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A Message from our Executive Principal
Welcome back to the academic year of 2019/20, I
hope you all had a good summer. I know the six
weeks holidays just seem to have flown past.
We received some excellent examination results at A
level and GCSE for both Years 10 and 11. I could not
have been more proud of what the students
achieved through their incredible hard work and
focus on their studies. We are expecting our
Progress 8 figure to be very positive, but we will not
know this until the end of September. I would like to
take this opportunity to thank you for all your
continued support of the school and to all the staff
for the incredible amount of hard work and
dedication they display, day in and day out, going
above and beyond, to make the school we are today.
It really has been brilliant to see all the students
return to school, or joining us for the first time, and I
must say they look amazing. Thank you for ensuring
they are in the correct uniform.
We all know how our children can spin a story when
they want to, so I would just like to remind you of a
few items that we ask all students to adhere to:


skirts should sit on the knee



we do not allow jewellery (with the exception
of a wristwatch) or any piercings of any sort



fingernails should be short—no false nails and
no nail colour



extreme hair colour or styles are not permitted.

It is also important that students are equipped
for school with their Fantastic 15, and we have
included a quick reminder on Page 6, and this
should include a black bag that can carry an A4
folder.
With autumn and winter fast approaching,
students should also have a suitable outdoor
coat, which must be taken off before entering
the building, and can be left in lockers.
The school is now fast approaching full capacity
and it has also been wonderful to enrol so many
Year 12 students from last year’s Year 11, as well
as external students from outside the school.
We have also increased our foreign exchange
programme and we are now taking students
aged 14 onwards, for several weeks or up to a
year, to study with us so they can improve their
English and get a taste of our culture and
traditions.
Please can I remind you that students should be
in school for 8.35am and then in their tutor base
for 8.40am. Students who arrive late to school
will be given a 15 minute detention at break.
Three late marks will result in an after school
detention. Lateness to school is seen by the DfE
as absence and can result in a Fixed Penalty
Notice being issued if a student has 10 or more
late marks. It is, therefore, very important to
stress to your son/daughter the need for good
punctuality. Employers and other institutions
will also ask for this information when applying
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for work or further education, so it is best to get into
good habits now, as we do have to share this data
with them.
Over the last few weeks we have, and are continuing
to have, a few changes to the buildings. I am
delighted to inform you that we have now installed a
new Media Suite, Photography Room and Dark
Room to enhance our curriculum on offer. Added to
this, we have improved the Science laboratories,
Technology and general areas and are having a new
outside Café installed, thanks to our partnership
with Innovate Catering Company.
I would like to say a huge thank you to all the staff
and Governors from Sandye Place Academy who
have been so very generous in donating a great deal
of equipment and resources to us. It is this
generosity which has allowed us to make so many
improvements across our school, as their wish was
that their resources should follow the children on
their educational journey. They have also generously
donated their minibus to us.
Please be aware our Open Evening will take place on
Thursday 26th September 2019.

WE ARE A NUT FREE SCHOOL
As you may be aware from our previous
newsletters, we have a student with a severe
nut allergy and they may not be the only
student in the future who has this condition.
A nut allergy is a major issue, as it can create all
kinds of serious side effects for the young
person if eaten or touched, such as itchiness,
urticaria, swelling, eczema, sneezing, asthmas,
abdominal pain, drop in blood pressure,
diarrhoea, cardiac arrest and Anaphylaxis may
occur.
Our school staff have been trained and the
appropriate medication is kept in school.
However, to avoid any such incident occurring
with nut allergies and the affects they can have

within seconds, we are no longer allowing

nuts of any kinds, or nut related
products, into school. This also includes
food cooked in nut oil and such things as
Nutella, peanut butter, some cereal and
chocolate bars, etc.
We would be extremely grateful for your
support on this matter.

Have a great weekend.
Miss K Hayward
Executive Principal

Miss K Hayward
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Parent/Guardian Focus
Timings of the School Day

ParentPay

To ensure that the time spent at school is enjoyable and
educational, an example of a typical day is as follows:

All new students have now been uploaded onto

08.00—08.35: Breakfast available in the Café

ParentPay, and all parents/guardians have been

08.35—09.00: Registration and Assembly

issued an activation letter along with instructions on
how to log in. Payments can then made for lunch

09.00—10.00: Period 1

accounts and other items, such as visits, etc.

10.00—11.00: Period 2
11.00—11.20: Break

Due to some technical issues with the cashless tills,

11.20—12.20: Period 3

we have been accepting cash payments this week.

12.20—13.20: Period 4

We are also aware that some parents/guardians
have not yet managed to activate their ParentPay

13.20—13.50 Lunch

account, and so we are EXTENDING the ability to

13.50—14.40: Period 5

pay by cash, in the café only, until Friday 13th

14.40—14.50: Prep Time

September.

14.50—15.50: Intervention and
Extracurricular Activities

Please note, however, that from Monday 16th
September, we will not be accept cash payments in
the café.

Aerosols
We do

is a Re-Val machine in the café where

Could we please ask you, as

students can pay cash onto their account during

parents/guardians, to remind your

break or lunchtime. If your son/daughter has not

son/daughter that aerosols are a

already had their biometric fingerprint taken, please

banned item and should not be

ask them to go to Student Services (located next to
the student entrance) during break or lunch.

brought into school, for any reason.
We

have

several

members

of

our

school

community who can be severely affected when

aerosols are sprayed and we ask for your support in
ensuring that they are not in your son/daughter’s
possession whilst in school.
Mr Preston
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Parent/Guardian Focus
MyED Communications App
MyED is the free parent app that gives you a multitude
of communication and information features to stay in
touch with what is going on at school. The app gives you
direct access to your child's attendance, timetable,
absence records, achievements, behaviour and much,
much more. You will also see that we update and
change the information in the app as the school year
moves along.
We are able to send you messages directly to the MyED
app relating to important information about your child's
education and to remind you of events that are taking
place at school. You will receive a notification if we send
you a message and there is no charge for the messages
you send to us.
The MyED app is available for both Apple iOS and
Android devices and can be found using the links
below. Unfortunately, it is not currently available for
Windows devices.
Step 1 - Go to your App Store
Step 2 - Search for My ED
Step 3 - Download the Free app
Once you have installed and opened MyED, search for
Sandy Secondary School and follow the simple
instructions to identify yourself. We have been informed
that, in some cases, your child's information may not be
available until the MyED system links in overnight with
our student information system, and we would ask you
to kindly bear with us.
We do hope you enjoy using the app and find it a useful
source of information. If you have any questions on
using the app, please do contact us using
parentcontact@sandyupper.net.

Mobile Phones and Electronic Devices
Can we remind you that he use of
mobile

phones

and

other

mobile

electronic devices is not permitted
within school and we will not accept any
responsibility for the loss/theft of these. In the
event that mobile devices are used, they will be
confiscated and will need to be collected by a
parent/guardian.
If your son/daughter has a genuine emergency,
they should report to their House office, or
Student Services, and arrangements will be
made for them to use the school phone.

Hair, Piercings and Nail Extensions
A reminder that no extremes of hair style or
colour are allowed in School; piercings of any
kind, including facial or nose piercings, are not
permitted.
Please also note that nail extensions, or nail
polish must not be worn in school, and we
would ask for your support in ensuring these
are removed.
Thank you for your support.
Ms McLure
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Parent/Guardian Focus
School Bus Passes
Could we please ask for your support in reminding
students to look after their bus passes.
Students will be refused transport to or from
school if they have lost their pass, and damaged
or broken passes may not be accepted by the
driver.

School Photographers
Our school photographers, Tempest, will be visiting
school on Tuesday 10th September, for individual
photographs of students in all year groups,
including Sixth Form.

Student Absence

Thank you for your support.

In order to safeguard every student, we do ask that
parents/guardians contact us every single day that your

Lost Property
A large amount of lost property has already been
handed into Student Services (located next to the
student entrance), including water bottles,
trainers, ties, and coats/jackets.
Please could you ensure that every item of
property that your child brings into school is
clearly labelled with your child’s name, so that
they can be reunited with your son/daughter.

son/daughter is absent from school. This can be done in
a number of ways:

 Ring: 01767 680598, extension 243

�



Text: 07624 804702
Email: attendance@sandysecondaryschool.com

Thank you for your support in helping us to ensure all
students arrive safely at school every morning, when
expected.
If you do have any queries, please contact me.

Road Safety
Could we please ask you to talk to your son/
daughter about road safety, and remind them
that they should be walking on the pavement, and
not in or on the road.

Similarly, if they cycle to school, please ensure
they are familiar with our cycling code of conduct,
and that they follow the Highway Code.
Thank you for your support.
Mr Rutter

Mrs Carr

Student Lockers
Thank you to all those parents/guardians who have
completed the locker agreement and paid for a locker
for their son/daughter.
Keys have now been allocated and are now ready for
students to collect from Student Services (located next
to the student entrance at the rear of the school).
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Fantastic 15
A quick reminder of our Fantastic 15 is listed
below, and students should ensure they have
these items every day.


Plain black school bag—large enough to hold
A4 folders



Reading book



Pencil case



Black and purple pens

Autumn Term 2019
4th September—20th December



Set of colouring pencils

Half Term: 21st —25th October



Pair of compasses



HB Pencils



Pencil sharpener



Rubber



Glue stick



Highlighters



15cm ruler



Protractor



Scientific calculator



School planner (supplied by school)

Term Dates for 2019-2020

Spring Term 2020
6 January—3rd April
th

Half Term: 17th—21st February
Summer Term 2020
21st April—17th July
Half Term: 25th—29th May
INSET DAYS
Monday 2nd and Tuesday 3rd September
Friday 29th November
Monday 20th April
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Our in-school Caterers— Innovate
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Academic Calendar 2019—2020
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Who to Contact, and How ...
In the first instance, please email parentcontact@sandysecondaryschool.com and your query will be directed
to the appropriate person. We will normally be able to reply within 48 hours, but the majority of concerns are
resolved the same day. You can also ring us on 01767 680598, and our Pastoral Support Assistant will be your
first point of contact. If you have an SENCo enquiry, please ask for Mrs H Smith.
We have included a brief Who’s Who below, in order to assist you during the first few weeks.

House of Courage comprises the Science and Design Technology departments, which are
located at the rear of the school on the ground floor. House of Courage is led by Mr G McAdam,
whose office is located in the office on the ground floor, close to Student Services.

House of Determination comprises the English, Mathematics and Humanities departments,
which are on the first, second and third floors. House of Determination is led by Mrs J
Devereux., whose office is located within the Pastoral area on the ground floor, close to Student
Services.

House of Excellence comprises the Modern Foreign Languages, Art and Physical Education
departments. House of Excellence is led by Miss E Broughton, whose office is located on office
on the ground floor, close to Student Services.

House of Inspiration comprises the Performing Arts, Business Studies and ICT Departments
which are all on the main corridor of the Ground Floor. House of Inspiration is led by Mrs J
Devereux, whose office is located on the ground floor near the Student entrance.
SENCO (Special Educational Needs and Disabilities)

Attendance

Our SENCO is Mrs H Smith and the
SEND team can be found in the
Learning Support Centre which is
close to the Student entrance. The
SEND team support students in
lessons and in other aspects of their
learning.

Our Attendance Officer is Mrs C
Carr and the Attendance Office is
located on the ground floor within
the Pastoral Office. Students who
need to sign in or out of school
must do so here (located near the
Student entrance).

