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A Message from our Executive Principal 

Dear Parent/Guardian 

September has been a very busy month at the school 

and it is hard to think that we are already four weeks 

into the new academic year.   

Our Information Evenings for Years 7, 9 and Sixth Form 

took place this month and I would like to thank 

everyone who attended these events.  It really was 

lovely to see parents/guardians back in the school and 

to be able to interact face-to-face again.  The 

PowerPoint presentations for all  these events have 

been emailed home and they can also be viewed on our 

website, for those who could not attend. 

This year, we have issued Curriculum Booklets to all  

families of students in every year group.  Each booklet 

outlines the topics in every subject that will be covered 

by your child during the term.  The autumn booklet is 

also available on our website, 

www.sandysecondaryschool.com, for every year group 

and a copy was also emailed home.   

In addition, we have put together a Parent/Guardian 

Support Booklet and an Assessment Booklet for each 

year group, so that you, as parents/guardians can see 

how to support your child or to ask for help from 

departments, if needed.  We will be issuing the spring 

booklet in December for your review. 

Graduation/Awards Evening 

We were delighted to hold our annual Graduation and 

Awards Evening on Thursday 22nd September, looking 

back over the achievements of our students in 

2021/2022.   

I always look forward to this event, but this year felt 

extra special.   We were able to have performances 

from our School Chamber Choir, a music recital by 

Thomas Forshaw and dance routines from both The 

school’s Dance Company and A level Dance students.  

We were also treated to drama performances by Alex 

Darlow and Jasmin Spicer-Bell, giving us a scene from 

MacBeth, as well as Toby Gardiner, Jack Tre-Vett 

and Henry Wallace acting out a scene from One 

Man, Two Guv’nors.   

It really was wonderful to be able to share this event 

with our students, and their friends and family as we 

are allowed to hold face-to-face events in school 

again.  It was a real pleasure spending time with so 

many award winners and seeing the brilliant talent 

and skills we have across the school.   

I would like to thank our guest speaker, and also 

former student of Sandy Upper School, 

Max McMurdo, who spoke about being 

kind to each other and developing 

similar wider characteristics all of which 

we, as a school endorse and support our 

students to develop and display.   

Please see further in this edition for a selection of 

photographs from the evening, along with the names 

of our award winners.  We would like to thank the 

following staff for organising this brilliant event – Mrs 

Halls and Mrs Hinson.  We would also like to say a 

special thank you to all the staff that supported them 

in this event – Miss Mosedale, Mr Mullaly, Mr 

Perry, Mrs Quinn, Mrs Partridge, Mrs McEvoy, 
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Mrs Lenton, Mrs Forster, our Site Team, Innovate 

Catering Services and of course, Mr Cuff. 

Visits Calendar 

Please check our visits calendar for the year, as we 

have added a few more potential visits that you and 

your child may be interested in them attending.  Given 

that we all know of the financial hardship we are all 

facing over the coming months, we have created a 

Visits Calendar which we hope will help our families 

budget for the academic year.   

If you do find yourself in financial difficulty, please do 

let us know as we may be able to help you.   

We would also encourage you to see whether you are 

entitled to claim free school meals, by contacting 

Central Bedfordshire Council on 0300 300 8306. When 

you call, please have the following information ready—

National Insurance numbers and dates of birth for you 

and your partner and dates of birth for your children.    

Macmillan Cancer Support Non-Uniform Day 

Thank you for your 

continued support to 

help us raise as much 

money as we can for this very worthy charity, that helps 

millions of cancer patients and their families every 

year.   

Unfortunately, all of us will be affected one way or 

another by cancer over our lifetimes and without the 

tireless work of this organisation who try, where 

possible, to support in anyway they can, the situation 

faced by many could be much bleaker.   

By joining in with The World’s Biggest Coffee Morning 

it is our way of supporting Macmillan and showing 

others that we are thinking of them at a very difficult 

time.   

We will let you know the total raised from this event in 

our next newsletter, but please be aware that this will 

be our only non-uniform day this academic year. 

Extracurricular Activities 

Please look at all the sports clubs and extra curricular 

activities we offer across the school and, where 

possible, encourage your child to attend as regularly as 

possible.   

These are an excellent way for students to extend 

their friendship groups and make the most of school 

beyond the end of the school day at 3.00pm.  Please 

see more details later in this issue, of some of the 

sporting successes of a few of our school teams since 

the start of the year.   

Other Key Events This Term 

6th October: Whole School Open Evening 

If you wish to attend with your child, please book a 

free ticket, using Eventbrite—details and the link to 

book  are both available on our website.  Please 

remember that the school will be closing at 12.30pm 

on 6th October to allow our staff and students a break 

before Open Evening begins. 

11th October: SLT Open Surgery   
More details to follow. 

13th October: Sixth Form Open Evening   
More details to follow. 
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18th October: Pre-Loved School Uniform Shop  
If you have any unwanted or outgrown uniform, please 
do bring it into the school and we can then recycle it, to 
help other families.   

 
20th October: Year 7 and new Year 9 Settling In Evening 
Details to follow. 

20th October:  Year 11 Revision Evening 
6.00pm—7.30pm 

24th to 28th October: Half Term 

31st October:  
School reopens after October half-term break. 

I  hope you all  have a good weekend.  

Miss K Hayward 
Executive Principal 

As some of you are already aware, we have a 

student with a severe nut allergy and they may 

not be the only student, or staff member, in the 

future who has this condition. 

A nut allergy is a major issue, as it can create all 

kinds of serious side effects for the young person 

if eaten or touched, such as itchiness, urticaria, 

swelling, eczema, sneezing, asthmas, abdominal 

pain, drop in blood pressure, diarrhoea, cardiac 

arrest and Anaphylaxis may occur.   

Our school staff have been trained and the 

appropriate medication is kept in school.  

However, to avoid any such incident occurring 

with nut allergies and the affects they can have 

within seconds, we do not allow nuts of any 

kinds, or nut related products, into 

school.  This also includes food cooked in 

nut oil and such things as Nutella, Reese’s 

products, peanut butter, peanut puffs, 

peanuts, etc.   

Please note that many cereal bars also contain 

nuts, so these would not be allowed in school.  

We would ask that  also be aware that 

wrappers from nut products should not be 

brought into school. 

We would be extremely grateful for your support 

on this matter. 

Miss K Hayward 

SEVERE NUT ALLERGY 

Edulink 

We are currently experiencing some technical issues 
with Edulink syncing to our student information 
system. 

This is affecting some parents/guardians being 

unable to access the attendance, behaviour and 

achievement tabs in the Edulink app. 

We do apologise for any inconvenience caused, but 

would like to assure you that our IT department is 

working hard with our providers to resolve the issues 

as soon as possible. 

Thank you for your patience and understanding. 
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Student Absence 

In order to safeguard every student, we do ask that parents/guardians contact us every single day that 

your child is absent from school.  This can be done in a number of ways: 

 Ring: 01767 680598, extension 123  

 � Text: 07624 804702 

 Email: attendance@sandysecondaryschool.com  

Thank you for your support in helping us to ensure all students arrive safely at school every morning, 

when expected. 

If your child has an appointment and need to leave school during the day please email 

attendance@sandysecondaryschool.com  to notify us in advance with copies of any letters you may have 

received .  Please ask your child to meet you in the main foyer at the time you have agreed with them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Well done to Year 8 student,  Lauren Smith  
 who has been selected to play for the Under 13’s  
 girls county cricket team. 
  
 We look forward to hearing all about your 
 successes next year, in the new season! 
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Key Stage 4 Science Awards 

GCSE Combined Science—Izzy 

Leigh 

GCSE Triple Science—Alex Darlow 

 

Key Stage 4 and 5 Social Science 

Awards 

GCSE Psychology—Isla Tookey 

A Level Psychology—Sophie Levy 

 

Key Stage 5 Science Awards 

A Level Chemistry—Jonathan 

Hurren 

A Level Physics—Max Neville 

 

Key Stage4 and 5 Social Science 

Awards 

A Level Sociology—Honey 

McKenna 

BTEC Level 3 Health and Social 

Care—Courtney Dean 

 

Key stage 5 Science 

A Level Biology—Rowan Harvey 

Applied Science—Jak Marriott 

 
Key Stage 4 Design and 
Technology Awards 
GCSE Resistant Materials—Kristian 
Serkiov 
GCSE Hospitality and Catering—
Luke Smith 
 
Key Stage 5 Design and 
Technology Awards 
GCSE Hospitality and Catering—
Charlotte Glen 
 
Key Stage 5 English 
A Level English Literature—Katie 
Neagle 
 

GRADUATION AND AWARDS EVENING 

Key Stage 4 and 5 Geography Awards 
GCSE Geography—Liv Heckles 
A Level Geography—Elena Kimm 
 
Key Stage 4 Media Awards 
GCSE Media—Lyla Patch 
 
Key Stage 4 Philosophy and Ethics 
Awards 
CGSE Philosophy and Ethics—Rudo 
Gwashavanhu 
CGSE Philosophy and Ethics—Kate 
Brierley 
 
Key Stage 4 English Awards 
GCSE Language Year 11—Sophie 
Knowles 
GCSE Literature—Melissa Williams 
 

Key Stage 4 History Awards 

GCSE History—Mackenzie Johnson 

 

Key Stage 5 Philosophy and Ethics 

Awards 

A level Philosophy and Ethics  - 

Jonathan Hurren 

 

Key Stage 4 and 5 Maths Awards 

GCSE Further Maths—Alex Darlow 

A Level Further Maths—Val Snowball 

GCSE Maths  - Ollie Slattery 

A Level Maths—Sophie Sargeant 

 

Key Stage 4 MFL Awards 

GCSE Spanish—Jenna Riches 

GCSE French—Charlotte Gautrey 

 

 

 

Key Stage 4 Art Award 

GCSE Art—Sophie Coleman 

 

MFL Awards 

The Max Hill MFL Award—Priyanka 

Prang 

 

Key Stage 4 Photography Awards 

CGSE Photography—Sophie Knowles 

 

Key Stage 4 and 5 Business Awards 

BTEC Level 2 Enterprise—Stanley 

Birkin-Walls 

BTEC Level 3 Business—Daniel Burton 

 

Key Stage 4 and 5 PE Awards 

GCSE PE Year 11—Joseph Morrallee 

A Level PE—Amelie Jackman 

 

Key Stage 5 Performing Arts Award 

BTEC Level 3 Performing Arts—

Jasmine Spicer-Bell 

 

Key stage 4 and 5 ICT Awards 

GCSE Computer Science—Ollie 

Slattery 

A Level ICT—Emma Pettit 

 

Key Stage 4 and 5 Dance Awards 

GCSE Dance—Liam Burke 

A Level Dance—Adam Wells 

 

Drama Awards 

GCSE Drama—Alex Darlow 

A Level Drama—Rosie Evans 
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Key Stage 4 ICT Awards 

BTEC Level 2 Creative Digital 

Media—Izzy Leigh 

 

Key Stage 4 and 5 Music Awards 

GCSE Music—Thomas Forshaw 

A Level Music—Gabbi Opperman 

 

HOUSE AWARDS 

Determination Medal—Emily 

Newheiser 

Courage Medal—Amelia Nicholls 

Inspiration Medal—Phoenix Tycer 

Determination Award—Kate 

Brierley 

 

Sixth Form Award—Daniel Burton 

 

Year 8 Progress Award—Elizabeth 

Bradbury 

 

Year 7 Top Achievement— 

Savannah Johnson 

 

Year 9 Most Progress—Amelia 

Still 

 

Year 8 Top Achievement—

Rebekah Nunn 

 

Year 7 Most Progress—Max 

Gianninotti 

 

Year 10 Most Progress—Alice 

Gale 

 

 

GRADUATION AND AWARDS EVENING 

Year 9 Top Achievement—Reed 

Godden 

 

Year 10 Top Achievement—Thomas 

Forshaw 

Year 9 Best Attitude to Learning—

Annabelle Hipkin 

 

Year 7 Star of the Year—Savannah 

Johnson 

 

Year 7 Best Attitude to Learning—

Otis Guy 

 

Year 10 Best Attitude to Learning—

Mason Bennetts 

 

Year 8 Star of the Year—Chloe-

Louise Johnson 

 

Year 8 Best Attitude to Learning—

Toby Gardiner 

 

Year 7 Star of the Year—Max 

Gianninotti 

 

Year 9 Star of the Year—Jen Clare 

 

Year 11 Star of the Year—Ollie 

Barclay 

 

Service to the School and 

Community—Niamh Neville 

 

Sixth Form Most Progress—Amy 

Harley 

Service to the Community—The 

Audrey Boothby Memorial Prize for 

Service to the School and 

Community—Paige Hulatt 

 

Student Voice Leadership—Mia 

Salvatore 

 

Sporting Excellence—Eleanor 

Endersby 

 

The Rotary Prize, Outstanding Service 

to the school—Hannah Cox 

 

Creative Arts Award—Mackenzie 

Johnson 

 

Special Drama Awards Graham Collins 

Award for Drama—Gabbi Opperman 

 

Head of School Award—Leo Rolph 

 

Special Drama Award, Bocking Cup or 

Drama—Niamh Neville 

 

Outstanding Achievement GCSE— 

Charlotte Gautrey 

 

Executive Principal Award—Dan 

Scarratt 
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GRADUATION AND AWARDS EVENING 
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During the previous academic year, Sandy Secondary School successfully ran the 

Duke of Edinburgh Award at both Bronze and Gold level.  We are soon to see some 

of our completed Bronze participants at a school celebration event in October and 

we have two Gold participants soon to complete their award at Gold.  

 

The Duke of Edinburgh Award is a national award that is recognised by many 

organisations, universities and career paths.  The Award encourages its participants 

to step out of their comfort zone and develop skills and knowledge they may not 

have had the chance to pursue previously. The award has three levels; Bronze 

(started in Year 9), Silver (Year 10) and Gold (started in Year 12).  The Award involves its participants taking part in 

sections for one hour a week, over an agreed duration of time.  These sections are Physical, Skill, Volunteering and 

Residential (Gold only).  Participants also complete an expedition to as part of their award, with the length 

dependent on their level. 

 

At Sandy, we provided walking expeditions, where students planned a self-sufficient expedition, which involved 

students recording and following their own route, carrying all their group and personal kit for the duration, .  

Students are also expected to camp overnight whilst on expedition. To pass the expedition section of the Award, 

students must meet all 20 conditions, which can be found on the Duke of Edinburgh website. 

 

Whilst on expedition, students are expected to carry all the equipment and kit needed to be self-sufficient.  This 

includes food for the duration, tents (shared amongst the group), sleeping bag and spare clothes, as well as other 

essential items.   Students are required to cook a substantial meal in the evening when they arrive at camp. 

 

Huge congratulations to the five students who completed the Gold Award expedition at the start of summer, 

having completed five days in the Yorkshire Dales.  Below is what some of them would like to share about their 

experience. 

 

Rowan Harvey:  “For our DofE expedition, we spent 5 days and 4 nights camping and walking around the Yorkshire 
Dales.  We managed to climb 2 of the 3 peaks during this time, including Ingleborough and Whernside.  It was a 
challenging experience as we had to navigate with a map and compass, which was new to most of us.  In addition, 
we cooked our own meals on a small gas stove.  However, it was also a fun and rewarding experience, which 
developed my teamwork and perseverance skills, as we helped each other to overcome the challenges we faced 
along the way”. 
 

The Duke of Edinburgh Award at Sandy Secondary School 
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Honey McKenna:   “My experience of the Gold expedition was challenging, yet exhilarating. I was pushed to the 

physical and mental limits that I never knew I had, yet persevered and succeeded.  We shared so many laughs and 

stories along the way and shared memories whilst watching the sunset against the cliffs.  Unlimited smiles and 

screams of pride when reaching the peaks and unlocking experiences that brought so much happiness.  There isn’t a 

specific moment I enjoyed most because, despite the pain and challenging moments, the laughs and rewards 

outweighed it all. Seeing wildlife in the beautiful countryside motivated your pace. It was an experience I’ll never 

forget, an experience that’s developed my love for nature, so much so, we’re climbing Snowdon in two weeks!” 

 

We hope to see lots of Bronze participants complete their Awards and attend the celebration event in October. 

Invites and a letter giving more details of the event will be sent closer to the time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A quick note from Miss Hart and Mr McAdam if you are a current Duke of Edinburgh participant 

Please make sure to keep logging and updating your online eDofE account to ensure your Award is signed off for 

completion to receive your certificate.  This includes all students who completed their expeditions last year. If you 

have any issues logging in or recording evidence and assessors reports, please speak to any member of staff 

wearing the purple DofE lanyard in school. 

 
If you are interested in participating in the award this year, please speak to Mr McAdam or Miss Hart, or email 
Parentcontact@sandysecondaryschool.com. 
 

 

 

 

mailto:Parentcontact@sandysecondaryschool.com
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Year 11 Boys Football Team—Off to a Flying Start!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Tuesday, Year 11 Boys Football Team emphatically beat Kempston 
Challenger Academy, winning 8-1.  An outstanding score line given, 
going in at half-time, the score was 1-1!  

Goals from Kavan Peat, Harrison Keeling, Jack Burton, Ollie Gunn and 
Josh Wheeler.  Despite the goal fest, Jayden Williams and Dawson 
Albon were great at the back, with Josh Wheeler the stand-out 
performer - holding the midfield together and ensuring the only goal 
conceded was an outstanding set of skills from the KCA player.  

Well done, boys ! 
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WORKSHOPS: 

 
Parent Sleep Workshop (Children aged 12 and under) - The workshop will cover the following topics; why sleep is 
important, what is ‘good’ sleep, possible causes of sleep difficulties and learning strategies to help overcome sleep 
problems. 

Wednesday 12th October; 09:30-11:30am 

 

Teenage Sleep Workshop (Children aged 13+) - The workshop will cover the following topics; why sleep is important, what 
is ‘good’ sleep, sleep hygiene tips and strategies for managing worries at night.  

• Tuesday 8th November; 4-6pm 

 

Parent Self-esteem workshop (Children aged 12 and under) – The workshop equips parents with an understanding of self-
esteem and ways to promote high self-esteem through parenting style and collaborative activities to try at home with their 
young person 

Monday 28th November, 09:30-11:30am 

 

Teenage self-esteem (Parents and young people 13+) - One off workshop which equips teenagers with an understanding of 
self-esteem and tools to build confidence through thought challenging, relaxation and activities to celebrate strengths and 
successes. Workshop also offers parental tips for building self-esteem in adolescence 

Tuesday 4th October, 4-6pm 

 

0-5 Resiliency Workshop (Parents of children aged 0-5) - The workshop will look at the importance of relationships, healthy 
attachment and how children are constantly learning from those around them. It will cover emotional regulation and how 
parents/carers are in a prime position to model healthy emotional regulation and behaviours. The workshop will also cover 
strategies and techniques to help build resiliency in children.  

Tuesday 15th November; 09:30-11:30am 

 

Secondary Resiliency Workshop (Children aged 13+) – The workshop will cover the following topics; mental health vs 
mental health problems, emotional regulation, psychoeducation around anxiety and low mood, and strategies for 
relaxation.  

• Thursday 20th October; 4-6pm 
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