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A Message from our Executive Principal 

Dear Parent/Guardian 

This has been a really special few weeks  We had the 

wonderful treat of watching the incredible whole school 

production of Grease, which showcased so much talent 

from students in Years 7 through to 13.  I would like to 

extend my sincere thanks to the collaboration of the 

Drama, Dance and Music departments. The students 

were outstanding and performed to a packed audience 

all three nights.  

I was then treated to afternoon tea with the winners of 

our Art competition, to design a mural or sculpture for 

our new building.  The designs were very imaginative and 

really took into consideration in the local area and the 

values of the school.  Congratulations to overall winner, 

Year 11 student, Taya Rolph—please see her draft design 

featured later in this edition.   I would like to thank Miss 

Hart for running this competition and all of her hard 

work.  

I would like to thank all parents/guardians who were 

involved with our Year 11 and Year 13 Virtual Parents 

Evenings. These appointments gave us a chance to discuss 

the progress of your children and how best to support 

them over the coming weeks, in preparation for the 

external examinations.  Please be aware that Year 10 have 

a Parent Consultation evening on Thursday 12th January 

2023.   

Students in our Sixth Form were delighted to 

be able to once again hold their Christmas 

Party for our local senior citizens on 

Monday 12th December.  The students 

planned and organised the whole event, as 

well as raised money to buy presents for the 

party-goers to take home, to show them how much they 

are valued and thought about.  

The event was a huge success and, not only do I want to 

say a huge thank you to students in Years 12 and 13 for 

doing this, I would  also like to thank Mrs Hinson, Mr 

Levesley and our Sixth Form team, for all their support 

and hard work on this event.   

I would especially like to thank the following: Stevenage 

Leisure Ltd and Sandy Town Council for allowing us the 

use of the  Jenkins Pavilion, free of charge for the event; 

Sandy Rotary Club for their very kind donation and also 

our grateful thanks to the school and local community 

for the many donations we received.  

Last night, I was extremely privileged to watch our 

students perform a Carol Concert in aid of Macmillan 

Cancer Support, at St Swithun's Church, Sandy.  I could 

not have been prouder. It was a wonderful way to round 

off the end of term and I would like to thank Mr 

Mullaly, Mr Perry and Miss Durowse for all their hard 

work and support.  

It really is wonderful to see all the talent we have across 

the school and the teamwork from students from Year 7 

right through to Year 13, working together on these 

events.   Thank you, all. 

The weather 

I am sorry we had to close the school site on Tuesday, 

13th December.  It just was not safe to have students or 

staff on the grounds due to the amount of solid ice, 

following Monday’s snowfall, until it could be cleared 

sufficiently.   I would like to thank Countrywide 

Grounds Maintenance for their help in allowing us to re

-open safely on Wednesday.    

I am also pleased to say that a snow day does not mean 

that students cannot learn as we able to switch to online 

learning, through Edulink. The temperatures have 
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certainly tested us this week but I am really pleased with 

the way the students and staff have braved the sub zero 

temperatures to be in school.   

I would also like to thank you for your understanding 

and hope we do not get any further weather of this 

nature.  

Pre-Loved Uniform 

Due to the school closure on Tuesday, we were unable to 

open up our Pre-Loved Uniform shop.  We will, therefore, 

open this on Thursday 5th January 2023, from 4.00pm to 

6.30pm.  Please do keep donations coming in of any 

unwanted uniform.  

Development Work 

I am really pleased to say the re-development work of our 

PE changing rooms, which meant we had to shut the 

changing areas is now complete.  Therefore, from 

Wednesday 4th January, no students should come to 

school wearing their PE kit.  All students now should be 

back in normal full school uniform and bring their PE kit 

in with them, to change into on the days they have PE 

lessons.  

I would really like to end by thanking our students for all 

their hard work this term and especially our staff, who 

always go above and beyond.  They really are a fantastic 

team and I am very privileged to lead them. They are the 

best team I have ever worked with and they really do care 

about every student we have and their outcomes for the 

future. 

Wishing you all a very safe and Happy Christmas.  Please 

be aware we return to school on Wednesday  4th January 

2023. 

Miss K Hayward 
Executive Principal 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

Wednesday 4th January 2023: 

All staff and students return to school. 

 

Thursday 14th January 2023:  

Year 10 Parents’ Evening 

 

Tuesday24th January 2023: 
SLT Surgery 
 

Thursday 2nd February 2023:  
Year 8 Parents’ Evening 
 
Monday 13th February 2023: 
Half Term 
 
Monday 20th February 2023: 
All staff and Students return to school. 
 
Thursday 23rd February 2023: 
Year 8 Option Evening 
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Water Bottles 

Please could we remind you that students 

should only bring metal or plastic water 

bottles into school.  No glass bottles should 

be brought into the school in case of any 

breakages.   

Thank you for your support. 

As some of you are already aware, we have a 

student with a severe nut allergy and they may 

not be the only student, or staff member, in the 

future who has this condition. 

A nut allergy is a major issue, as it can create all 

kinds of serious side effects for the young person 

if eaten or touched, such as itchiness, urticaria, 

swelling, eczema, sneezing, asthmas, abdominal 

pain, drop in blood pressure, diarrhoea, cardiac 

arrest and Anaphylaxis may occur.   

Our school staff have been trained and the 

appropriate medication is kept in school.  

However, to avoid any such incident occurring 

with nut allergies and the affects they can have 

within seconds, we do not allow nuts of any 

kinds, or nut related products, into 

school.  This also includes food cooked in 

nut oil and such things as Nutella, Reese’s 

products, peanut butter, peanut puffs, 

peanuts, etc.   

Please note that many cereal bars also contain 

nuts, so these would not be allowed in school.  

We would ask that  also be aware that 

wrappers from nut products should not be 

brought into school. 

We would be extremely grateful for your support 

on this matter. 

Miss K Hayward 

SEVERE NUT ALLERGY 

Development Work—Changing Rooms 

I am really pleased to say the re-

development work of our PE changing 

rooms, which meant we had to shut the 

changing areas, is now complete.  

Therefore, from Wednesday 4th January, 

no students should come to school wearing 

their PE kit.   

All students now should be back in normal 

full school uniform and bring their PE kit in 

with them, to change into on the days they 

have PE lessons.  
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Art Competition 

 
During the summer and the start of this term the Art 
department held a competition for students to design a mural 
or sculpture for the new build.   
 
The winning design will be developed and produced by a 
professional and will be featured in the new school building, when it is built.  
The design brief was to represent the school and the surrounding area of 
Sandy.  
 
Five students were invited to meet with Miss Hayward and Miss Hart to discuss 
the designs they put forward and the winner was selected. 
 
We would like to congratulate all those who took part and once again 

congratulate Year 11 student, Taya Rolph for the design chosen to be 

developed and featured in the new building.  We look forward seeing your 
artwork come to life. 
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Art Golden Day Activities  

Students in Year 10 and 11 were able to learn dry point etching techniques with Mr Walker 
and Miss Hart.  They produced a design, which they then scratched into an acrylic sheet, 
and then using printing ink created a series of prints, some will 
feature on personal Christmas cards from the students.  
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Speaking Competitions Round-Up 
Earlier this term, some of our Sixth Form students put themselves forward to do a bit of debating … they cannot 

have imagined just how busy, or successful, this term would be.  Following our initial meeting, Eleanor Endersby, 

Dean Leigh, Jenna Riches and Leo Rolph proved themselves to be a supremely dedicated team of conscientious, 

hard-working, intelligent and thoughtful debaters, returning week after week to pit their wits against various 

oppositions across a huge range of topics. 

 

The first competition was organised by the Bedfordshire PCC and began in early November.  In each round, our 

students conducted themselves brilliantly, stringing together eloquent and persuasive arguments on abolishing the 

House of Lords, and defunding the police, even having to debate against the Police and Crime Commissioner and 

his Deputy themselves, before eventually making it to the Final.  This was held in the first week of December, in the 

Committee Room of the Houses of Parliament in Westminster and was a 3-way debate on the UK economy.  On the 

night, we were beaten into a very close second place, only 3 or 4 points behind Bedford Modern School, but our 

team (on this occasion made up of Eleanor and Leo) did the school proud and can be justifiably very happy with 

their efforts. 

 

Amidst this, the team took part in the first round of a Debating Competition run by the English-Speaking Union, 

which meant getting to grips with a different format, slightly different rules, and having to debate via Zoom.  Again, 

their impressive skills were on display, and they succeeded in going through to the next round, to take place in 

January. They have been improving week on week, so we cannot wait to see how well they perform then. 

 

As well as the Sixth Form students, four of our students in Year 11 – Sophie Coleman, Thomas Forshaw, Alex Lin 

and Niamh Neville - took part in an English-Speaking Union Competition, this one on Public Speaking.  Although all 

four played an equal role in the preparations, the rules meant that only three could take part, so on the night Alex, 

as Speaker, delivered a very eloquent and considered speech on “How We Define Success”, Sophie chaired a 

discussion on the NHS and Niamh cross-examined the Speaker from another school.  This was our first attempt at 

this competition and sadly, we weren’t advanced to the next round, but the team put on an excellent performance 

and have much they can be proud of. 

 

Finally, our students in Years 7, 8 and 9 have also been in action, with the English-Speaking Union’s Performing 

Shakespeare Competition.  Organised by Miss McDowall, individual and pairs of students have been rehearsing 

diligently for weeks on a scene from Shakespeare.  The first round is held internally and was meant to take place in 

the final week of term, but has had to be postponed until next term because of weather-related disruption. Watch 

this space to find out who makes it through..... 

 

Overall, it has been a busy and intense term and it has been hugely encouraging to see our students putting 

themselves forward for these opportunities, investing in them and performing brilliantly.  We do want to see more 

students get involved with public speaking and there are plans to start a Debating Club after school from next 

term, so they can practice this essential life skill.  It has been, for me, a huge privilege to work with such committed 

and capable young people, and I look forward to following them on this journey throughout the rest of the year. 

Mr M Perry 
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