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Dear Parent/Guardian 

It does not seem possible that we have already done two 

weeks since returning from half term and we are only a 

few weeks away from Christmas.   

As ever the students returned after the holiday full of 

enthusiasm and ready to work.  They have been an 

absolute pleasure and have allowed us to focus on what is 

important at this time - their learning and health and well-

being.  We have continued with routines and this has 

given us some normality in this difficult time, and you, as 

parents/guardians, should be extremely proud of them,  

I would, however, ask for your support in ensuring that 

your child has at least two clean, or new, 

face masks when they come to school.  

Please could you also talk to them so that 

they know why wearing a mask in school, 

when moving around the buildings and in the communal 

areas, is so important, if we are to continue to keep the 

risk of the virus from coming into school, and spreading, 

low.  We have been very fortunate so far that we have 

had no positive cases, but we are not unrealistic to think 

we will not at some point.  This is why it is still important  

for all of us in school to follow the guidance and regularly  

wash or sanitise our hands, as well as wearing our face 

masks and giving as much space between us, as we can,  

for social distancing.  Although this is not a requirement 

within the bubbles in school , we do still try to encourage 

it. 

We will be soon publishing a procedure that we will be 

asking all parents/guardians to follow should we have a 

positive case of Covid-19 in school.   Please ensure you 

A Message from our Executive Principal 

read this information, and share the details with your 

child, when we email it this week.  Copies will also be 

made available on Edulink. 

On Wednesday 11th November, we 

remembered the men and women who 

have served, and those who are 

currently serving, our country, to allow 

us to enjoy the freedoms and choices we 

have today.  We did this by holding outdoor services 

in our bubbles.  We had a number of readings from 

different students, and the Right Reverend Richard 

Atkinson, the Bishop of Bedford.  During the service 

we observed a 2 minute silence, which was repeated 

at 11.00am by the whole school in the classrooms.  I 

would like to thank Mr Rutter, Mr Cuff and Mrs 

Hinson for organising this event and I would also like 

to thank the Art and Technology departments for the 

wonderful displays they have created across the 

school.  These displays all help us to remind us and 

remember those who have, and who are risking or 

lost, their lives for the things we at times take for 

granted today.  A wreath was also laid on behalf of 

the school at the small service of remembrance in the 

town. 

I need to say a huge thank you to all the staff who 

contributed financially to our free school meals 

scheme over the October half term.  Our thanks also 

go to the many parents/guardians, who very 

generously donated, as this allowed us to offer 

students a hot free school meal every day in the 

holidays.   
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I would also like to thank A B Fruits, of Bedford, for 

their very generous donation of 3 

large boxes of pears, red and 

green apples, oranges and bananas.  Extended 

thanks also go to Waterdene Food 

Service, based in Leighton Buzzard, 

for donating chicken breasts, 

cauliflower, broccoli, mixed vegetables and carrots, as 

well as tins of baked beans, chopped tomatoes, 

packets of pasta, chocolate sponge puddings and 

custard, together with cartons of apple and orange 

juice.   Our massive thanks go to both companies 

for their extreme generosity.   

I must also say a huge thank you to Mrs Beavor for all 

of the organisation and cooking over the 5 days, as 

well as giving up her holiday, to allow this service to 

be so successful.  She was very kindly assisted by 

other staff who also came in during their holiday to 

help prepare, cook and serve the food  - so a big thank 

you to Miss Siew-Stevens, Mr Suffolk, Miss J Burke, 

Mrs Hullatt, Mrs Gardiner, Mrs Vevers and Mrs 

Perrin. 

On Tuesday this week, it was lovely to have hot 

chocolate with the three winners from our online 

cooking competition that was launched at the 

beginning of October.  This month’s challenge was to 

design and bake their own pizza, photograph it and 

send the photo and other information in, to be judged 

from home.   

The winner was Year 8 student, Mia Salvatore, closely 

followed by William Palmer, from Year 7, with Year 10 

student, Kieran Evetts in third place.  Each student 

gained a certificate, a voucher to spend on the high 

street and a chocolate orange for their effort and 

innovation.  More details about the competition, and 

photographs of the winning pizzas,  are on page 7 of 

this edition.  This month’s challenge is sausage rolls, and 

I look forward to seeing the results later in the month.  

Good luck to all who enter. 

I was also extremely lucky to share my break 

with a number of Year 7 students on Friday, 

for hot chocolate.  These seven students 

have gained over 100 commendation points and now 

have their Bronze Award and pin badge, which is a 

brilliant achievement.  Please join me in congratulating 

the students below for their hard work: 

Gabriel Da Silva, Florin Acornoaie, Callum Banks, 

Sophie Ritchie, Chloe-Louise Johnson, Toby Gardiner. 

We have been part of a project with Sustrans, a charity 

to promote cycling safety.  The charity have delivered a 

talk to students who cycle to school on how to stay safe 

when out on their bikes and about respecting other 

road users.  They have kindly donated  bike lights for 

students who have completed their Cycling Code of 

Conduct form and who do not currently have a set.  This 

will be on a first come, first served basis, and students 

should ask at main reception. 

We would like to say a massive thank 

you to the Banks family for their 

generous donation to allow us to set 

up a Laptop Lending Scheme for 

students in need— please see the full article on Page 4.  
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Cycling Code of Conduct 

Thank you to all parents/guardians and students who 

have completed and returned the Cycling Code of 

Conduct, in order that they may bring their bike onto the 

school grounds. 

Those students will have received a sticker which should 

be placed on their bike as soon as possible.   

We would like to take this opportunity to thank Mr 

Alister Barclay, from the walking and cycling charity, 

Sustrans, for visiting school last week to talk to our 

students. 

Sustrans have very kindly donated several sets of bike 

lights, to ensure students can be easily seen whilst 

cycling safely in the dark.  These will be distributed to 

those who have returned their completed cycling code 

of conduct. 

Mr Rutter 

We will be doing something a little 

different this year, by creating a 

Christmas CD.  This will be on sale to raise money for 

St John's Hospice, in Moggerhanger, as we want to 

support this very worthy charity and allow it to 

continue to do its wonderful work.  The CD will 

comprise of tracks from children at both 

Moggerhanger Primary and Sandy Secondary schools.   

If you would like to purchase a CD from us, we would 

ask that you contact us by emailing 

parentcontact@sandysecondaryschool.com.   

Miss K Hayward 
Executive Principal 

Correspondence 

We are aware that some of our students reside with 

more than one parent/guardian, as a result of families 

separating.   

If you have parental responsibility, and wish to receive 

information, such as letters and progress reports, 

regarding your child(ren), please email us, on 

parentcontact@sandysecondary.com in strictest 

confidence.  Please remember to include your full 

name, student’s full name and date of birth. 

Parent/Guardian Focus 
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Local family ‘the Banks’, who own Lane & Browns Estate Agents, as 

well as other local businesses around Sandy, have generously donated 

a considerable sum of money to buy laptops for students to borrow 

from the School, if they need to self-isolate or are in financial difficulty, 

who are unable to access resources online. 

Over the summer the Banks family wanted to make a difference to struggling local families 

who need ICT access for their children to continue learning when at home.  They feel 

privileged themselves and want all children to have equal opportunities, as they see 

education as an essential tool for future success. 

Therefore, the school has purchased a number of new laptops that 

will be loaned to deserving students over the coming weeks/months. 

This generous donation will now allow more students to access 

remote learning through ‘Google Classroom’ and other specialist 

packages, at home. 

Miss Karen Hayward, Executive Principal, along with staff and students, would like to 

thank the Banks family for their continued support of the school and their very generous 

donation, which will allow students to have additional resources to increase their learning 

opportunities, that they would not have been able to have without this extremely kind 

donation. 

Donation of Laptops 
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We were delighted to welcome the Right Reverend Richard Atkinson, Bishop of Bedford, to address our 

Remembrance Service on Wednesday 11th November 2020.   Poppy wreaths in the colours of our four houses, and 

our Sixth Form, were laid by students representatives, and a two-minute silence was observed by the whole 

school at 11.00am.   

Remembrance Day 2020 

Display in our Main Reception 

The Right Reverend Richard 

Atkinson, Bishop of Bedford 
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Equality and Diversity 

Sandy Secondary School is committed to promoting a positive and diverse culture and ensuring everyone 

in school is respected, valued and supported.  Each of us, regardless of our background, can benefit from 

expanding our awareness of issues surrounding the LGBTQ+ community, race and gender.   

To encourage this we will be promoting a film, television show or book each month celebrating diversity 

and promoting the inclusiveness of all.  

Parent/Guardian Focus 
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Inter-House Baking Competition 

2020-2021 

1st October marked the start of the school’s first ever online Baking Competition.  Each month, students 

and staff are set a challenge to complete and submit through Google Classroom and the first challenge 

was homemade pizza. 

I was so impressed by the effort put in by 30 of our students and additional staff members!  It also made 

me extremely proud to see how happy many of the students were in the photos that they sent in of 

themselves making their pizzas.  So many students showed great skill in making various types of pizza 

dough from scratch and several also made their own pizza sauce to top it.  I was also impressed by the 

creativity shown; gluten-free pizza bases, dessert pizzas, breakfast pizzas as well as pizza doughballs! 

I would like to congratulate everyone who took part - not only did the students receive achievement 

points, but I know they would also have had a real sense of achievement in having a successful product. 

Please join me in congratulating them all on their fantastic work.  

November’s challenge finishes on 30th November and the month’s product is 12 bite-size sausage rolls. If 

you would like to get involved, join the group on Google Classroom using the code h6n2lxk (for ease of 

reading H6N2LXK).  Please remember that you need to access this via your school Google account and 

submit your entry via the entry form. 

Well done to everyone involved and happy baking!  Please have a look at the winning creations on the 

next page and congratulations to Mia, William and Kieran! 

Mrs Beavor 



Issue 3, 13th November 2020 

01767 680598 
www.sandysecondaryschool.com 



Issue 3, 13th November 2020 

01767 680598 
www.sandysecondaryschool.com 



Issue 3, 13th November 2020 

01767 680598 
www.sandysecondaryschool.com 



Issue 3, 13th November 2020 

01767 680598 
www.sandysecondaryschool.com 

A
ca

d
em

ic
 C

a
le

n
d

a
r:

 2
0
2
0

—
2
0
2
1

 


