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A Message from our Executive Principal 

Dear Parent/Guardian 

This has been a very busy few weeks with our annual 

school Open Evening and our Sixth Form Open Evening, 

along with our Settling In Evening for our new Year 7 

and 9 students  and our Revision Evening for students 

and families in Year 11.  

I would like to thank all our guests and parents/

guardians who came to these events, as your support is 

greatly appreciated.  I would especially like to thank our 

students who have done us proud, as always.   

The way our students have conducted themselves and 

shown themselves as the incredible young people they 

are, through the many interactions with other young 

people and their parents/guardians, who are thinking of 

coming to our school was wonderful.   

We have also had many families visit during the normal 

working school day this week and our visitors have 

been wowed by the engagement in lessons and the 

brilliant relationships between our staff and students, 

so thank you and well done everyone.  

I would also like to extend a very big thank you to all 

the staff who have worked so hard together to plan 

and make these events such a massive success. We had 

over 800 visitors on our Open Evening.  

Please may I remind you that applications to apply for a 

place in secondary school must be received by Monday 

31st October 2022, for a place to be allocated for 

September 2023. 

Admissions Consultation 

This week has seen the launch of our Admissions 

Consultation, which will run to 25th November 2022.  

This consultation is to reduce the number of students 

we would take into a year group from 269 to 240, 

from September 2024 and remove the Year 9 

transition point, becoming a standard secondary 

school with an eight-form entry school, in line with the 

DfE expectations.  

If you could like your say on what the school does 

regarding admissions, please read the consultation 

letter and accompanying document and submit your 

reply using information in the letter. 

Parents/Guardian Entering the School Site 

Unfortunately, we have had a couple of occasions this 

half term where parents/guardians have entered the 

school site to try and resolve an issue themselves, or 

have been abusive towards our staff.  

This is a major safeguarding issue and one we will not 

tolerate.  

We have the right not to be abused in the workplace, 

as we are public service workers, such as the NHS and 

other public service officers. Therefore, we will call the 

police to remove people from the school site, if we  

have to and evoke our policy, Managing Aggressive 

Behaviour from Parents and Visitors to our School, 

which stops parents/guardians from entering the site 

or communicating with staff, other than by email.  

We do not want to do this, as the vast majority of our 

parents and guardians are very supportive and polite, 

but this is not the behaviour we try to instil in our 

students and we would not want them witnessing this. 

We, therefore, ask that your respect the school’s 

policies and all our staff. 
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Duke of Edinburgh Award 

It was fantastic to see so many students achieve their 

DofE Award this week and celebrate their achievement 

at our Duke of Edinburgh Celebration Event.  Please 

see further in this edition of Spotlight for a sample of 

photographs from the event.  

We would like to take this opportunity to thank our 

guest speaker, Honey McKenna, who is taking her Gold 

Award. A big thank you must also go to Mrs Hinson 

who helped organise the event, along with Miss Hart.  

Miss Hart has been the driving force behind DofE being 

set up in the school and so many students successfully 

completing the different levels of the Award - thank 

you Miss Hart.  

We would also like to thank and recognise the hard 

work and support of the following members of staff for 

their roles in challenging and monitoring events/

activities for students to complete, to be able to 

achieve their Award: 

Mr McAdam  Mrs Beavor  Miss Needham 

Miss Durowse  Mr Meehan  Mrs Partridge 

Mrs Forster  Mr Waller  Miss Jackson 

Miss Broughton 

Closure of the School 

Closing the school is never an easy decision to make, so 

we would like to thank you for your support and 

understanding in why we made this decision last week, 

given the local situation and the information and 

guidance we had.  

As we stated in our letter our thoughts are with the 

family of the motorcyclist who lost their life.  

Communication During Half Term 

We like all of our staff to be able to switch off over half 

term for them to recharge and concentrate on their 

positive mental health.  Therefore our telephones and 

emails will not be answered next week. 

If you have an urgent issue, then please email 

khayward@sandysecondaryschool.com and we will 

respond as quickly as we can.  We would ask that you 

only use this email address only if it is an emergency. 

Parent Questionnaire 

We have issued a parental survey as we are interested 

in your views about the school but it is also a way of 

you recognising key staff in the school if you wish 

to.  Therefore, if you have can spare 10 minutes we 

would be grateful for your input. 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Q3TSHBN 

Open Surgeries 

We would like to thank all the parents/guardians who 

came along to our first Open Surgery of this academic 

year.  We will be holding another surgery where 

parents/guardians can come in and speak with senior 

staff and will advise you on the date nearer the time. 

Pre-Loved Uniform 

We would again like to thank you for all the donations 

you have given to the school of pre-loved uniform 

items, which have enabled us to open a pre-loved 

uniform shop. 

Our next one will take place on Monday 11th 

December from 5.00pm to 7.00pm.  We are in 

particular need of girl’s school uniform, as well as 

trousers and blazers, so if you do have any uniform 

mailto:khayward@sandysecondaryschool.com
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Q3TSHBN
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your child has outgrown, or simply does not wear and 

that you are willing to donate, then please do pass it on 

to us.   

We will wash each item and repair where necessary and 

can assure you that it will be gratefully received. 

We wish you all a very good half term break and look 

forward to seeing all our students on our return on 

Monday 31st October.  Please note: we do not have a 

training date on this day. 

Miss K Hayward 
Executive Principal 

As some of you are already aware, we have a 

student with a severe nut allergy and they may 

not be the only student, or staff member, in the 

future who has this condition. 

A nut allergy is a major issue, as it can create all 

kinds of serious side effects for the young person 

if eaten or touched, such as itchiness, urticaria, 

swelling, eczema, sneezing, asthmas, abdominal 

pain, drop in blood pressure, diarrhoea, cardiac 

arrest and Anaphylaxis may occur.   

Our school staff have been trained and the 

appropriate medication is kept in school.  

However, to avoid any such incident occurring 

with nut allergies and the affects they can have 

within seconds, we do not allow nuts of any 

kinds, or nut related products, into 

school.  This also includes food cooked in 

nut oil and such things as Nutella, Reese’s 

products, peanut butter, peanut puffs, 

peanuts, etc.   

Please note that many cereal bars also contain 

nuts, so these would not be allowed in school.  

We would ask that  also be aware that 

wrappers from nut products should not be 

brought into school. 

We would be extremely grateful for your support 

on this matter. 

Miss K Hayward 

SEVERE NUT ALLERGY 

Student Absence 

In order to safeguard every student, we do ask that 

parents/guardians contact us every single day that your 

child is absent from school.  This can be done in a number 

of ways: 

Edulink App: use the Edulink One app  

 Email:  attendance@sandysecondaryschool.com  

 Ring:  01767 680598, extension 123  

 � Text:  07624 804702 

Please could we ask that your do not use 

parentcontact@sandysecondaryschool.com, to report 

your child’s absence or any appointments—instead, 

please use attendance@sandysecondaryschool.com as 

this goes direct to our Attendance Officer.   

You can also report your child’s absence using the Edulink 

app, which is free to download and use.  

Thank you for your support in helping us to ensure all 

students arrive safely at school every morning, when 

expected.  

Attendance Team 
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Congratulations to Sophie Coleman for her national prize in poetry.  Sophie was one of five students 
selected and was awarded a trophy and £100 prize money for her wonderful poem.  

We are very proud of Sophie's effort and are delighted to share it below: 

I see him flourish 
his broad maple leaves; 

a mere sapling dotted amongst the trees. 
Oh I want to grow, so I do try 

to race and climb and intertwine. 
Lavender blanket downwardly cascades 

smells so sweet and rather delicately made. 
Yet why is what I'm loved for 

weighing me down? 
The chains of beauty and regret, 

if only time was unwound. 
Darkness. 

 
Something has changed, a forever night. 

I saw him not as a foe, a threat, 
but now he has taken my light. 

Unfamiliar, gnarly, looming tree, 
to no fault of his own, overcast me. 

Oh cursed wisteria woman 
didn't you understand? 

You would always be in the shadows 
of the dominant maple man. 
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