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Dear Parent/Guardian 

I cannot believe we have got to the end of the first 

half term of this academic year already.  Time seems 

to pass so quickly and I have to say a huge thank you 

to all of the staff and students for their hard work 

and resilience this half term. In these uncertain times 

it has not been easy, but everyone has adapted to 

the changes and focused on the learning.  It has also 

been lovely to see the students who came back from 

the very long break feeling anxious, becoming more 

confident and secure in what they are doing.   

We are making a few changes after half term (please 

see our website for the guidance if you have not 

already read it).  We feel these changes are needed, 

now that the cold and flu session is upon us as we 

want to keep everyone as safe as we can and to 

reduce any potential spread of the virus.   

We are very fortunate that, at present, we have not 

had any positive cases of Covid-19 and we hope to 

maintain this.  However, we also have to be realistic 

that, at some point this may happen and we will 

have to shut part or the whole school down for a 

minimum of 14 days.  I am really sorry, but if we do 

have to do this, we will not be able to give you much 

warning, neither will we be able to have any children 

in from that bubble, or across the whole school.   

I know this will put additional pressure on families 

and their work commitments, due to childcare, but 

we will not be able to offer any provision in the 

A Message from our Executive Principal 

school at all, due to the strict regulations we 

have to follow in regards to self isolation. 

We will also be highly 

recommending that students and 

staff wear face masks when walking 

around the school and in communal 

areas, other than when they are 

eating and drinking.   

We are aware that some students and staff  are 

exempt from this due to their medical 

conditions, or additional needs, and 

would encourage, where possible, that 

they wear the green sunflower 

lanyard—this is a nationally 

recognised sign that someone has 

hidden disabilities. 

We will be operating a one-way system where 

possible, within the building and continuing to 

operate staggered starts and finishes to the 

school day, as well as break and lunch times.   

Please can I highlight the change to the start 

time for students in Year 10; after half term 

they will be expected into school at 8.25am and 

not 8.45am.  We are also highly 

recommending that if your child 

gets school transport they also 

wear a face mask at all times. 

Please can I ask you to support us and our local 

residents by asking that, if your child comes into 
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school on school transport, or you drop them off 

for school, they come straight into the school 

grounds.  They should not be going back out into 

the local community, nor standing outside the 

school.  Unfortunately,  although they may not be 

doing anything, large groups can be intimidating 

and when they block the pavement, it is difficult 

for other people and young children to get by. 

Please can I ask again, that if you do 

drop off or pick up your child from 

school, you do not park on the road 

that the school is located on 

(Medusa Way).   Can I please ask that you ensure 

that no driveways are blocked or that you keep 

your engine running, but to please show 

consideration to our neighbours.  This is  

particularly essential at the moment, due to the  

massive development across the road from the 

school.  Medusa Way gets very congested and,  

with the school buses also having to get past, we 

are also concerned about the health and safety of 

our students walking down the road safely. 

I would like to thank all staff and parents/

guardians for their support with our virtual events 

of Open Day and Settling in Evenings this half 

term which have all been very different for us this 

year.  If you have not yet applied for a place in 

September 2021 for your child you must do so by 

the 31st October 2020.  Please also see our 

website, www.sandysecondaryschool.com, for 

lots of useful for information to help you make 

your decision.  We have included a guided tour as 

we cannot currently allow any visitors into school, 

unless it is really essential. 

Sixth Form Open Evening: please be aware we are 

holding a Sixth Form Open Evening on Thursday 

19th November, which will be partly virtual.  On the 

afternoon of Thursday 19th, we will be encouraging 

students in Year 11 to stay on after school to talk 

to subject leaders about the courses they may be 

interested in in the Sixth Form.  We will then be 

holding virtual meetings that evening for parents/

guardians and students to ask questions and watch 

a presentation from our Sixth Form team. 

I would like to say a huge thank you 

for your support with our recent 

Macmillian event, where we raised an 

astonishing £1400, completely smashing our £1000 

target.  Quite simply, thank you! 

Please note that, after half term, we will be 

selling poppies in support of the Royal 

British Legion, ensuring we remain in our 

created bubbles. 

You may be aware that I sent a letter out yesterday 

about the fact the staff at Sandy are appalled by 

the decision of Parliament, not to support a bill for 

free school meals to continue over the holidays, for 

children whose families are in financial crisis. No 

child in today's society should fear school holidays 

because they will go hungry.   

Staff, have, therefore, offered to give up their free 

duty meals and contribute financially to allow us 

to offer a free school meal service over October 

half term.  My thanks are extended to Mrs Beavor, 

who  is going to lead this, along with staff 

volunteers are going to support by giving up their 

holiday time.   
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have included some helpful tips later in this 

edition of Spotlight, to still ensure your child(ren) 

enjoy themselves. 

We are aware that some of our students reside 

with more than one parent/guardian, as a result of 

families separating.  If you have parental 

responsibility, and wish to receive information, 

such as letters and progress reports, regarding 

your child(ren), please email us, in confidence, 

using parentcontact@sandysecondary.com. 

Have a good half term and please stay safe.    

 Miss K Hayward 
Executive Principal 

Macmillan Cancer Support 

We are really pleased to inform 

you that, during our recent non-

uniform day in aid of Macmillan 

Cancer Support, we raised an 

INCREDIBLE £1400. 

This smashed our achievement target of £1000, 

and we are very grateful to all our parents/

guardians, students and staff, for their amazing, 

and continued, support.  This is even more 

remarkable in the current situation and we would 

like to thank you all for helping. 

Macmillan Cancer Support is a truly worthwhile 

charity, and we are very pleased, with your help, 

to support them.  

I have also had several emails from parents/

guardians, who also want to help.  We do not want 

to put any pressure on anyone, as we know that 

times are very uncertain at present, but given we 

know how wonderful this community is, and how 

much all of you want to help where you can, we 

have set up an option within ParentPay for those of 

you who would like to contribute to this project, if 

they feel able to.   

One of our Year 12 students is so enraged by this 

decision that she has taken action herself, by 

writing to her local MP to hopefully get this bill 

overturned.  We would also like to continue to 

support children who need this service during all 

the school holidays, as we know how difficult is can 

be.   

I do not want anybody under any unnecessary  

pressure, but I know there are lots of people in our 

community facing financial difficulty, and may not 

even know they may be entitled to 

any help.  Therefore, if you are 

having financial issues and you think 

you may be entitled to free school meals or need a 

food parcel to get by please email me using 

executiveprincipal@sandysecondaryschool.com, 

in strictest confidence, and I will help as much as I 

can.  Please be assured that this will be totally 

confidential, as we can refer you to organisations 

that will be willing to help where they can. 

We have been advised by Central 

Bedfordshire Council that trick or 

treating should be avoided this year, and 
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As some of you are already aware, we have a 

student with a severe nut allergy and they may 

not be the only student in the future who has this 

condition. 

A nut allergy is a major issue, as it can create all 

kinds of serious side effects for the young person 

if eaten or touched, such as itchiness, urticaria, 

swelling, eczema, sneezing, asthmas, abdominal 

pain, drop in blood pressure, diarrhoea, cardiac 

arrest and Anaphylaxis may occur.   

Our school staff have been trained and the 

appropriate medication is kept in school.  

However, to avoid any such incident occurring 

with nut allergies and the affects they can have 

within seconds, we are no longer allowing 

nuts of any kinds, or nut related 

products, into school.  This also includes 

food cooked in nut oil and such things as 

Nutella, Reese’s products, peanut butter, 

peanut puffs, etc.  Please note that many 

cereal bars also contain nuts, so these would 

not be allowed in school.  We would ask that  

also be aware that wrappers from nut products 

should not be brought into school. 

We would be extremely grateful for your support 

on this matter. 

Miss K Hayward 

SEVERE NUT ALLERGY 
Aerosols 

Could we please ask you, as parents/

guardians, to remind your son/

daughter that aerosols are a banned 

item and should not be brought into 

school, for any reason. 

We have several members of our school community 

who can be severely affected when aerosols are 

sprayed and we ask for your support in ensuring 

that they are not in your son/daughter’s possession 

whilst in school. 
Mr Preston 

Please ensure that your son/daughter is fully 
equipped with their Fantastic 15 every day.   

A brief reminder of what this consists of is below: 

 Plain black school bag—large enough to hold 
A4 folders  

 Reading book 

 Pencil case    

 Black and purple pens 

 Set of colouring pencils  

 Pair of compasses 

 HB Pencils       

 Pencil sharpener 

 Rubber       

 Glue stick 

 Highlighters      

 15cm ruler 

 Protractor       

 Scientific calculator 

 School planner (supplied by school) 

Fantastic 15 Stationery 
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Hair, Piercings and Nail Extensions 

A reminder that no extremes of hair 

style or colour are allowed in School; piercings of 

any kind, including facial or nose piercings, are 

not permitted.    

Please also note that nail extensions, or nail 

polish must not be worn in school, and we would 

ask for your support in ensuring these are 

removed ready for our return in September. 

Thank you for your support. 

Mr Rutter 
Vice Princpal 

Mobile Phones and Electronic Devices 

Can we remind you that the use of 

mobile phones and other mobile 

electronic devices is not permitted 

within school and we will not accept 

any responsibility for the loss/theft of 

these. In the event that mobile devices 

are used, they will be confiscated and will need to 

be collected by a parent/guardian.  

If your child has a genuine emergency, they 

should report to their House office, or Student 

Reception, and arrangements will be made for 

them to use the school phone. 

Mr Rutter 
Vice Principal 

Lost Items / Student Reception 

Please could we ask that any items your child 
brings into school, is clearly named.  This 
includes all uniform, PE kit, bags, and every item 
of their Fantastic 15. 

We already have an amount of lost property 
that is un-named, including  a pencil case, 
complete  with two scientific calculators.  We 
know these items are expensive to buy, and we 
want to avoid you, as parents/guardians, having 
to re-purchase items, simply because they are 
not named. 

If your child wishes to purchase any stationery 
at Student Reception, please note that this can 
only be done using cash.  These items are not 
available through our ParentPay system. 

Thank you for your support. 

Mrs Cox and Mrs Darnell 

Parent/Guardian Focus 

School and Public Transport 

Could we please remind students that 
face coverings should be used on school 
and public transport. 

As a school, we are not responsible for 
monitoring and enforcing this, but it is 
strongly encouraged in line with guidance 
from Central Bedfordshire Council 
transport. 

Thank you. 

Mr A Rutter 
Vice Principal 
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Duke of Edinburgh Practice Expedition 

It's been a little while since the expedition finished and I've had time to rest, but I did find it really good! 

During the first 2-3 days we learnt more about the theory, like map-reading and how to pack our rucksack 

and we went on a walk around the hills. There are so many hills and sometimes it was exhausting/painful, 

everyone found uphill easier than downhill, however, I found that I was the exact opposite.  Uphill was 

soo exhausting to me but downhill was fine.   

During the expedition we walked about 17 to 18 km a day, through extreme rain that soaked through my 

waterproofs, to extreme heat from which a member of the other team got heatstroke so they had to 

change their path.  We learnt how to use a compass although Nathan was so good at navigating, even the 

other team started following us!  Luckily, none of our team got heatstroke and we managed to climb 

300m up a hill, despite the sun. We all dipped into the cool streams too, which was so nice and passed 

something called the Valley of Desolation, which sounded scary but wasn't actually too bad, since after 

the incline it stretched out over a large area.  

I took a lot of pictures and a selection are included on both this and the next page.  I definitely need to 

work on my uphill walking and stamina so I'm going to try practise hiking more.  Recently, I went on a 

walk to the Danish camp, carrying my rucksack and will try to do more walking before October because I 

definitely struggled during this practise. 

Dennis Chin 
Year 13 
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Duke of Edinburgh (continued) 
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Wearing Uniform Correctly 

We strive for excellence in all that we do, and all 

students are expected to dress to a very high 

standard at all times. 

 Top shirt buttons must be done up at all times. 

 Ties are compulsory for all students. 

 Shirts are to be completely tucked in. 

 Blazers must be worn at all times. Students 

may remove them in class IF the class teacher 

gives them permission to do so. 

 Students may wear either trousers or a skirt.  

Skirts must be knee length and no shorter than 

21”. 

 All students must wear black socks, or black/

nude tights. 

 All students are required to wear sensible, 

black school shoes which have no resemblance 

to trainers.  Black shoe laces only. 

 All jackets, coats and bags must be plain black 

with no logos or designs. 

 Belts must be plain black. 

 Scarves, hats and gloves are to be plain black 

and not worn indoors. 

 No jewellery is permitted, apart from a watch. 

 Natural make-up only. 

 No nail polish. 

 No extremes of hair colour or style. 

Any items of clothing which does not adhere to 

the above guidelines will be confiscated and will 

need to be collected by a parent/guardian. 

Uniform and Uniform Supplies 

Our students are proud to wear their uniform, and 

all the items below can only to be purchased from 

our suppliers, Prestige Design & Workwear Ltd.  

This consists of: 

Basic Items 

• Blazer 

• Trousers with school logo 

• Black knee length skirt with school logo (no 

shorter than 21”) 

• House Tie 

• Jumper (optional) 

PE Kit 

• Girls PE Top 

• Unisex sports polo shirt 

• Unisex panel PE shorts 

• Boys reversible rugby shirt 

• Unisex black sports socks 

• Unisex sports fleece jacket (optional) 

• Unisex sports trouser (optional) 

 

Our uniform suppliers are based in Barton le Clay 

and can be contacted on 01582 883222, or 

www.prestigedesignww.co.uk.   Examples are 

shown on the next page. 

Uniform 
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STUDENT ATTENDANCE 

Further to our recent communication in regard to attendance, we are pleased to announce that we are 

now able to use the original attendance voicemail.  We have also been made aware that some parents/

guardians have been charged to use the text facility on PS Connect.  Please, therefore, refer to the 

information below when reporting your child’s absence from school: 

 

 Ring:   01767 680598 extension 243 and leave a voicemail message 

 Email:   attendance@sandysecondaryschool.com 

   (Please DO NOT use parentcontact to report your child absent from school). 

 Email:   Respond to ANY of the emails sent from Sandy Secondary School (containing letters,  

   newsletters, information, etc). 

App:  MyEd.  The MyED app is available for both Apple iOS and Android devices and can 

befound using the links below. Unfortunately, it is not currently available for Windows 

devices. To download: go to your App Store, Search for MyEd, download the Free app. 

Messages sent by parents/guardians usingthe MyEd app are FREE. 

Text:  You can also text 07624 804702 but please be aware that there may a charge for this 

with some mobile providers.  You may, therefore, prefer to use one of the above 

options. 

In order to safeguard all students, we do ask that parents/guardians contact us every single day a child 

is absent from school. 

Thank you for your support in helping us to ensure all students arrive safely at school every morning, 

when expected. 

As we are unable to offer medical advice, please below a link to the guidance, regarding 

Covid-19 symptoms.  Information is also on the next page. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/
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Theatre Company Auditions 

Dear Students, Parents and Guardians 

I am excited to be supporting the school through their application to become a Stonewall Champion this 

academic year.  Stonewall are a charity who aim to challenge bullying and celebrate the lives and 

achievements of the LGBTQ+ community.  Alongside this, I will be putting together a working group of 

students and staff who are interested in equality and diversity and celebrating and raising awareness of a 

range of different groups including LGBTQ+, BAME and people with disabilities.  

Students, if you think this is something you may be interested in please come and speak to me or wait for 

more information to be passed onto you through Spotlight or your tutor next half term. 

Students in Years 9 and 10—please see below for information on Theatre Company Auditions! 

Mrs Quinn 
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Pumpkin Picture to Print and Display or Find 
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Halloween Advice 
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Friends of Sandy Secondary School (FOSSS) 
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Friends of Sandy Secondary School (FOSSS) 



Issue 2, 23rd October 2020 

01767 680598 
www.sandysecondaryschool.com 



Issue 2, 23rd October 2020 

01767 680598 
www.sandysecondaryschool.com 



Issue 2, 23rd October 2020 

01767 680598 
www.sandysecondaryschool.com 

Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 
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