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Dear Parents, Guardians and Students 

It seems impossible that we could nearly be at the end of 

February and next week is half term - it feels like 

September was just last week, not 5 months ago.  The 

weather, however, would tell me differently and we need 

to brace ourselves for another potential storm – Storm 

Dennis over the weekend. 

I am really pleased and proud to tell you that Sandy 

Secondary School is the second best secondary school in 

Central Bedfordshire and an article further in this edition 

explains how this judgement is made given the 

evidence.  Although we feel very honoured by this 

position, this is not why we do what we do.  It is the 

desire to help and support our young people fulfil their 

dreams and become successful and valuable members of 

the local and national community. I would like to say a 

huge thank you to all students and staff for all their hard 

work in achieving this title, but also you as parents/

guardians for your support. 

This brings me to asking for your continued support— we 

do have very high very expectations of everyone in the 

school, both academically and socially, and we also have 

very high expectations of the way our students conduct 

themselves and the way they wear their uniform.   We do 

not allow jewellery or piercings of any kind and this is 

clearly stated in our policy for students in Years 7 to 11.   

I know that, when they want something, young people 

can be very draining by constantly asking, in the hope that  

they get what they want.  However, you need to know 

that we will not allow a piercing to remain in, even if they 

have just been done, nor will we allow plasters covering 

them.  Therefore, if your son or daughter wants a 

piercing, this will need to be done at the beginning of the 

summer holidays, to have the 5 to 6 weeks needed to 

heal, allowing them to be taken out when they return to  

school.   

We have had, on a number of occasions this week, 

this exact issue and the 3 to 4 students across the 

school who were wearing earrings, have been asked 

to remove them, which they have done.  Our rules 

are very clear and we stipulate this on entry to the 

school.  We will not change this rule for many 

reasons, including health and safety and on the 

grounds of equality.  Our uniform and the way our 

students look is always commented on by our 

visitors and the local community.  We very much 

believe if you dress smart, you think smart and are 

ready to learn. 

I am sure by now you are aware that there is a lot of 

concern about the spread of viruses, especially the 

Coronavirus.  We would also like to limit the 

opportunity for viruses to be passed on and ask that 

you talk to your child about the need to wash their 

hands, with soap, regularly and to follow the NHS 

guidance on Catch it, Bin it, Kill it, which I have 

included again further in this issue.  We will also be 

encouraging all students and staff to use 

antibacterial hand wash. 

We have been very fortunate this week to have had 

CAMHs visit students in Years 10 to 13 and give 

presentations on positive mental health and 

methods to help reduce anxiety.  We are really keen 

to support the national mental health programme of 

getting more and more people talking openly about 

how they feel and any concerns they have, so they 

can gain support and know they always have 

someone to talk to.   

It is not often that I quote events in the press 

regarding celebrities, but I do feel that we can all 

learn a lot from how open and honest Philip Scofield 

was last week and how it has really effected his 

mental health.   

Message from our Executive Principal 
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Further in this edition, I have included details of 

organisations outside school who also can help, some 

of whom are available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  

There will always be someone who can help and it is 

not anything to be  ashamed of, to say you need help 

and support.  

30 of our Year 10 students spent Thursday with the 

Royal Navy, being put through their paces, to 

experience what it might be like in the Navy, with 

some of the physical and mental demands.  I would 

like to thank Mrs Anderson for organising this, along 

with the PE department, all of whom were brilliant 

hosts. 

Our Year 11 students got their second set of mock 

examination results today.  Some show an 

improvement, but some still need to realise that time 

is not on their side, as the external examinations are 

fast approaching.  We also discussed with them our 

expectations over the coming weeks, in order to be 

invited to the Year 11 Prom and end of year 

Celebration Assembly, as this is not an automatic right 

just because you are in Year 11.  Please see the letter 

sent to all Year 11 parents/guardians today, outlining 

these expectations, as from Monday 24th February (a 

copy of which is also included in this issue). 

Please be aware that after half term we will start a  

new procedure with our Sixth Form students, where 

they will only need to come in for their timetabled 

lessons.  They will, if they choose, be able to have their 

private study periods off site.  Students can, however, 

still access the common room and the Sixth Form study 

room during this time, and the pastoral team who 

supports our Sixth Form will also be available 

throughout the day.  Mrs Hinson, one of our Assistant 

Principals, will also be supporting the Sixth Form, as 

Senior Link, alongside Mr Levesley, Head of Sixth Form 

and Mr Preston, Head of School.  We hope that, by 

allowing greater freedom, our older students will 

become more independent and be able to adapt easier 

to working life or university. 

Please can I ask, again, that you discuss with your child 

the need to be aware of their environment, especially 

when crossing, or using the road.  Too frequently 

young people fail to see the dangers and end up hurt 

or seriously injured.  This can be because they don’t 

take appropriate notice of the road and traffic, if they 

are distracted by conversations, talking on the phone 

or listening to their music, or if they are simply in a 

rush and forget to look both ways.   

I am also concerned about the number of cyclists we 

have in school who don’t wear safety helmets. I, 

personally, believe that this should be a compulsory 

piece of equipment for everyone when riding their 

bikes, as if they are knocked off, head injuries can be 

fatal or life changing, and this is something that we all 

want to avoid.   It is, therefore, essential we talk about 

the risks and try to reduce these by keeping safe and 

following the Highway Code. 

I would like to thank Mrs Partridge, Mr Fuller and Mr 

Catherall for taking the students on the ski trip this 

week.  I have been regularly updated with their 

activities and it sounds like they have had a fantastic 

time.  I wish them a safe journey home tonight. 

I can’t tell you have very proud I was to watch a 

brilliant and sensitive production last night by our Year 

12 and 13 Drama students to raise money for BDCPS 

(Bedford and District Cerebral Palsy Society) who do 

an amazing job to support families and children with 

complex disabilities, many of which are life limiting.  

The performance was excellent and I know they all 

spent a great deal of time rehearsing, as they were 

very moved and also very much appreciated the time 

they have spent with BDCPS to make this production 

possible. 
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The school will be open for intervention for students in  

Years 10 and 11 from Monday to Wednesday next 

week.   

We ask that if your child has been invited to any of 

these sessions, you strongly encourage them to take 

part.  They do not have to attend the additional 

sessions in school uniform but they do need to come 

ready to work and the school rules regarding mobile 

phones not being on display, are still enforced.   

Students who have sat examinations already and were 

reluctant attenders at previous intervention sessions, 

have readily admitted that these additional sessions 

are of great benefit, and really do make a difference.  

I hope you a have a good half term 

Miss K Hayward 
Executive Principal 

Uniform 

At Sandy Secondary School we pride ourselves in our 

uniform and how well it is worn by our students.  As 

we have had a few queries in regard to uniform 

expectations, specifically jewellery, I thought it was 

worth highlighting the Uniform Guidelines which are 

available on our website. 

 

Uniform Guidelines 

We strive for excellence in all that we do, and all 
students are expected to dress to a very high standard 
at all times including the journey to and from school. 

 Top shirt buttons must be done up at all times. 

 Ties are compulsory for boys and girls. 

Focus on Uniform 

 White shirts are to be completely tucked in. 

 Blazers must be worn at all times while sweaters 
are optional. Students may remove blazers in class 
IF the class teacher gives them permission to do so. 

 Girls may wear either trousers or a skirt. Skirts 
must be knee length. Both skirts and trousers must 
be those supplied by Prestige. 

 Boys must wear black socks. Girls may wear either 
black knee length socks, black or flesh coloured 
tights. 

 Students are required to wear sensible black school 
shoes which have no resemblance to trainers. 
Black shoe laces only. 

 All jackets, coats and bags must be plain black with 
no logos or designs. Bags must be able to 
accommodate A4 folders. 

 Scarves, hats and gloves are to be plain black and 
not worn indoors. 

 Belts must be plain black. 

 No jewellery is permitted apart from a watch.   
Piercings may not be covered with a plaster or 
clear retainer. 

 Natural make-up, no nail polish 

 No extremes of hair colour or style 

Any item of clothing which does not adhere to the 

above guidelines will be confiscated and will need to 

be collected by a parent/guardian. 

How to Order Uniform: 

Prestige Design & Workwear:  

Telephone: 01582 883222 

Website: prestigedesignww.co.uk 

Mrs J Devereux 
Behaviour & Attendance Manager 
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Sandy Secondary School are pleased to announce that following the publication of the School 

League Tables for the summer 2019 examination results, we are the second highest 

performing secondary school in Central Bedfordshire for the key measure Progress 8.  For 

us, this is the key measure because every student in the year group is counted equally and it 

is about how much progress each student makes from Key Stage 2 to Key Stage 4 (End of Year 6 to End of Year 11).   

Each student is assigned a points score, based on their achievements at Key Stage 2 and for each of these points 

they are compared only with the students who had exactly the same points score.  If students are achieving above 

the national average, they are said to be making positive progress, and if achieving less, negative progress. 

At Sandy Secondary School our Progress 8 score is +0.15, this is compared to a national figure of -0.03 and a 

Central Bedfordshire figure of -0.14. This represents how well the students are doing in comparison to both 

national and local average performance. The Progress 8 score is based on three key components: 

English and Maths:  the students’ best result for English (Language or Literature) and Mathematics are key results 

and each count as twice as many points as any other subject. This places English and Maths at the center of the 

measure. 

Three subjects from the English Baccalaureate (Ebacc) are then included, these subjects are: Humanities 

(Geography or History), Modern Foreign Languages (French or Spanish) and Science (Combined Science, Biology, 

Chemistry, Physics or Computer Science). This places additional emphasis on the Ebacc curriculum which the 

government has set a target of 75% of students to study.  At Sandy,this is consistently above 80% of students taking 

the full Ebacc curriculum. 

Three further subjects are then included, this can be any other approved GCSE, Vocational qualification, English 

Language of Literature (Whichever is not used as the best English grade) and any Ebacc subject not already used.  

This creates a block of 8 subjects that form the points score used for Progress 8.  In real terms a Progress 8 score of 

+0.15 indicates that in these subjects in each subject approximately 1 in 6 students are achieving a grade above the 

national average with the other students being in line with national average.  

Alongside this key measure, we are pleased to announce that in the other key measures of Attainment 8, English & 

Maths 4+, Ebacc6 and Ebacc Entry are all above both national and local averages. 

Attainment 8 is the points score used to generate Progress 8, it is the total points for the subjects as listed above. 

For Sandy Secondary School this is 47.0, which indicates that the average performance of students is a high grade 4 

pushing towards a grade 5. T he national figure if 46.7 and for Central Beds 44.8. 

English and Maths 4+ is the percentage of students achieving at least a grade 4 in both English and Maths (this 

replaces the previous measure of how many students achieved a C+ in both). For Sandy this is 67% with a national 

and Central Beds figure of 64%. 

School League Table Information 
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Mindfulness Colouring Club 

Mental health and wellbeing of our whole school 

community is always high on our agenda and we are 

very conscious of the need to support our students in 

the run up to examinations.   

The benefits of relaxation and mindful activity has 

been well documented and so we are offering a 

Mindfulness Colouring Club to support students who 

are suffering with anxiety and exam stress.   

Every Monday and Wednesday lunchtime we will be in 

S10 for tea, coffee, chocolate, some colouring and a 

chat.  Please come along, all welcome! 

Mrs Hinson 

Plea for Wheelchair 

We are in need of a wheelchair to transport 

students following injury or illness down to our 

sick bay area. 

If you have one that is no longer used, or needed 

and are able to donate, we would be very grateful 

to give it a new home.   

Thank you, in advance. 

Ebacc6 is a measure of how well students achieve across all the Ebacc subjects. The six subjects included are 

English, Maths, 2 Science (either combined Science or 2 of Biology, Chemistry and Physics), Geography or History 

and French or Spanish.  For Sandy Secondary School this is 4.23 compared to a national figure of 4.07 and a Central 

Bedfordshire figure of 3.79. On average students are achieving ½ a grade more than other schools in Central 

Bedfordshire in these key subjects. 

Ebacc Entry is the percentage of students that are entered for the full Ebacc curriculum and complete the courses. 

Here at Sandy, this is 83%, with a national figure of 40% and a Central Bedfordshire figure of 31%.  As a 

school, we strongly believe that for the vast majority of students the full Ebacc curriculum is a key to both future 

success and broadening the experiences and knowledge of the students.  

These successes represent the continued hard work of all of those involved in the education of the students at 

Sandy Secondary School and the continued commitment of the students to their studies. 

The school’s data is available on the school’s comparison website: www.compare-school-

performance.service.gov.uk. 

Mr G Preston 
Head of School 

Parent/Guardian Focus  
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Parent/Guardian Focus  

Mental Health Support Information 

www.kooth.com 

www.mind.org.uk, or 01234 880340 

ChildLine 0800 1111 

Samaritan: 116 123 

Plea for Pothole Repairs 

Our school car park has several large, deep potholes and 

is in need of repair. 

If you, or someone you know, is able to help with filling 

these in, we really would appreciate it.  Please contact 

the school office on 01767 680598, or use 

office@sandysecondaryschool.com. 

Thank you for your support. 

Term Dates for 2019—2020 
 

Spring Term 2020 
6th January—3rd April 2020 

 
Half Term: 17th—21st February 2020 

 
Summer Term 2020 

21st April—17th July 2020 
 

Half Term: 25th—29th May 2020 
 

INSET DAYS 
Monday 20th April 2020 

UK Maths Challenge 

Last week saw a record number of entries for this year’s 

UK Intermediate Maths Challenge. Over 100 of the Year 

9 and 10 mathematicians took part in a national, one-

hour examination which tested their puzzle solving skills.  

 

Look out for results will in a few weeks. 

Mr Burnett 

Sixth Form Information 

 

Monday 24th February, 8.45am—Theatre Hall 

ALL students in Year 12 are expected to attend a 

talk by a researcher from the EU on the 

international nature of future careers. 

 

Sixth Form attendance regulations have changed 

and students now only need to attend timetabled 

sessions (lessons, interventions, reading programs 

etc…) but can leave the site if they have free 

periods.   

Students must ensure that they sign in and out at 

main reception. 

Mr Levesley 

Head of Sixth Form 
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Young Central Bedfordshire 

Central Bedfordshire Council have now launched 

Young Central Bedfordshire, a new online resource for 

young people, aged 11-18, and their families to find 

trusted information and advice on relationships, sex, 

emotional health, wellbeing, drugs, alcohol, keeping 

safe and more.  

With the huge amount of information online on every 

conceivable subject, Young Central Bedfordshire 

contains trusted and reliable advice, support and 

guidance, all in one place. 

Created with the input of young people, the online 

resource also provides a route to other additional 

services and information, such events and activities 

happening in Central Bedfordshire and education, 

training and employment, with links to the Council’s 

Find Your Future website, Youth Support Service and 

other organisations. 

For more information, please follow the link below to 

the website (www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/youth-

services). 

Parent/Guardian Focus  

Prom Fashion Show 

As the GCSE examinations loom ever closer, many of 

our students console themselves with the thoughts of 

life beyond work, revision and exams.   One of the first 

big celebrations to mark the end of GCSEs is the Year 

11 Prom, which will be held at Shuttleworth in 

July.  There will be more information about tickets, etc,  

in the coming weeks. 

Wednesday 11th March at 6.00pm, In preparation for 

our Prom, on  we will be holding our 2020 Prom 

Fashion Show where students will be able to see and 

try on gowns from Tracey-Jane’s of Biggleswade.   

There will also be a number of local businesses offering 

accessories, advice and early booking for hair, nails, 

and spray tan appointments, as well as cars and 

limousines.  If you have, or know of, a business who 

would be interested in attending our Prom Fashion 

Show, or  in purchasing an advert in our Prom 

Brochure, please contact Mrs Hinson, using 

office@sandysecondaryschool.com. 

As a school, we want to ensure that all of our students 

are able to attend their Prom and celebrate the end of 

school together.  We are, therefore, collecting pre-

loved dresses, suits and shirts which we can pass on to 

our students at much lower prices than in the 

shops.  The money raised will be used to ensure that 

the Prom is extra special and to reduce the ticket 

prices. 

Students who do not wish to or are unable to buy a 

new, or shop-bought outfit for the Prom will be able to 

view and try on these dresses and accessories.   We 

will ask for a small donation if they wish to purchase or 

hire a preloved dress.   Please do contact us for further 

information. 

A big Thank you to everyone who has donated so far; if 

anyone has any dresses, suits, shirts, or accessories 

that they would be willing to donate, then please let us 

know. 

Mrs Hinson 

http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/youth-services
http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/youth-services
https://www.findyourfuture.org.uk/
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/113/youth_services/631/youtube_videos_and_links/5
http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/youth-services
http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/youth-services
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Focus on Attendance 

Sandy Secondary School is committed to achieving the best possible outcomes for our students, but this is only 
achievable if student attendance is good.  Our school attendance target is 98%. It is widely documented that 
students who attend school regularly learn more, and are therefore more successful in school than students who 
do not. Parents/guardians who make regular school attendance a priority are also helping their children learn to 
accept responsibility and take their education seriously.  We believe that this is also an important lesson for life. 
Attendance patterns are formed early in life and children who develop good attendance habits at school are more 
likely to continue them throughout their school career, as well as into adulthood and their chosen profession. 

Regular attendance is critically important for a variety of reasons.  Students who are absent from school, miss out 
on carefully planned sequences of instruction.  Much of what is taught in class requires students to build upon and 
extend their prior learning. If they miss time in school they therefore miss the all-important links that tie the 
learning process together.  They also miss active learning experiences and the opportunities for class participation. 
As a result of this, they are more likely to fall behind, and they are more likely to drop out.  

For all students, attendance is important…  
 Absenteeism hurts the student. Students who are frequently absent fall behind in their studies and miss out 

on critical information required for their academic success. 

 Absenteeism hurts other students. Students who are frequently absent require more individual attention 
from the teacher. Students who are absent may also result in difficulties for group-based learning, 
particularly when the contributions of individual students is needed for a group-based project.  

Things you can do to help…  
 If your child does miss school, please email attendance@sandysecondaryschool.com text us on 07624 

804702, or contact our absence line on 01767 680598, extension 243, prior to 9.00am, every single day of 
absence to notify the reason. 

 Schedule doctor and dental appointments outside of school time whenever possible. If this is not feasible, we 
would ask that you try and arrange appointments so that your child can attend for at least part of each 
school day.  This will allow your child to check with the teacher(s) what work they have missed and what 
needs to be caught up with.   

 Communicate the importance of regular school attendance to your child so that they are hearing the same 
message that we are communicating within school.  

 Provide a quiet place for your child to do homework and check in on them to see if you can help in any 
way.  Some students that struggle to complete homework on time may say they are ill so as to avoid school.  

 Make sure students are regularly eating nutritious meals and drinking plenty of fluids.  

Lastly, please let us know if there is anything that may be causing your child to worry about attending school so 

that we are able to help. It is out firm belief that when we all work together, we can support and help each other to 

ensure all children enjoy and achieve at school.  

Mr Rutter 
Vice Principal: Behaviour and Attendance 
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Parent/Guardian  Focus 

WE ARE A NUT FREE SCHOOL 

As you may be aware from our previous 

newsletters, we have a student with a severe nut 

allergy and they may not be the only student in 

the future who has this condition. 

A nut allergy is a major issue, as it can create all 

kinds of serious side effects for the young person 

if eaten or touched, such as itchiness, urticaria, 

swelling, eczema, sneezing, asthmas, abdominal 

pain, drop in blood pressure, diarrhoea, cardiac 

arrest and Anaphylaxis may occur.   

Our school staff have been trained and the 

appropriate medication is kept in school.  

However, to avoid any such incident occurring 

with nut allergies and the affects they can have 

within seconds, we are no longer allowing 

nuts of any kinds, or nut related products, 

into school.  This also includes food cooked 

in nut oil and such things as Nutella, peanut 

butter, some cereal and chocolate bars, etc.  

We would be extremely grateful for your support 

on this matter. 

Miss K Hayward 

Student Absence 

In order to safeguard every student, we do ask that 

parents/guardians contact us, before 9.00am every 

single day that your child is absent from school.  This 

can be done in a number of ways: 

 � Text: 07624 804702 

 Email:  attendance@sandysecondaryschool.com  

 Ring: 01767 680598, extension 243  

Thank you for your support in helping us to ensure all 

students arrive safely at school every morning, when 

expected. 

If you do have any queries, please contact us. 

Bicycle Safety / Road Awareness 

Bicycles are considered vehicles under British law and it 

is illegal to ride a bike on a pavement which has not 

been designated as a cycle way.  

The maximum penalty is £500, but it is often dealt with 

by a £50 fixed penalty notice. However, the law is not 

always enforced by police. 

Could we please ask for your support in ensuring that 

your child is aware of bicycle safety, road awareness 

and the Highway Code, particularly with half term 

taking place next week. 

Thank you for your support. 

 

 

Mr Rutter 
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Work Experience Opportunity—MP 

Sandy Town Council have made us aware of an 

excellent work experience opportiunity with our 

local MP during the month of August this year.   

Richard Fuller MP will be offering a work 

experience programme based in Biggleswade, 

which is intended for young people who are 

interested to learn more about politics, 

democracy and the work of a candidate and MPs.  

Anybody interested can register their interest by 

sending an email with their name and address to 

richard.fuller.mp@parliament.uk. If this is 

something your child may be interested in then 

please get them to register their interest as soon 

as possible. 

Internship Opportunity—Maths/Physics 

This week we sent home letters about paid internship 

opportunities, based at Sandy Secondary School, for 

students interested in becoming Maths or Physics 

teachers.   

This is in Partnership with the Bedfordshire School 

Trust (BEST) Training School.  If you have not read this 

letter and this is something you, or someone you 

know, may be interested in, then please take the time 

to read the letter and complete the application form 

that was emailed at the same time. 

If you need further copies of the letter, or the 

application form, then please email us using 

parentcontact@sandysecondaryschool.com and 

we will send you another copy.  

NEW !!!    Careers Focus 

Opportunity with Volkswagen Group 

On the following page, we have included details of an 

exciting competition that the Volkswagen Group is 

running   

The competition aims to get undergraduate students 

thinking about a career in the automotive industry, 

with the opportunity to win a weeks’ worth of tailored 

work experience at their Milton Keynes Head Office in 

the summer of 2020. 

mailto:richard.fuller.mp@parliament.uk
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OPPORTUNITY TO WORK FOR VOLKSWAGEN GROUP UK 

I am writing to you with an exciting work experience opportunity from Volkswagen Group UK that I would love you 
to share with your students.  

I am Ffion Lucas, currently in my third year at Nottingham Trent University undergoing an industrial placement at 
Volkswagen Group UK Head Office in Milton Keynes.  We have an exciting competition running that aims to get 
undergraduate students thinking about a career in the automotive industry, with the opportunity to win a weeks’ 
worth of tailored work experience here at Head Office in the summer (2020).  

Our questions are as follows:  

 How will current trends in the automotive industry affect the future of retailing?  

 How should our 5 core brands adapt to not only stay competitive but to excel in their respective markets?  

We have a full brief to send if you are interested in this opportunity which gives much greater detail about this 
competition, including hints and tips on what to include, as well as background information about the company. 
We have created a broad question as we want to attract as much talent and be inclusive of many subject areas.   

Please feel free to contact me with any questions or if you would like a copy of the brief.  I look forward to hearing 
from you soon. 

Kind Regards 

Ffion Lucas  
People Development Executive 
Volkswagen Commercial Vehicles, Yeomans Drive, Milton Keynes, MK14 5AN 
Volkswagen Group United Kingdom Limited 

 Connect on LinkedIn  

Mobile: +44 (0) 7920700303 

Telephone:  +44 (0) 1908 548351 Ext: 8351 

 www.volkswagen-vans.co.uk 

 

 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/ffionlucas/
http://www.volkswagen-vans.co.uk/
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This week’s Puzzle: 

Answers (with workings out) to Mr Burnett. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last  Week’s Answer:  

Did you get it right? 

Maths Puzzle 
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Year 11 Expectations 
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Clubs and Activities 
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Clubs and Activities 



 16 

Issue No 9, 14th February 2020 

 

PE Extra Curricular and Intervention 
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FoSSS (Friends of Sandy Secondary School) 
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Mental Health and Wellbeing 
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