Issue Number 12, 16th July 2021

A Message from our Executive Principal
A Message from our Executive Principal

for which we are extremely grateful.

I cannot believe it is the end of term and another

I am sorry that we have had to send a number of

academic year. This has been such an unusual year and,

students home to self isolate across all year groups

never in my 26 years in education, have i been through

this week. This is not what any of us wanted at the

such a roller coaster of changes.

end of the summer term but, unfortunately, the
regulations for schools do not change until August.

The last 15 months has certainly changed some of our
practices in school and made us all re-evaluate what we

Given the Government’s sweeping statements over

do and how we do it. However, there has been one

the last few weeks regarding the disruption to our

constant that has got us through all of this and that has

young people’s education, I know the systems will

been the wonderful students who attend our

change. However, at this moment in time, the DfE

school.

have not issued any guidance on what this will look

They come in, day in day out, eager to learn

and with a huge smile and happy to be here. They are

like.

extremely resilient and it has been a real pleasure, as

We only know that the Lateral Flow Device (LFD)

always, to work with them. They are a credit to all of

home testing will be paused over the summer holidays

you.

and, should your child become positive after a PCR

I also need to thank the amazing staff who go above

test, you must report this to the NHS Test & Trace

and beyond. Our staff are a fantastic team and they

app.

have all ensured that they have focused on our students

We also know that, all students returning to school

and their progress, throughout this period of change

will, at present, have to have two LFD tests on their

and uncertainty. I also need to say a huge thank you to

return to school, three to five days apart. We will,

all the non-teaching staff, who make sure everything is

therefore, be testing on site from Thursday 2nd

done to ensure that we meet all the necessary

September, right through to Friday 10th September,

regulations and that our students are supported

so that all students who give permission to have this

academically, socially and emotionally, at all times, as

done (and we do hope you will support us and the

well as having a stimulating and safe learning

school community, in giving your permission again)

environment.

will be tested before they return.

Without them, the school would not

function as effectively and efficiently as it does.
This means we will be opening our Testing Centre
I would like to thank the Friends of Sandy Secondary

from Thursday 2nd September for our new students

School (FOSSS) for their continuous, amazing work,

in Years 7, 9 and 12.

raising funds for the school. I know this has not been
easy this year, but they have still found a way to do this,

We will also be testing over the first weekend in
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September, thanks to the support and volunteering of

badge home, as they do deserve these after all their

the team, so that all students can return on the planned

hard work. The list of students and their awards are

date.

detailed further in this edition of Spotlight.

We will, therefore, be issuing a letter and new consent

I would like to thank our amazing PE team, who have

forms with the date and time your child should attend

been running various sports day events in bubbles, over

the school site, to get their first test. Please ensure

the last two weeks. They have all done a fantastic job

they bring the completed consent letter with them

and the students have really appreciated it.

when they arrive for their appointment, if you give your
permission for them to take part.

We were able to go ahead with planned Geography
field trips last week to Walton-on-the-Naze, for

If you do not want your child to take the LFD tests, they

students in Years 9 and 10, organised and run by Ms

will not be refused entry to the school on their return.

Saunders. Student behaviour was exemplary and the

We would hope that you see this as a precaution to

visits were an excellent opportunity for students to gain

stop the spread of Covid-19 and allow us to start the

first-hand experience and apply their knowledge and

new academic year with minimum disruption for all.

understanding

I know regulations are changing on Monday 19th July,

to

the

topic

they

had

been

studying. Thank you to the Geography department.

however, the DfE are still highly recommending any

I know that some students in Year 9 were not able to

student who gets public or school transport, even from

attend this visit due to them self-isolating, so we have

September, should still wear a face mask/shield, unless

arranged for another visit to take place on Thursday 9th

they are exempt, and we would highly recommend this.

September, as we do not want any students to miss out

At present, however, within school we are not planning

on this valuable experience.

on having any masks and will be removing all bubbles,

Our students in Year 12 are taking part in a range of

as well as the current staggered start and finish times,

activities with the NCS this week. Mr Levesley, Head of

as the Education Secretary has stated that we may. If

Sixth Form, and Mrs Hinson, Assistant Principal,

this changes over the six week holiday, we will inform

accompanied the group to Wyboston Lakes, for some

you as soon as we can.

team-building activities. The students were “absolutely

Awards

It has been so nice to see so many students gain their
commendation badges and be awarded so many
different levels. We have ensured that, even though
some may not be in school at present, they will not miss
out, by ensuring that we send their certificate and

brilliant and were a pleasure to be with” as quoted by
both the staff at NCS and our own staff who
accompanied them.
The students have been taking part in other activities
during the week, all of which have been organised by
the NCS, so we would like to thank them for the
fantastic week that our Year 12 students have had,
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which have all been completely free of charge and has
really helped them to develop key skills for the future.
Mrs Hinson and Mr Levesley also had the pleasure of
interviewing, and subsequently appointing our Head
Students for next year. Congratulations to them all—
the list of the new team and the roles they will have in

Mental Health Afternoon
Please see below, some more photo’s of
activities taken place during the Mental
Health afternoon.

the Sixth Form, effective from September, are below;
Hannah Cox:
Daniel Burton:
Giorgia Terruzi:
Alanna Mills:
Emma Davison:
Hannah Mantle:
Austin Wilson:
Amy Harley:
Sophie Sergeant:
Anya Chadwick:

Head Student
Head Student
Deputy Head student
Deputy Head student
Lead Student
Lead Student
Lead Student
Lead Student
Lead Student
Lead Student

Alice worked on
her art canvas

Have a lovely summer and please stay safe.

Miss K Hayward
Executive Principal

Ethan created his own
card game,

and then enjoyed
time in his paddling
pool.
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Uniform
Unwanted Uniform
Towards the end of every academic year we put out a request for any good quality second
hand uniform that is no longer needed. This can then be used to help students and
families in need of additional support with supplies. This is particularly important this year
with the added financial pressures facing many families. Donated uniform is also used
to provide us with a stock of uniform for any students that may have misplaced their
belongings.
If you have any clean, good quality second hand uniform that you no longer need, we
would be grateful if this could be bagged up and brought into school before the end of
term so that we can put it to good use.

Lost Property
We have a large amount of lost property that is currently being stored in Student
Reception. Much of this is unnamed and so we have been unable to return it to the
student. If your child has lost equipment or uniform over the past term, please encourage
them to come to Student Reception to see if it has been handed in. We would also ask
that in an effort to reduce the amount of lost property, students write their name on their
equipment and uniform, particularly in advance of September when many of them will
have purchased new items.
All lost property that has not been claimed by the end of term will either be disposed of,
repurposed or donated to charity.
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Duke of Edinburgh
The Duke of Edinburgh Award is a national award that is recognised by
many organisations, universities and career paths. The Award
encourages its participants to step out of their comfort zone and
develop skills and knowledge that they may not have had the chance to
pursue previously.
The Award has three levels; Bronze (started in Year 9), Silver (Year 10) and Gold (started in Year
12). The Award involves its participants taking part in its sections for one hour a week, over an
agreed duration of time, depending on level. These sections are Physical, Skill, Volunteering and
Residential (the latter section for Gold participants only). Participants also complete an
expedition to as part of their Award, with the length dependent on the level being undertaken.
At Sandy Secondary School, we provide walking expeditions, where students plan a selfsufficient expedition, including recording and following their own route and carrying all their
group and personal kit for the duration; students are also expected to camp whilst on
expedition. To be passed on the expedition section of the Award students must have met all 20
conditions, these conditions can be found on the Duke of Edinburgh Award website.
Last weekend, 3rd and 4th July, a group of 29 students from Years 9 to 11 participated in their
Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award expedition. This consisted of planned activity for 6 hours a
day, including walking for 9 – 12 kilometres and working as a group on a planned aim for their
expedition. Examples of the types of aims the groups had are: recording the different types of
train spotted during their expedition, recording the agricultural use of the land travelled, a study
of the wildlife or plants in the environment, or recording the erosion of the footpaths walked.
Whilst on expedition, students were expected to carry all their equipment and kit needed for the
expedition to be self-sufficient, this included food for the duration of the expedition, tents
(shared amongst the group), sleeping bag and spare clothes, amongst other items needed.
Students were required to cook a substantial meal on Saturday evening, when they returned to
base camp. Saturday evening saw students passing the time, by planning group sports, whether
cricket, football or catch – as a special exception to the 20 conditions, the instructors even
allowed students to watch the England Euros match.
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Duke of Edinburgh
Please see below the list of students who were involved in the Expedition and a selection
of photographs:
Keown Seldon, Chris Stead, Charlotte Aimes, Emily Bushby, Jemma Bryan, Katie Brown,
Eleanor Endersby, Jenna Riches, Henry Barham, Niamh Fielding, Thomas Forshaw, Jack
Gardiner, Millie Hassall, Mason Hood, Matthew Leach, Helen Manners, Cara Murray ,
Niamh Neville, Rachel Osbourne, Jessica Paddock, Tasarla Perry, Alex Plachecki, Alicia
Sharp, Lucy Smith, Owen Smith, Henry Wallace, Jack Westhead, Jacob Winchester and
Kiah Wright.
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On 24th July 2021, Miss J Burke (House Achievement Leader for Inspiration
and Teacher of Science) will be walking 50km to raise money for CLIC Sargent.
This charity does lots of work with families and children who have cancer.
Included below is a link to Miss Burke’s JustGiving page, where you can read
all about her reason’s for taking on this challenge.

https://www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/jennifer-burke2

If you are able to support by donating it
would be greatly appreciated.
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Wearing Uniform Correctly

Uniform
Uniform and Uniform Supplies
Our students are proud to wear their uniform, and

We strive for excellence in all that we do, and all
students are expected to dress to a very high
standard at all times.

all the items below can only to be purchased from



Top shirt buttons must be done up at all times.



Ties are compulsory for all students.



Shirts are to be completely tucked in.



Blazers must be worn at all times. Students
may remove them in class IF the class teacher
gives them permission to do so.



Students may wear either trousers, a skirt, or
City/Bermuda shorts. Skirts must be knee
length and no shorter than 22”.



All students must wear black socks, or black/
nude tights.



All students are required to wear sensible,
black school shoes which have no resemblance
to trainers. Black shoe laces only.



All jackets, coats and bags must be plain black
with no logos or designs.

our suppliers, Prestige Design & Workwear Ltd.
This consists of:
Basic Items
•

Blazer

•

Trousers with school logo

•

Black knee length pleated skirt with school
logo (no shorter than 22”)

•

House Tie

•

Jumper (optional)

•

Girls City/boys Bermuda shorts (optional)

PE Kit
•

Girls PE Top

•

Unisex sports polo shirt

•

Unisex panel PE shorts

•

Boys reversible rugby shirt

•

Unisex black sports socks



Belts must be plain black.

•

Unisex sports fleece jacket (optional)



•

Unisex sports trouser (optional)

Scarves, hats and gloves are to be plain black
and not worn indoors.



No jewellery is permitted, apart from a watch.

Our uniform suppliers are based in Barton le Clay



Natural make-up only.

and can be contacted on 01582 883222, or



No nail polish.



No extremes of hair colour or style.

www.prestigedesignww.co.uk.
shown on the next page.

Examples are

Any items of clothing which does not adhere to
the above guidelines will be confiscated and will
need to be collected by a parent/guardian.
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Our School Uniform
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