Issue No 7, 20th December 2019

Message from our Executive Principal
This year, our Sixth Form students also enjoyed

Dear Parents, Guardians and Students
I cannot believe we are already at the end of the
autumn term—time goes by so quick at times. The
students have been brilliant and the Christmas Carol
Concert, held at St Swithuns Church last week, was
absolutely fantastic. The students were a real credit
to both themselves and the school.

The mix of

traditional Christmas carols, which got the whole

a Golden Day, which comprised of a trip to
Winter Wonderland in London.

They were

allowed to start their Christmas break early on
Tuesday 17th December, but many have chosen

to remain in school to revise or continue with
work. I am incredibly proud of their work ethic
and their commitment to their studies.

congregations standing up singing, and the drama

I would like to say a huge thank you from Preen

and musical numbers performed by our Junior Choir

and a big, big thank you from me, for your

and individuals and groups alike, were wonderful. I

generous

was, indeed, extremely proud.

chocolate and fizzy drinks

I would also like to congratulate all the students who
took part in our Golden Day on Wednesday 18th

December. The students who earned this reward
had the choice of staying in school to do activities or
going out on trips, such as ice skating or trampolining
with shopping, a pantomime, The London Dungeons
and Madam Tussauds. The behaviour from all the
students, regardless of what activity they were
doing, was impeccable and they were a real credit to

donations

of

biscuits,

sweets,

that you have given to us to
pass on to families with
children

who

fortunate.
overwhelmed

are

less

I

am

by

the

donations and it will mean a
lot to those families who can
now have a little luxury for Christmas, which
they could not have had without your kindness.

themselves. Many of the venues they visited also

We have two new staff joining us after

commented on how good they were.

Christmas,

I would like to thank all staff for the incredible

amount of hard work and support they have given
this term to each other and to the students,. They
really have gone above and beyond and I could not
be more proud of the team and all they do and
achieve, all down to their dedication and hard work.

and

would

like

to take this

opportunity of welcoming Miss V Baden to
English and Mr J Green in History.

From

January, we have also made some changes to
Year 11 timetables to help support them
through their examination period, by giving
them additional intervention in Maths and
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English, where needed. If your child has these
amendments, we notified parents/guardians by
email on Thursday this week.
Tuesday 17th December saw the launch of our Year
11 Top Achievers Programme, which is being

WE ARE A NUT FREE SCHOOL
As you may be aware from our previous
newsletters, we have a student with a severe nut
allergy and they may not be the only student in
the future who has this condition.

organised by Mrs Hinson, assisted by Mr Cuff
and Mr Waller. The group enjoyed an afternoon of
problem solving and critical thinking to help further
develop their higher order skills.

They will be

involved in further activities in the new year.
Please be aware that we have a number of parents’
evenings in the New Year, which are detailed on
the calendar on our website, www.sandyupper.net
(we are currently in the processing of updating our
website, so please bear with us while we do so).
We also plan to hold a Year 11 Revision Evening on
Thursday 23rd January, and we would encourage
all Year 11 students, parents/guardians to come.
I wish you all a restful Merry Christmas and a Happy

A nut allergy is a major issue, as it can create all
kinds of serious side effects for the young person
if eaten or touched, such as itchiness, urticaria,
swelling, eczema, sneezing, asthmas, abdominal
pain, drop in blood pressure, diarrhoea, cardiac
arrest and Anaphylaxis may occur.
Our school staff have been trained and the
appropriate medication is kept in school.
However, to avoid any such incident occurring
with nut allergies and the affects they can have

within seconds, we are no longer allowing

nuts of any kinds, or nut related products,
into school. This also includes food cooked
in nut oil and such things as Nutella, peanut
butter, some cereal and chocolate bars, etc.

New Year, and look forward to working with you
and your children further in 2020.
Please remember that all students, and staff, return
th

We would be extremely grateful for your support
on this matter.
Miss K Hayward

to school on Monday 6 January at 8.35am.
Miss K Hayward
Executive Principal
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Bicycle Safety

Social Media Awareness

Please could I kindly ask that if your child chooses to
I would like to ask that you, as parents/guardians, check

cycle to school, you remind them about the

with your child who are they talking to online and how

importance of locking these in the bike shed at the

they know them.

back of the school. They should not be left anywhere

Too often we are being told of students talking to people
online that they think are the same age as them, but
actually they may not be.
There are growing concerns that chat rooms are being
used for grooming for many different reasons from
sexual exploitation, criminal activity and terrorist
activities, to name just a few, along with bullying and
trolling.

else on the school site. While we cannot guarantee the
security of the bikes, they will certainly be more secure
locked at the back of school.
We make every effort to ensure that personal
belongings are safe and secure on the school site, but
we cannot be held responsible or liable for any loss or
damage caused. Thank you for your support with this
matter.
Mr Rutter
Vice Principal

It is as very important, in our roles as parents/guardians,
that we guide and support our children about correct
social media usage and the risks associated with it, if

Student Lanyards

used inappropriately. You may also want to consider not

We have noticed a lot

allowing your child to have their phone/tablet in their

lanyards to keep their house and locker keys safe.

of students wearing

rooms at night when they go to sleep, so they switch off

To support this, we have ordered

from this form of communication.

some

lanyards,

You may also want them to show you the areas they go

colours,

into and the conversations they have. Unfortunately, as

photograph,

much as social media can be a very useful tool, it can also
have many hidden dangers.

It is, therefore, very

important that we ask our children what they are doing,

as

in

shown
which

our

school

in

the

will

be

available to purchase for £2.50 via
ParentPay only.

who with and how do they really know these people are

Please note that students will no

real.

longer be permitted to wear other
Miss K Hayward
Executive Principal

coloured lanyards to school.
Mrs J Devereux
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Lost Property
There are several items of lost property in Student

Who to Contact, and How ...

Services.

In

Items include: trainers and football boots, several bags

parentcontact@sandysecondaryschool.com and your

containing kit, glasses, memory sticks, water bottles,

query will be directed to the appropriate person.

lunch boxes and keys to name a few items

We will normally be able to reply within 48 hours, but

Please ask you child to check with Student Services if

the majority of concerns are resolved the same day.

they have lost any items, as we would like to reunite

For student absence, you can call us on 01767 680598,

them with their owners.

extension 243 and leave a voicemail message, or use

Anything not collected by the end of January will be

attendance@sandysecondaryschool.com.

disposed of.

the

first

instance,

please

email

You can also ring us on 01767 680598, where our
Student Services

Pastoral Support Assistant will usually be your first
point of contact.

Empty Sweets Tubs, Biscuit Tins / Hand Wash
The DT Food department is welcoming any donations of
empty sweet tubs, biscuit or sweet tins, as they are very
useful for students to take home their DT Food
masterpieces.

If you have a SEND enquiry, please ask for Mrs L Cross,
while Mrs H Smith is on maternity leave.
You can also reply direct to any emails, or texts,
that are sent by us through our communications
company,

as

these

are

regularly

monitored

throughout the day.

Empty hand wash pump bottles would also be very
welcome. In an effort to reduce plastic usage/waste,

Ski Trip 2021

the Food room would like to use a pump bottle beside

We only have 10 places remaining on our annual
Ski Trip for 2021, which will take place from 6th 13th February 2021.

every sink for washing up liquid. Thank you.

If your child is interested in taking part, they can
pick up a form from reception.
Please note: closing date is Friday 24th January
2020.
Mrs J Partridge
DT Food
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Student Absence
In order to safeguard every student, we do ask that

Term Dates for 2019—2020

parents/guardians contact us every single day, before

10.00am, that your child is absent from school. This can
be done in a number of ways:

 Ring: 01767 680598, extension 243

�Text: 07624 804702

 Email:

Spring Term 2020
6 January—3rd April 2020
th

Half Term: 17th—21st February 2020
Summer Term 2020
21st April—17th July 2020

attendance@sandysecondaryschool.com

We do ask that no other email addresses are used to
report student absence.
Thank you for your support in helping us to ensure all

Half Term: 25th—29th May 2020
INSET DAYS
Monday 20th April 2020

students arrive safely at school every morning, when
expected.

Christmas Maths Puzzle

Answers, including working outs, to Mr Burnett, in the Maths department.
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Senior Citizens Christmas Party 2019
We were delighted to welcome a good many senior citizens from our local community, on Wednesday 11th
December, as they joined us for our annual Christmas Party. Our guests were entertained by our Sixth Form
students, in fancy dress, our Junior Choir and the ever popular, Bingo. We would like to extend our sincere thanks
to all the local businesses and companies who helped us make the afternoon such a success.
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Enrichment Activities, December 2019
We were delighted that so many children decided to take part in activities within school on Wednesday, as part of
our December Golden Day. Below is just a small selection of DT Food, Christmas Crafting, Art and Design
Technology creations that were made on the day. I would like to thank all students for their impeccable
behaviour, and all the staff who took part for all their support and hard work involved in organising such great,
and massively enjoyable, events.
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Stars in the Spotlight
Head Star
On 4th January, I will live stream the shaving of my head. This is the link for my just giving page:

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/maddison-bellamy
When my best friend was 11 her mother sadly passed away at age 43 from a brain tumour on 4 th
January 2014. The same year my younger brother won the fight with his brain tumour at age 6.
Despite our previous luck in May 2017 we lost my grandmother to ovarian cancer.
To thank them and enable St. John’s Hospice, Moggerhanger, to continue their amazing work, and for helping loved
ones in the last moments of their life, I will be shaving my head for charity. Please support me, if you can. Thank
you for your help.
Maddison Bellamy, Sixth Form student

Legal Eagle Stars
Upon invitation to the Sir Gavyn Arthur Family Mock Hearing Law
Competition held at the prestigious Bedford Family Court,
Bedford, Sandy Secondary School’s team of ‘Legal Eagles’ took
centre stage in all cases they represented, at the first attempt.
This was a brilliant achievement for a group of Year 12 (First Year A
Level/Level 3 Criminologists) who, up until entering the competition
had never read or applied their studies to ‘Criminal Law’.
Not only that, they were up against Year 13 highly experienced students from the independent schools of
Rushmore and Bedford Modern, plus state school Redbourne Upper Their standards in preparation, due diligence,
attention to detail and fluency in presenting all cases was exemplary and highly commended by notable senior
bench members, namely;


JP Ian Melville



His Honour Judge Perusko QC



Lay Judge Ian Hare and



Dr Wendi Momen JP and event organiser

Sandy Secondary School’s Sixth Form students competed in several rigorous rounds of representation against the
previously named stiff opposition and I’m delighted to announce that our team of Legal Eagles won everything they
were entered for! Congratulations to all who took, in particular - Defendants Advocacy Case Winners:

Lola Clementson

Jack Cooper

Hollie-Anne Scotchford

Jessica Woodward

JP Ian Melville made a point of commenting upon the positive attitude and enthusiasm shown by ALL our team
members and how well they spoke of our ‘new’ Level 3 A Level course in Criminology.
Mr P Waller
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Fantastic 15 Stationery
The Christmas holidays are an ideal time ensure
that all equipment items are replaced/replenished
so that your son/daughter starts the new term
with a fully equipped Fantastic 15.

Many of the items listed below make ideal
presents for Christmas stockings!


Plain black school bag—large enough to hold 
A4 folders


Pencil sharpener
Rubber



Reading book



Glue stick



Pencil case



Highlighters



Black and purple pens



15cm ruler



Set of colouring pencils



Protractor



Pair of compasses



Scientific calculator



HB Pencils



School planner (supplied by school)

Hair, Piercings and Nail Extensions

Mobile Phones and Electronic Devices

A reminder that no extremes of hair style or
colour are allowed in School; piercings of any
kind, including facial or nose piercings, are not
permitted. Please do not allow your child to
persuade you otherwise during the holidays!

Can we remind you that he use of mobile

Please also note that nail extensions, or nail
polish must not be worn in school, and we would
ask for your support in ensuring these are
removed ready for our return in January.
Thank you for your support.

phones and other mobile electronic devices
is not permitted within school and we will
not accept any responsibility for the loss/
theft of these. In the event that mobile devices are
used, they will be confiscated and will need to be
collected by a parent/guardian.
If your son/daughter has a genuine emergency, they
should report to their House office, or Student
Services, and arrangements will be made for them to
use the school phone.

Mr Rutter
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Parent/Guardian Focus
Uniform

Wearing Uniform Correctly

It is essential that all students wear the correct uniform

We strive for excellence in all that we do, and all
students are expected to dress to a very high
standard at all times.

at all times. Please make time during half term next
week to ensure that your son/daughter has the right
uniform. Compulsory items are:



Top shirt buttons must be done up at all times.



Ties are compulsory for all students.



White shirts are to be completely tucked in.



Blazers must be worn at all times. Students may
remove them in class IF the class teacher gives
them permission to do so.



Girls may wear either trousers or a skirt. Skirts
must be knee length, and no shorter than 20”.



Boys must wear black socks. Girls may wear
either black knee length socks or black tights.



Students are required to wear sensible, black
school shoes which have no resemblance to
trainers. Black shoe laces only.



All jackets, coats and bags must be plain black
with no logos or designs.



Scarves, hats and gloves are to be plain black and
no worn indoors.



Belts must be plain black.

ordered through our suppliers, Prestige Ltd, and can be



No jewellery is permitted, apart from a watch.

purchased



Natural make-up, no nail polish.



No extremes of hair colour or style.

 School blazer
 School tie
 Black trousers or skirt (knee-length and no shorter

than 20”)
 White shirt—long or short sleeve. Must button at

the neck and be long enough to tuck in
 Black shoes
 PE polo shirt
 PE shorts
 PE Rugby shirt (boys only)

A school jumper can also be worn, but is not
compulsory. For PE, students are allowed to wear plain
black jogging bottoms (no leggings and no logos), but
these are not compulsory. The blazer is, compulsory,
however, and students must ensure these are worn at
all times, including to and from school.
All uniform (excluding shirts and shoes) must only be
online

using

their

website,

www.prestigedesignww.co.uk, by visiting their shop
in Barton-le-Clay, or ringing them on 01582 883222.
Students failing to comply with the school uniform
policy may be asked to go home and change or an

Any items of clothing which does not adhere to the
above guidelines will be confiscated and will need to
be collected by a parent/guardian.

additional sanction taken.
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Clubs and Activities
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Clubs and Activities
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Years 10 and 11 After School Intervention Timetable
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