the Sixth Form, whilst having the freedom to choose what 
to wear, still portrays and demonstrates the same professional and business-like ethos. 
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Fantastic 15 Stationery 

All these items are available for students to buy at Student Reception 
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Who to Contact, and How ... 

In the first instance, please email parentcontact@sandysecondaryschool.com and your query will 

be directed to the appropriate person.  We will normally be able to reply within 48 hours, but the majority 

of concerns are resolved the same day.  You can also ring us on 01767 680598, and the House 
Achievement Leader (HAL) or Pastoral Support Assistant linked to your child’s house (detailed 

below) will be your first point of contact.   

If you have an SENCo enquiry, please ask for Mrs H Smith.    We have included a brief Who’s Who 

below, in order to assist you during the first few weeks. 

House of Courage comprises the Science and Design Technology departments, which are located 

at the rear of the school on the ground floor.  The House Achievement Leader for Courage is Mr 

G McAdam, whose office is located in the office on the ground floor, close to Student Services. 

House of Excellence comprises the Modern Foreign Languages, Art and Physical Education 

departments.  The House Achievement Leader for Excellence is Miss E Broughton, whose office 

is located on office on the ground floor, close to Student Services. 

House of Inspiration comprises the Performing Arts, Business Studies and ICT Departments which 

are all on the main corridor of the Ground Floor. The House Achievement Leader for Inspiration is 

Miss J Burke, whose office is located on the first floor, off the English department first floor foyer. 

House of Determination comprises the English, Mathematics and Humanities departments, 

which are on the first, second and third floors.  The House Achievement Leader for Determination 

is Mr S Pink., whose office is located on the first floor, off  the English department first floor foyer. 

The Pastoral Support Assistant linked to the House of Determination and the House 

of Inspiration is Mrs C Tuffin.   The Houses of Determination and Inspiration share an office, 

which is located on the first floor, off the English department first floor foyer. 

The Pastoral Support Assistant linked to the House of Courage and the House of 

Excellence is Mrs L Underwood.   The House of Courage and Determination share an office, 

which is located on the ground floor, near Student Reception. 
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Who to Contact ... 

Our Student Reception is located at the Student Entrance, as you come into school.  Stationery and ties 

are sold in Student Reception, and any letters that have been emailed home, can be collected in hard 

copy.  Lost property, locker keys and lunch vouchers are also handled by Student Reception. 

Mrs Darnell works Mondays and Tuesdays and will be pleased to help you 

with any questions you may have, or if you need to know which direction 

your classroom is in.  On Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays, Mrs Cox will 

be pleased to help you, and point you in the right direction. 

Behaviour Support Worker 

Miss R Nodwell, will be joining us in September, in the new role of Behaviour Support 

Worker, and will be based in the Intervention Room, near Student Services. 

SENCO (Special Educational Needs and Disabilities) 

Our SENCO is Mrs H Smith and the SEND team can be found in the Learning Support 

Centre which is close to the Student entrance.  

The SEND team support students in lessons and in other aspects of their 

learning.  Mrs Smith is assisted by Mrs V Walton-Smith as SEND 

Manager. 

 

Attendance  

Our Attendance Office is located on the ground floor near Student Reception.  Students 

who need to sign in or out of school must do so here (located near the Student entrance).  

We look forward to welcoming Miss Doke to our Pastoral team in September. 
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Our Pastoral Team 
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Our Safeugarding Team 
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Covid-19 Flowchart 
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