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It is with the greatest sadness that we end our first week back with the very sad news of the death of Her 

Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.  We have been asked by the DfE to continue to open as normal to offer 

stability to our children. 

During the day, we organised some special activities to commemorate the life of the Queen and her 

service to the country.  These will continue into next week to mark her life.  We have also sent flowers to 

the local church to honour her legacy and send our thoughts at this difficult time to the rest of the Royal 

Family. 

The students and staff will have the opportunity to write a message of condolence next week, when we 

open our Books of Remembrance.  Students can also gain additional support if they wish to from our 

pastoral team, as this is a very difficult time for everyone. 

We will notify you of any changes the school will put into place for the state funeral, once we have been 

notified by the DfE.   

Miss K Hayward 
Executive Principal 
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A Message from our Executive Principal 

Dear Parent/Guardian 

Welcome back to the new academic year and a very 

warm welcome to all our new families.   

I would like to start by thanking all our parents/

guardians for all your support in ensuring that all of our 

students are wearing the correct uniform.  They really 

do look immaculate and extremely smart as they walk 

into school and they are engaged in their learning as I 

visit classrooms around the school. 

The pre-loved uniform events we held over the summer 

holidays were a big success and we would, therefore, 

like to hold these every half term.   

If you have any uniform, including blazers, trousers, 

skirts, shirts or shoes (and any items of the school PE 

kit), that your child(ren) has grown out of and you 

would like to donate it, please could you drop it off at 

the main reception.   

Our next pre-loved event will take place on Tuesday 

18th October from 5.00pm to 7.00pm. 

Please can I remind you that we do not allow piercings 

of any kind.  We also do not allow any piercing to be 

covered up by tape/plaster or replaced by a clear bar or 

earring.  If your child wants to have a piercing, they 

must be able to take it out for school and, therefore, we 

would advise that this is done at the start of the school 

summer holidays.  

Start and Finishing Times of the School Day 
Please be aware that timings of our school day have 

been amended to meet the new DfE requirements for  

the length of time students should be in school.   

Our day begins with registration starting promptly at 

8.30am and, therefore, all students in Years 7, 8, 9, 10 

and 11 should be through the school gates and lining 

up at the back of the school by 8.25am.  The school 

day now finishes at 3.00pm.  

Open Evening:  6th October 
We have our annual Open Evening on Thursday 6th 

October from 4.30pm to 8.30pm.  To allow us to set 

this up and give the staff and students a break before 

this event begins, we are closing the school at 

12.30pm.  All methods of transport, including taxis, 

have been notified and will pick up at this time. 

Macmillan Cancer Support: Non-Uniform Day 
We hold an annual event every year to 

raise funds for Macmillan Cancer 

Support, and this will be our only non-

uniform event of the year.   

This year, the event is on Friday 30th September and 

students who wish to take part, need to purchase a £2 

ticket, using ParentPay.  This will entitle them to wear 

non school uniform for the day and also have either a 

Krispie Kreme doughnut, a gluten free brownie or a 

fruit bag on the day.  Please remember to select, on 

ParentPay, which treat your child(ren) would like. 

In line with our policies, we will still have certain 

expectations in place regarding non-uniform.  This 

includes no jewellery (with the exception of a wrist 

watch), no extreme hair colours or make up.   

Clothes should not have any obscene logos/badges; 

skirts/trousers/shorts should be to the knee and all 

tops should cover the midriff/stomach area.  
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Curriculum Overview and Parent/Guardian 
Support Guides 
Over the coming weeks, we will be sending out 

curriculum overviews and parent/guardian support 

guides for every year group, so that you can see what 

your child can be excepted to learn over the coming 

months and how you might support them in each 

subject. 

Extra Curricular Activities 
Also in this edition, you will find our Extracurricular 

Timetable for this term, that we would like your child

(ren) to choose to attend.  We really would like to see 

as many children as possible remain in school past 

3.00pm to join in with the many activities that take 

place across the school. 

Parents Evenings 
You may be aware that we undertook a survey to 

canvas parents/guardians’ opinions on whether parents 

evenings should remain virtual, or go back to face to 

face meetings, following the lifting of all Covid-19 

regulations. 

Given the results, we are very pleased to inform you 

that we will be returning to face-to-face parents 

evenings for students in Years 7, 8 and 9, as this is what 

the majority of parents/guardians requested. 

Parents’ evenings will remain virtual for students in 

Years 10, 11, 12 and 13, as this was the overriding 

request for these year groups.   

We will review the provision again at the end of the 

year.   

Senior Leadership Team Open Surgery 
We will also be keeping our half termly open surgeries 

for parents/guardians to come into school and speak to 

our Senior Leadership Team regarding any issues you 

may have.  Our first Surgery will, therefore, take place 

on Tuesday 11th October.  We will email further 

details, including a link to book an appointment, in the 

coming weeks. 

Visits Calendar 
We are aware that many of us our facing financial 

hardship and we need to follow careful household 

budgets.   

We have, therefore, attached to this issue, our 

proposed Visits Calendar for the year, complete with 

estimated costs, so that you can work out which visits/

trips you may want your child to go on and how much 

they may cost.   

These are estimated costs and we do ask for parental 

contribution to cover the cost of visits/trips.  If the 

total amount contributed ahead of the planned visit/

trip is insufficient, then we would look to cancel the 

visit as it would not be financially viable. 

Park & Stride: Commitment to Improve all of our 
Health and Fitness 
I hope you have had chance to read and put into 

practice our new Park & Stride programme, as well as 

trying out other ways we can reduce the impact of 

travel on the environment, improving our general 

health at the same time.   We would ask that you 

please avoid the roads immediately around the school 

if you have to drop off or pick up your child and, if 

possible, encourage them to walk or cycle to school, if 

it is safe enough. 

Parent Governor 
We have a vacancy for a parent governor on our 

governing body.  Please see the letter and further 

details regarding the role, as well as an Expression of 

Interest form, later in this edition.  
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Building Work 
I am pleased to inform you that the building work across 

the school is continuing.  Our two new classrooms have 

been completed and staff and students have moved into 

these, and works on our Sixth Form Common Room and 

Study Area are progressing well.   

We currently have two sets of toilets being refurbished 

and we hope to have these back in in operation as soon 

as possible. 

Key Events 
We have a number of events coming up this term,  and 

have included more details below:  

14th September  TIME Year 7 Information Evening  
   Courage and Determination students 

14th September  TIME Year 9 Information Evening  
   Courage and Determination students  

15th September TIME Year 7 Information Evening  
   Excellence and Inspiration students 

15th September  TIME Year 9 Information Evening 
   Excellence and Inspiration students 

15th September  School Photos  

22nd September Awards Evening (by invitation only)  

6th October  4.30pm—6.30pm 
   Open Evening 

11th October  5.00pm—7.00pm 
   Senior Leadership Team Open Surgery 

13th October 5.00pm—7.30pm 
   Sixth Form Open Evening 

18th October 5.00pm—7.00pm  
   Pre-Loved Uniform Event 

 Miss K Hayward 
Executive Principal 

As some of you are already aware, we have a 

student with a severe nut allergy and they may 

not be the only student, or staff member, in the 

future who has this condition. 

A nut allergy is a major issue, as it can create all 

kinds of serious side effects for the young person 

if eaten or touched, such as itchiness, urticaria, 

swelling, eczema, sneezing, asthmas, abdominal 

pain, drop in blood pressure, diarrhoea, cardiac 

arrest and Anaphylaxis may occur.   

Our school staff have been trained and the 

appropriate medication is kept in school.  

However, to avoid any such incident occurring 

with nut allergies and the affects they can have 

within seconds, we do not allow nuts of any 

kinds, or nut related products, into 

school.  This also includes food cooked in 

nut oil and such things as Nutella, Reese’s 

products, peanut butter, peanut puffs, 

peanuts, etc.   

Please note that many cereal bars also contain 

nuts, so these would not be allowed in school.  

We would ask that  also be aware that 

wrappers from nut products should not be 

brought into school. 

We would be extremely grateful for your support 

on this matter. 

Miss K Hayward 

SEVERE NUT ALLERGY 
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DAY Department Form Time Lunch After School Time Staff

Monday Performing Arts Grease Musical Production - Year 7-13 (Auditions required) 3pm-5pm Mr Mullaly/Mrs Quinn

Music Junior Choir (Year 7 & 8) 8.35am-9.10am Mr Mullaly 

Art GCSE Art, Graphic Communication and Photography 3pm-4pm Miss Hart

PE Football Club (Year 7 & 8) 3pm-4pm PE Department

PE Netball Club (Year 7 & 8) 3pm-4pm PE Department

Dance Dance Company (Auditions required) 3pm-5pm Miss Mosedale

Dance Hop Hop (Year 7-9) 12.30pm-1.05pm Miss Mosedale

History History Intervention (Year 9 & 10) Selected students only 3pm-4pm Miss Pattle

Photography Photography Club (Years 9 & 10) 3pm-4pm Miss Hart

Photography All Years Drop in Session Split over both 

lunch times

Miss Hart

Chess Club (Year 10 & 11) 1.25pm-2pm Mr Waller

Tuesday Music Chamber Choir (Year 9 & 10) 8.35am-9.10am Mr Mullaly 

Music Band Club (All Years) 3pm-4pm Mr Mullaly 

Art GCSE Art, Graphic Communication and Photography 3pm-4pm Miss Hart

PE Football Club (Year 9 & 10) 3pm-4pm PE Department

PE Netball Club (Year 9 & 10) 3pm-4pm PE Department

Maths Year 13 Math Intervention (starting after Oct half term) 3pm-4pm Ms Butler

Maths Year 11 GCSE Intervention 3pm-4pm Maths Department

Dance General Dance Club (Year 8 & 9) 3pm-4pm Miss Mosedale

Media NEA Media Intervention (Year 10 & 11) 3pm-4pm Mrs Harrison

Photography All Years Drop in Session Split over both 

lunch times

Miss Hart

History History Club (Year 7, 8 & 9) 12.30pm-1.05pm Miss Pattle

Chess Club (Year 10 & 11) 1.25pm-2pm Mr Waller

Wednesday Music Beginner Violin (Year 7 & 8) - 

Please register interest

8.35am-9.10am Mr Mullaly 

PE Gymnastics 3pm-4pm PE Department

PE Rugby Club 3pm-4pm PE Department

PE Badminton Club 3pm-4pm PE Department

PE OCR Intervention 3pm-4pm PE Department

Geography Eco Committee meeting 

(week B)

Split over both 

lunch times

Ms Saunders

Social Science Social Science Club (All Years) 3pm-4pm Social Science 

Department

Media NEA Media Intervention (Year 10 & 11) 3pm-4pm Mrs Harrison

Food Studies Bite Back (Years 7-9 in DT5)  Future Chef (Years 9-11 in DT6 3pm-4pm Mrs Beaver/Mrs Hulatt

Chess Club (Year 10 & 11) 1.25pm-2pm Mr Waller

Thursday Music Orchestra (All Years) 8.35am-9.10am Mr Mullaly 

Music Year 10 GCSE Intervention 1.25pm-2pm Mr Mullaly 

Music Year 10 GCSE Intervention + GCSE Music coursework drop in 3pm-4pm Mr Mullaly 

Dance Hop Hop (Year 10 &11) 1.25pm-2pm Miss Mosedale

Geography Eco Committee (week A - 

once a term)

8.35am-9.10am Ms Saunders

Manga Club Split over both 

lunch times

Mr Croft

Photography All Years Drop in Session Split over both 

lunch times

Miss Hart

Chess Club (Year 10 & 11) 1.25pm-2pm Mr Waller

Friday Music Recorder Group (Year 7-10) 8.35am-9.10am Mr Mullaly 

Art Art Club (Year 7 & 8) Starting October 3pm-4pm Miss Prutton

Photography All Years Drop in Session Split over both 

lunch times

Miss Hart

PE Girls Football 3pm-4pm Natasha Orchard-Smith

Chess Club (Year 10 & 11) 1.25pm-2pm Mr Waller

Sandy Secondary School Extracurricular Activities
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Power 2 Parents - Exploitation workshop 
  
Did you know perpetrators of exploitation will target children as young as 9 years old and 
no child is exempt from this happening to them. However, ‘knowledge is power’ and there 
are ‘safety in numbers’ so we are urging as many parents as possible to take part in this 
workshop to enable us to fight this together!!! 
  
Early Help Plus are really excited to offer an evening workshop for parents to come 
together to gain an understanding of child exploitation, how they can better safeguard and 
prevent this from happening to their own children and to support us as professionals to 
disrupt these perpetrators. This includes a powerful presentation from Rosanne Taylor, 
mother to murder victim of knife crime, you will be able to hear her experience and find 
out how she felt she could have prevented this from happening to her son.  
  
A number of guest speakers will be presenting in both an informative and interactive way 
where you will also have the opportunity to have your say, talk to services who support us 
in our work and to access a future support group. 
  
Register for your place via the Eventbrite links below: 
  
Wednesday 21st September 2022   5.30 – 9pm at Redborne Upper School, Connelly Hall, 
Flitwick Road, Ampthill MK45 2NU 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/395935051397 
  
Wednesday 21st December 6 - 8.30pm via Microsoft Teams 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/395950166607 
  
  
Regards  
West Mid Beds Early Help Team 
Central Bedfordshire Council 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2Fe%2F395935051397&data=05%7C01%7CNatalie.Hills%40centralbedfordshire.gov.uk%7Cffa231970274491f7c4208da8f52fc43%7C21d8a1ee07874374b2594e87058aff15%7C0%7C0%7C637979883869755
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2Fe%2F395950166607&data=05%7C01%7CNatalie.Hills%40centralbedfordshire.gov.uk%7Cffa231970274491f7c4208da8f52fc43%7C21d8a1ee07874374b2594e87058aff15%7C0%7C0%7C637979883869755
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