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Dear Parents, Guardians and Students 

I wanted to start this edition of Spotlight by saying 

how incredibly proud I am of our students at the 

way they behaved and the amount of respect they 

showed at our Remembrance Day event.  All the 

students came out to the event in total silence and 

remained silent throughout a number of readings, before 

we held the two minute silence.  They then went back 

into school in total silence, and throughout the whole 

event their behaviour was impeccable.  I would like to 

thank all our student cadets and guides who were on 

parade, and also Councillor Susan Sutton, for joining us 

and reading for us.  

This week we have been visited by our School 

Improvement Partner, Mr Barney Payne, who is also 

Ofsted trained.  Mr Payne visits the school, looks at 

students’ work and observes lessons, in order to make his 

judgments about the standard and quality of the delivery 

of the curriculum, the quality of teaching and learning, as 

well as pastoral care and leadership.  I am very pleased to 

report he was really pleased with everything he saw and 

felt that everything was Good and moving towards 

Outstanding.   

Our Year 11 students finished their first round of mock 

examinations today and I have to say their behaviour 

and attitude to them has been brilliant.  We will be 

holding a mock results event for them during the week of 

Monday 2nd December. 

Our Friends of Sandy Secondary School (FOSSS) 

are busy trying to raise funds for new bicycle sheds 

for students  to store their bikes safely, and have 

launched a Christmas raffle, where they are selling 

tickets for £1 each.  If you are able to support by 

buying a ticket, I know they would be really pleased  

- the first prize is £100.   

I would also like to say a huge thank you to all 

students and staff that supported our efforts to 

raise money for  BBC Children In Need last 

Friday, through a non-uniform day.  We are 

currently awaiting the final figure from our 

Finance Department, and will let you know how 

much we managed to raise. Thank you, all, for your 

support. 

We are holding another a non-uniform day on 

Monday 25th November, which is being organised 

by our Sixth Form Student Leadership Team, so that 

they can raise funds for the annual Senior 

Citizens Christmas Party, which this year, 

is being held on Wednesday 11th 

December.  This is a really good event that 

our Sixth Form students organise themselves for all 

our local senior citizens to come to the school, have 

a hot Christmas meal and some entertainment that 

is provided by our own students.  Everyone then 

leaves with a small gift to show our appreciation for 

all they have done for our community and to show 

that we are thinking about them at Christmas.   

A Message from our Executive Principal 
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I need to also say another thank you to the whole 

school for their very generous support of the “Love in a 

Box” campaign, where students collected and filled over 

70 shoe boxes with items for a boy or girl who may not 

get anything for Christmas.   I am still overwhelmed by 

our students’ generosity and kindness at how they 

respond to such appeals and the difference they want to 

make.   

We will be launching our Christmas appeal next week, 

which is “A Wish at Christmas”.   We are asking staff 

and students to put a wish on the school Christmas tree, 

for any reason they choose and, in return they donate 

sweets, biscuits, chocolate or fizzy drinks.  These will then 

be donated to Preen, part of the Bedfordshire Food 

Aid Network, so that they can hand them out to local 

families with children, who may not be able to afford such 

things at Christmas.  Please see more information on this 

further on Page 4.  It is, again, our way of showing our 

support to the local community that we care and we want 

them to be able to have some treats at this time of year. 

We have many events coming up in the next four weeks 

and it would be great to see as many parents/guardians 

and students there as possible: 

The whole school production, Footloose, from Monday 

2nd to Wednesday 4th December, which this is set to be 

a really fantastic show—please do 

come and support, if you can, as our 

students have been very busy rehearsing.  Details on how 

to purchase tickets are on Page 9 of this edition. 

Sandy Christmas Lights Switch On: once again our 

students will be showcasing their talents at the Sandy 

Christmas Lights Switch On event on Sunday 1st 

December, so please do go into the town and 

support them. 

Christmas Concert: we are holding a Christmas 

Concert at St Swithun’s Church on Thursday 12th 

December— more details about this event will be 

issued next week, but we would like to thank the 

church, once again, for allowing us to use such a 

wonderful venue. 

We also have our Golden Day on Wednesday 18th 

December for students who have constantly meet 

our expectations.  There is a wide variety of activities 

to choose from, ranging from Bounce trampolining, 

ice skating, Christmas shopping and a visit to the 

pantomime, to Christmas crafts, Sports, Performing 

Arts, Christmas Baking, Technology and Art activities 

within school.  

Our Sixth Form students will also be having their 

own Golden Day on Tuesday 10th December, 

where they will be able to choose to go to Winter 

Wonderland, London.  Letters regarding this will be 

issued early next week. 

Please be aware we have a training day on Friday  

29th November, so students are not expected in 

school. 

Have a good weekend. 

Miss K Hayward 
Executive Principal 
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Parent/Guardian Focus  

Empty Sweets Tubs, Biscuit Tins 

The DT Food department is welcoming any donations 

of empty sweet tubs, biscuit or sweet tins, as they are 

very useful for students to take home their DT Food 

masterpieces. 

Empty handwash bottles would also  

be very welcome. 

School Car Park 

Could I remind all parents/guardians not to 

use the school car park to drop students off 

in the mornings, please.    

The mornings are a particularly busy time, and the car 

park should only be used by staff and/or visitors.  If 

you are dropping your child off to school by car, we 

would ask that you wait on Engayne Avenue, rather 

than Medusa Way (the road right outside the school).  

This also enables our school buses safe and easy access 

when entering and leaving the site.   

Thank you for your support. 

Mr A Rutter 
Vice Principal 

Breakfast Club 

Now that the colder weather is upon us, we would like 

to remind you and your child that all students are 

welcome to use the Café in the mornings, and can gain 

access using the main school entrance until 8.20am. 

After 8.20am, students will  not be allowed in via the 

main entrance, and should, therefore, use the student 

entrance, ensuring they arrive promptly for the first 

bell at 8.35am. 

Mr A Rutter 
Vice Principal 

Forgotten Equipment / PE Kits / Lunch Money 

Could we please ask for your support in ensuring that 

your child remembers the equipment need for the day, 

such as  PE kit, cooking ingredients or lunch money, 

and brings them in with them. 

We are finding an increasing number of students are 

forgetting to bring the things they need for the day’s 

lessons, and parents/guardians are having to be called, 

asking to bring items in. 

Student timetables are widely available to view on  the 

EduLink and MyEd apps (downloadable from your app 

store), which will help both you and your child check 

what lessons they have each day. 

Thank you for your support. 

Poppy Appeal 

We would like to thank all students, 

staff, parents and guardians for all 

their support in the annual Royal 

British Legion Poppy Appeal.   

We are very pleased to announce that, together 

as a school, we raised £229.13—thank you, once 

again. 

Miss Hayward 

Headlice 

We have had a couple of cases of nits/head lice 

reported to us by parents/guardians.   

Could we please ask that you check your child’s hair 

regularly, and treat, if necessary.  Thank you. 
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A Wish at Christmas for Preen 

Sandy Secondary School would like to support 

those in our community who, through no fault of 

their own, will struggle at Christmas and rely on 

foodbanks and charities at Christmas.  

This year our staff and students will be 

able to contribute to our Christmas 

Tree decorations by placing a 

“message in a bauble”.  This could be 

a Christmas greeting, a celebration of 

family, family member, or in memory 

of a loved one.   

To be a part of our Wish at Christmas Tree all we 

would ask is for a donation of some treats, such as 

biscuits, chocolates, fizzy drinks or other luxury 

items, that we can donate to Preen for 

distribution to families at Christmas. 

Please contact Mrs Hinson or Mrs Anderson for 

more details. 

Parent/Guardian Focus  

Extra History Projects  

To inspire a love and passion for history, an optional 

homework project is being set for Mrs Hallett’s Year 7 

and Year 8 classes. These projects enable students to 

have the opportunity to reflect on the learning they 

have done within lessons, complete independent 

research, and present the work in a creative way.  

Students in Year 7 are being set the task of making a 

model of a Motte and Bailey castle in a creative way, 

students are being encouraged to create this model 

out of recycled material.  

 Year 8 students are being asked to research and 

present information about people of minorities who 

fought for Britain in the First World War, which 

coincides with the Royal British Legions focus of 

remembrance for this year which was ‘remember 

together’. This also links back to the work year 8 

completed on the British Empire, at the start of the 

academic year.  

All entries will be judged, with prizes and certificates 

being rewarded to students on the last History lesson 

of the term.  

Mrs Hallett 
Travel and Business &  Enterprise Intervention 

Intervention and additional revision sessions are 

being run on Tuesday and Wednesdays from 

2.50pm—4-30pm and Friday afternoons on 

request only, for students taking Travel, Business 

& Enterprise students. 

Please do encourage your child to attend. 

Mrs Mirza 
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Last Issue’s Puzzle: 

Answer: 

 

Maths Puzzle 

This week sees the return of the popular Maths 
Puzzle.  

As before, the best answer is the winner, so not just 
the correct answer—don’t forget that a good 
explanation is needed. 

Entries to be handed in to Mr Burnett. 

Maths Puzzle 
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This Week’s Puzzle: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Entries should be given to Mr Burnett, in the Maths Department.  Remember, it’s not always the 

correct answer that wins, you must show the workings out to your answer as well. 

Maths Puzzle 
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We were very proud, once again, to join together as a whole school, for our Remembrance Service on Monday 

11th November.  As always, student behaviour was impeccable and silence was respectfully maintained on the 

way out to the back of the school, and throughout the entire service.   

Remembrance Day 
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Karate Star 

Approximately 30 children took  their 

gradings  with the Bukonkai 

International association on Sunday 

17th November, in Luton.  

Year 9 student, Lewis Polehonski, 

from his club in Northill, was one of 

two children, who took their black 

belt grading with both passing to 

achieve a 1st shodan!   

It was a very nerve-wracking day for all involved, 

including parents, but their hard work and 

determination really paid off !  Well done, Lewis! 

Head Star  

On 4th January, I will live stream the 

shaving of my head.  This is the link for 

my just giving page: https://

www.justgiving.com/fundraising/

maddison-bellamy 

 

When my best friend was 11 her mother sadly passed 

away at age 43 from a brain tumour on 4th January 

2014. The same year my younger brother won the fight 

with his brain tumour at age 6. Despite our previous luck 

in May 2017 we lost my grandmother to ovarian cancer. 

So, to thank and enable St. John’s Hospice, 

Moggerhanger, to continue their amazing work, and for 

helping loved ones in the last moments of their life, I will 

be shaving my head for charity.   Please support me, if 

you can. 

Thank you for your help. 

Maddison Bellamy, Sixth Form 

Stars in the Spotlight 

UK Maths Challenge Stars 

Results are just out for this year’s Senior UK Maths 
Challenge. The A level maths students took part in the 
annual national competition. There were several 
certificates awarded including 9 bronzes, 5 silvers and 
an unprecedented two golds. Here are the full list of 
certificates: 

Bronze 
Ellison Brookes (13) 
Omar Shaikh (13) 
Caitlin Thomas (13) 
Rhianna Walsingham (13) 
Jack Garfoot (12) 
Jay Narain (12) 
Dustin Baker (12) 
Dennis Chin (12) 
Beth Boulton (12) 
Josh Neville (12) 
 

Silver: 
Jake Whiterod (12) and Best in year 12 
Adam Spencer (12) 
Nathan Endersby (12) 
Gabriele Croci (12) 
Rowan Seaby (12) 
 

Gold: 
Holly Szasz (13) and Best in the school 
Adam Hemmings (13) 
 

Moreover Holly Szasz and Adam Hemmings are 
now through to the next round; the prestigious 
Kangaroo, in which the country’s top 6000 A level 
students will sit another one hour examination.  

Well done to all who took part. This year’s was the 
biggest and best Senior Maths Challenge ever at 
Sandy. 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/maddison-bellamy
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/maddison-bellamy
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/maddison-bellamy
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As many of you will already be aware, we are supporting the “Love in a Box” 

campaign for children around the world who may be in a less fortunate situation than 

we are.  Below is a little more information on how you and your child can contribute 

to this very worthy cause, along with a useful guide as to what can go in your box.  

Thank you, in advance, for your support. 

 
 
 
 
 

What can go in my 
Shoebox? 

Small soft toys 
Small ball 
Football & pump 
Slinky 
Small puzzles 
Musical instruments 
Yoyo 
Doll 
Toy car 
Skipping rope 
Pens/pencils 
Colouring pencils 
Crayons 
Rubbers/sharpeners 
Small colouring books 
Picture books 
Note books 
stamps 
Hat (new) 
Scarves (new) 
Gloves (new) 
Toothbrush 
Soap (wrapped) 
Flannel 
Sponge 
Hairbrush/comb 
Hair bows/clips 
Sunglasses 

Love in a Box– please support if you are able 
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PE Extra-Curricular and Intervention Timetable 
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2021 Ski Trip 

If your child is interested in taking part in the 2021 Ski Trip, please ask them to see Mrs Partridge for a 
copy of the letter.  LAST FEW PLACES REMAINING, so be quick !! 
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