Issue No 2, 27th September 2019

A Message from our Executive Principal

WOW! I would like to thank all students, parents/
guardians and staff for their generosity regarding our
charity drive over the last week for Macmillan Cancer
Support. Our Macmillan Wall looks absolutely fantastic,

you park on Engayne Avenue, rather than Medusa
Way (the road right outside the school). Our school
buses are also having difficulties getting around the
cars ,when entering and leaving the site. Thank you.

please see pictures of it later in this edition (page 5). The

I am really pleased with the start of the new term

cakes and savouries that have sold across the school have

and how all students across the school are settling in

also been very yummy, allowing us to donate even further

and engaging in their learning. Our new outside café

to the very worthwhile charity. We have not counted all

is now open at the back of the school, at break and

of the donations yet, so I will let you know the grand total

lunch times, and there are many extra curricular

in the next issue, but thank you all, again.

activities on offer for all age groups. A copy of the PE

We held our annual Open Evening last night, which was
extremely well attended.

I would like to thank all the

extra curricular timetable is on page 7 of this
edition.

parents/guardians and potential students who attended,

Food Aid: I know it is a very difficult thing for many

but I must especially thank our current students and staff

people, to ask for help, but we have forged a link

for the incredible job they all did, by showcasing their

with a local food bank who will deliver meals to

subjects and talking about our school. I am extremely

families free of charge.

proud, and lucky, to have such a remarkable team to work

receiving benefits, but you may be struggling at

with, who really do go above and beyond.

times, and in need of help, and sometimes this is

I am sorry to ask, but I really do need your help. I know
that some parents/guardians bring their child(ren) to
school by car and park outside, or near to, the
school. This is causing a lot of frustration for the local
residents, as their drives are being blocked, or used to
turn around in, as well as having to put up with additional
noise from engines running continually.

You do not have to be

only for a short time. The service is totally discrete.
If you would like to apply for this assistance, then
please email me (address below), in confidence, with
your name, telephone number and address. I will
also need to know the number of adults and children
in the household, as well as the age of the
children. If you are also struggling financially to pay
for any trips or visits that you would like your child to

Therefore, if you do bring your child(ren) to school by car,

go on, then please also email me, as we may be able

please can I ask that you do not block, or turn around in,

to help in some way.

the local residents’ driveways and that you turn your

confidentially

engine off while you wait. If possible, could we ask that

executiveprincipal@sandysecondaryschool.com.

using

Again,
my

you can do this

email

address

of
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Please can I remind you your child must be in their tutor
room by 8.40am, and not just coming in through the
student entrance, or through the school gate. If they are
coming in by either of these methods at 8.40am, then
they are late and they will be issued with a 15 minute

Bicycle Safety / Road Awareness
Bicycles are considered vehicles under British law
and

it

is

illegal

to

ride

a

bike

on

a pavement which has not been designated as

detention on the same day, unless there are

a cycle way.

exceptional circumstances. The DfE see punctuality as

The maximum penalty is £500, but it is often

being just as important as attendance. Therefore, if a

dealt with by a £50 fixed penalty notice.

student is continually late more than 10 times, a Fixed

However, the law is not always enforced by

Penalty Fine can be issued and parents/guardians can be
requested to bring their child to school on time. We do

police.

not want to get to this stage and, therefore, ask for your

Could we please ask for your support in ensuring

help in getting your child into the good habit of being on

that your child is aware of bicycle safety and road

time, ready for the world of work in the future.

awareness.

Holidays in terms times: please can I remind you

Thank you for your support.

holidays in term times are not permitted, unless there
are exceptional circumstances.

Mr Rutter

Please see our

Attendance Policy (available on our website under
About/Admissions & Policies / Attendance Policy) or
available

on

request

from

office@sandysecondaryschool.com, or please see the
DfE legislation on Attendance, for further information.

“Intervention” Listings on MyEd App

If you are looking for a great evening out on Friday 11th

Following some parental enquiries, we would just

October, then please come along to the Friends of

like to clarify the meaning of “Intervention” when

Sandy Secondary School’s Quiz Evening, see the

listed under Behaviour on the MyEd app.

information flyer attached on page 9.

Please be assured that this does not carry any
Have a good weekend.

behaviour points—it is the way our system places
Miss K Hayward
Executive Principal

any interventions, such as provisions that we have
put in place for your child, or a record of meetings
or telephone conversations.
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Parent/Guardian Focus
WE ARE A NUT FREE SCHOOL
As you may be aware from our previous
newsletters, we have a student with a severe nut
allergy and they may not be the only student in
the future who has this condition.

Who to Contact, and How ...
In

the

first

instance,

please

email

parentcontact@sandysecondaryschool.com
and your query will be directed to the

appropriate person.
A nut allergy is a major issue, as it can create all
kinds of serious side effects for the young person
if eaten or touched, such as itchiness, urticaria,
swelling, eczema, sneezing, asthmas, abdominal
pain, drop in blood pressure, diarrhoea, cardiac
arrest and Anaphylaxis may occur.
Our school staff have been trained and the
appropriate medication is kept in school.
However, to avoid any such incident occurring
with nut allergies and the affects they can have

within seconds, we are no longer allowing

nuts of any kinds, or nut related products,
into school. This also includes food cooked
in nut oil and such things as Nutella, peanut
butter, some cereal and chocolate bars, etc.
We would be extremely grateful for your support
on this matter.
Miss K Hayward

We will normally be able to reply within 48 hours,
but the majority of concerns are resolved the
same day.
You can also ring us on 01767 680598, and our
Pastoral Support Assistant will be your first point
of contact.
If you have an SEND enquiry, please ask for Mrs H

Smith.
You can also reply direct to any emails, or

texts, that are sent by us through our
communications

company,

as

these

are

monitored daily.
Water Bottles
In order to try and reduce plastic wastage, could
we please remind all parents/guardians and
students that water bottles should be brought
into school every day. These can be re-filled at
break or lunch time, at the water cooler, which
are located near the student entrance.
Could we please ask that students do not bring
juice in their bottles, but water only? Thank you.
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Parent/Guardian Focus
Student Absence

Term Dates for 2019—2020

In order to safeguard every student, we do ask that
parents/guardians contact us every single day that your
son/daughter is absent from school. This can be done in

Half Term: 21st —25th October 2019

a number of ways:

 Ring: 01767 680598, extension 243

�



Autumn Term 2019
4 September—20th December 2019
th

Spring Term 2020
6th January—3rd April 2020

Text: 07624 804702
Email: attendance@sandysecondaryschool.com

Half Term: 17th—21st February 2020
Summer Term 2020
21st April—17th July 2020

Thank you for your support in helping us to ensure all
students arrive safely at school every morning, when
expected.

Half Term: 25th—29th May 2020

If you do have any queries, please contact me.
Mrs Carr

Aerosols
Could we please ask you, as

INSET DAYS
Monday 2 and Tuesday 3rd September 2019
Friday 29th November 2020
Monday 20th April 2020
nd

Dance Club

parents/guardians, to remind your

A reminder that Dance Club is held every
Monday, from 3.00pm—4.00pm for all
students, in all year groups, and we welcome
new members .

son/daughter that aerosols are a

banned item and should not be
brought into school, for any reason.

community who can be severely affected when

The Club is open to everyone and is for fun to
take part in, with possible opportunities to
perform in shows should students wish to.

aerosols are sprayed and we ask for your support in

Miss Mosedale

We

have

several

members

of

our

school

ensuring that they are not in your son/daughter’s
possession whilst in school.
Mr Preston
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Macmillan Cancer Support
Similar to our World War One commemorative wall, we are also going to create a
Macmillan Wall of Hope /Remembrance for those who have had to battle cancer
and either survived, or unfortunately lost the battle to the illness. For a donation
of £2.00, we will place a vinyl image of a cake/coffee mug (in the theme of the
annual coffee morning) onto our commemorative wall. We will also add the
name of an individual onto a roll of names, which will form part of our display.
This may be the name of the person making the donation, or it could be a loved
one that has been affected by cancer.
If you or your child wish to contribute towards the creation of Macmillan Wall of
Hope / Remembrance (pictured below), then please complete the reply slip that was on the original letter emailed to
parents/guardians and return with a contribution of £2.00 and the name of the person you wish us to include on
the roll of names, to Student Services.
Throughout the week, the school has joined together, in various fundraising activities, including a non-uniform day
today, 27th September, in support of this very worthwhile charity. Our Sixth Form
students also held a pre-coffee morning cake sale at last night’s Open Evening and raised
the fantastic amount of nearly £100, in just one evening. Thank you to all who took part
and supported.
Huge congratulations must go to Year 7 student, Chloe Davis (pictured below), who raised
£100 for Macmillan Cancer Support, from her very own bake sale. Well done, Chloe!
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Annual Justice Service, St Paul’s Church
Sandy Secondary School was delighted to attend the annual Justice Service at St Paul’s Church in Bedford
on Sunday 22nd September.
The school was invited to attend by the High Sheriff of Bedfordshire, who is keen to revive the custom of
schools and their pupils being invited to attend the Justice Service. Emma Brown, Kerry Radley and
Hannah Cox attended alongside Mr Rutter for this prestigious event.
The Christian Service, which celebrates the work of the county’s judiciary and magistrates, is one of the
most historic and visually dramatic events in Bedfordshire’s ceremonial calendar. The children witnessed
the Lord Lieutenant of Bedfordshire, Judges, Magistrates, Mayors, Lead Councillors, Chief Constable of
Bedfordshire Police, Chief Fire Officer and Chaplains process in their robes and traditional regalia, heard
the music and fanfares, and joined in the celebration. The afternoon was a fantastic success and was very
much enjoyed by us all.
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PE Extra-Curricular and Intervention Timetable

Issue No 2, 27th September 2019

Issue No 2, 27th September 2019

Issue No 2, 27th September 2019

Issue No 2, 27th September 2019

Issue No 2, 27th September 2019

Issue No 2, 27th September 2019

Issue No 2, 27th September 2019

Issue No 2, 27th September 2019

Academic Calendar 2019—2020
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